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ARSON HITS MC 
MOTHER CHURCH 
Los Angeles . . An unexplained 
fire gutted the Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Community Church, 
the nation's largest gay church in 
the early morning hours of 
January 27. The fire evidently 
started in two places in the 
building at around midnight and 
arson is suspected. Damage has 
been estimated in the $75,000--
$100,000 range with severe 
structural damage to the building 
and an almost total destruction of 
the main sanctuary. 

The only occupant of the 
building at that hour was Ted 
Sweet, a Crisis Intervention 
telephone line volunteer who was 
roused from sleep by a neighbor 

Church services were held 
the following day, a Sunday, in the 
street outside the burned out 
church building. A city permit to 
block off the street for the service 
was arranged by Councilman 
Robert Stevenson. During that 
service over $1,800 was raised for 
a re-building fund. The Reverend 
Troy Perry, founder and spiritual 
leader of the church later said 
that the church's board of 
directors is studying the question 
of whether to rebuild the existing 
structure or to seek a new 
location. Said Perry, "WE 
SERVE YOU NOTICE--that we, 
in the Gay Community, will never 
permit the hands of the clock to be 
turned back on us--ever again! 
WE WILL rebuilt and go for-
ward!" 

By the following Sunday, 
arrangements had been worked 
out for regular services to be 
temporarily held at the Aquarius 
Theatre at 6230 W. Sunset 
Boulevard, Hollywood. About 800 
persons attended the first service 
in the theater. Other church ac-
tivities are temporarily being 
held at various locations including 
the facil ities of other gay 
organizations in the area. 

STATE CAN 
The State Personnel Board 

has upheld the right of the state to 
fire a person because he is 
homosexual. 

In reviewing an appeal 
from a gay man who was fired 
last July from his position as 
houseparent at Southern Colony 
and Training School by its 
Superintendent, John M. Gar-
stecki, the board sustained the 
firing by a 3-0 vote. Board 
members are: Wil liam Ahrens, 
chairman, Charles Brecher, John 
A. Serpe, and Percy L. Julian, Jr. 
Julian heard testimony in the 
case, but did not vote since he is 
active with Wisconsin Civi l 
Liberties Union which 
represented the appellant. 

In the hearings Southern 
Colony officials maintained that it 

LESBIAN FOR 
SCHOOL BOARD 
From THE CAPITAL TIMES, 
Madison, Wisconsin, February 5, 
1973: 

Judy Greenspan, 102 E. 
Johnson St., a Madison lesbian-
feminist, has filed as a candidate 
for the Madison Board of 
Education. 

An activist in the local 
women's and gay movements, 
Ms. Greenspan, 20, said she in-
tends to represent the rights of 
students, women and gay persons 
on the board. 

"My campaign will bring 
up important issues which would 
not ordinarily be raised by the 
other candidates," she explained. 
I will run on a platform ad-
vocating the right of gay people to 
both speak and exist openly 
without harassment in the public 
schools; challenging the 
discriminatory practices against 
women in academic and 
vocational education; demanding 
counseling on birth control and 
abortion, and self-defense classes 

CAN GAYS 
was because the man had 
discussed his homosexuality with 
other employees within earshot of 
some patients, but then admitted 
that he was fired simply because 
he admitted his homosexuality 
under questioning by Garstecki. 
The Colony is a state institution 
for mildly retarded children and 
the man had been a houseparent 
for over two years for a group of 
mildly retarded  teen-age boys. 
There were never any contentions 
that the employee attempted to 
solicit patients for homosexual 
acts, advocated homosexuality or 
engaged in any such acts at the 
colony. As a matter of fact there 
had been no complaint about his 
work. In its ruling the Board 
maintained "That homosexual 
activity is contrary to the 
generally recognized and ac-
cepted standards of morality and 
the appellant's activity of this 
nature had a substantial adverse 
effect in the performance of his 
job duties." 

I he ruling further main-
tained "That one of the ap-
pellant's duties and respon-
sibilities as a houseparent was to 
provide proper training, example 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5) 

for high school women; and 
supporting the High School Bill of 
Rights. 

She noted irony in the fact 
that as a lesbian she is not per-
mitted to enter public schools 
without the principals' per-
mission, but as a candidate she 
has already been invited to speak 
at Memorial High. 

Last spring, gay people who 
had been scheduled to address 
sociology classes were suddenly 
banned from entering the 
Madison public schools and were 
cal led "criminals" by school 
officials. 

"If elected, I will reinstate 
the right of students to hear 
whomever they want to." 
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editorial 
QUEER FEAR IS THE VILLAIN 

Following the radical-
militant sixties, the gay 
movement is asking itself (as 
Lenin did earlier), "What is to be 
done?" Solving problems means 
knowing their causes. 

We know the problem 
is "oppression"--legal/physical 
(we are busted), oc-
cupational/financial (we are 
fired), and ego-destructive (we 
are made to feel godawful about 
what, or rather, who we are). The 
goal is "l iberation", which by the 
way, is not some Roman candle 
ecstacy, but just being free to 
grow our own lives like everyone 
else. Perhaps the real enemy of 
liberation is the core of fear in the 
straight psyche. 

Gayrev circles call for 
"internal" head clearing and gay 
community sense (consciousness-
raising, counseling etc.) as well 
as "external" institutional 
reforms (information and 
education for the public, power-
blocs, gay coal itions, and where 
necessary mil itant activism). 
These are the most commonly 
called for "solutions" to the 
"problem" of "oppression". 

Let us now examine a third 
course of action which might be 

G.P.U. NEWS is publ ished 
by the GAY PEOPLES UNION 
of Milwaukee, P.O. Box 90530, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202. 

All material in the paper is 
original and is not copyrighted. 
If you wish to reproduce any 
part of this paper, please note 
G.P.U. NEWS as the source. 

If you wish to place an ad 
in future issues, write to us at 
the above address for rates and 
information. 

If you want counseling 
about a homosexual problem 
or would l ike to have a speaker 
on the subject for your group, 
contact us at the above 
address. 

Yours in Liberation, 

THE PUBLICATION 
COMMITTEE 

cal led "grass roots therapy". In 
addition to the standard tactics, 
we should, wherever possible, 
attempt a more direct alteration 
of straight hate, fear and 
uneasiness. We can break the 
psychic apartheid in which we 
live by creating fifth-column 
partisans and allies with sym-
pathetic straights. By necessity 
this must be done on a person-to-
person basis, informally but 
openly, by out front gays who can 
afford to take personal and 
economic chances. The actions 
must be directed towards ac-
cessible straights, blending 
militance (unforgiving-truth 
telling) and a "cool" of empathy 
and understanding with "positive 
regard" which mixes reason 
(here are the facts) and emotion 
("How do you feel about gayness? 
Why?") 

We must adopt these tactics 
because our oppression is caused 
not simply by ignorance (the 
myths), but also by 
"homoerotophobia" --queer-fear. 
A product of the Judeo-Christian-
Puritan tradition, queer-fear, like 
most cultural ideologies, is ar-
bitrary and unnecessary. It is its 
own self-perpetuator and is as 
enormously repressive as any 
political system. Actually, queer-
fear is not "natural"; other 
cultures are much easier about 
gayness. We are, therefore, 
feared and hated simply because 
it is the traditional thing to do, but 
few people realize this. 

Crucially, it is upon this 
psychic liberation of straights 
(and gays too, for that matter) 
from queer-fear that our "in-
ward" and "outward" liberation 
depends. Furthermore, we gays 
will have to remove queer-fear 
ourselves. 

This unreasonable phobia is 
too deeply ingrained in the human 
psyche and is too completely 
reinforced by social custom to die 
easily. We can't hope to draw on 
liberal guilt feelings, such as the 
Blacks found helpful, because 
these feelings do not exist. We 
have the image of "willful per-
vert" or "pitiable cripple" (the 
famous sin-crime-sickness 
syndrome) to overcome. 

All of our education 
programs, counseling, law reform 

work etc. will not truly liberate us 
unless we attack the basic phobia 
on a person to person basis. We 
must somehow get it across to 
straight people that our 
mistreatment violates basic 
human decency. 

A social movement requires 
the sense of intolerable reality 
plus the vision of conceivable 
change. Here are four ways of 
treating the cultural disease of 
homophobia or queer-fear. 

1. Treat it with awareness! 
A problem does exist! Many gays 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7) 

feedback 
To G.P.U. NEWS 
To the Gay Community, 

I heard that guy that got 
fired by the state speak at a 
couple meetings about his fight 
for his job. He said that the 
Wisconsin Civil Liberties Union 
was handling his appeal case for 
him. I think that's great. All of us 
gays have something to gain from 
Paul's case, so we should also 
help ourselves by supporting and 
joining W.C.L.U. 

I heard their head man 
speak at a G.P.U. meeting last 
fall and he was good. The 
W.C.L.U. is fighting for all of our 
liberties. 

Jay Garland 
Editor's reply -- G.P.U. Board of Directors 
agree with you and has taken a mem-
bership in the W.C.L.U. for G.P.U. We 
urge you all to join individually. (See 
membership ad elsewhere in this issue) 

Dear GPU News: 
John Money, Ph. d. has 

written in Archives of Sexual 
Behavior, Vol 2, No. 1, 1972, the 
following: 

"It is timely, therefore, for 
medicine to respect the 
arguments of the 
homosexual militants and 
not to discriminate against 
them by insidiously len-
ding credence to the 
assumption that all 
homosexuals and their 
behavior are, if not bad 
and wrong, sick. Some 
though not al l left-handed 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6) 
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813 SOUTH FIRST 
SING WITH HARRIET KING 

SUNDAYS FROM 700 
OPEN 5 PM TILL CLOSING 
4 PM ON SUNDAYS 647-9335 
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specializing in PIZZA 
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CLUB 546 
Fifth & Michigan 
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Fired 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

and image to those children under 
his supervision. Because the 
appellant, in his position duties, 
served as a houseparent which 
required intimate personal 
contact with those retarded 
children assigned to his care and 
placed upon him the burden of 
displaying proper parental care, 
custody, control and moral 
training, his admitted 
homosexual tendencies and at-
titudes constituted an adverse 
influence to the proper per-
formance of his position duties 
and his discharge on this basis 
should be sustained." 

Representatives of both 
sides indicated that the case had 
been the first chal lenge in the 
history of Wisconsin to the state's 
right to fire a person because of 
homosexuality. 

Attorneys for the Wisconsin 
Civil Liberties Union have in-
dicated that the employee and the 
W.C.L.U. are both ready to appeal 
the decision to the courts. 

Mr. Todd Mitchell, 
W.C.L.U. attorney on the case 
said, "The decision by the State 
Personnel Board does not carry 
the weight of law. A favorable 
ruling from the courts would 
establish precedent which the 
state would have to follow in 
future cases of this nature." 

If State Policy 
is Followed 
President's Message 
With the State Personnel Board's 
public ruling that they can fire a 
person for the mere fact of their 
gayness what will be the response 
of all those other gay people who 
work for the state? What if the 
local governing bodies follow the 
"fire the gays" policy? 

Wake up! Don't all you gay 
people see that this state must be 
made to recognize that this pol icy 
of firing gays is not only insanely 
discriminatory but also total ly 
impractical? 

Do you realize that there 
are 184,019 employees of the state 
and another 182,980 local 
governmental employees. Thus, 
according to the 1972-3 Book of the 

State, there are 367,000 people 
who are likely to be directly 
subject to this ruling. 

It is general ly believed that 
3% of the adult population is 
exclusively homosexual. That 
means that there are likely 11,000 
gay employees in this state. 

Suppose that they all told 
the government that they were 
gay, and that their employing 
government fired all of them. 
Wouldn't they, according to this 
anti-gay policy be eligible for 
unemployment compensation? At 
an $80.00 a week per person 
average, that would cost the state 
$880,000. per week. If all these 
fired gays stayed on the rolls for 
one year, $45,760,000. would be 
needed to pay them all their just 
unemployment compensation. 

Now I ask the state, is this 
policy worth that much to you? 

But this will not happen if 
all gay people form a union of gay 
people and act as a liberated 
group. There is great power in 
our large numbers if we all just 
come together and act publicly for 
our own liberation. It is only our 
willingness to sit still under this 
unbelievably discriminatory state 
board ruling that keeps you op-
pressed. Don't you see that 
liberation is it's own cure and 
protection? If this state knows 
that it will be fought at every turn, 
it will not continue to pursue this 
anti-gay policy. 

Now is the time for all gays 
to come to their own aid. No one 
else has ever helped you in the 
past. It is up to you to get up off 
your ever loving ass and begin to 
work toward the l iberated world 
that we al l want to live in. 

Alyn W. Hess 
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933-88O8 753 No. 27 ST. 
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feedback 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

people are sick. So also, 
though some homosexual 
people may be sick, not all 
of them are. Medicine can 
help these homosexuals 
most by setting an 
example to society and the 
law not to discriminate 
against them." 

While I completely agree 
with Dr. Money I would en-
courage a step further. I would 
encourage medicine to start a 
program of actively educating the 
public. This program should 
attempt to offset the hundreds of 
years of professional ignorance 
and error. For myself, I want 
more than respect for my 
argument. I want 
acknowledgement of my rights! 

Very truly yours, 
Chuck Holloway 

Dear G.P.U. NEWS: 
I'm a patient here at 

Winnebago State Hospital and am 
writing to express my gratitude to 
you for sending your G.P.U. 
NEWS to our library every 
month. I have been reading the 
paper ever since I was tran-
sterred here from Waupun State 
Prison. 

I am 27 years old, gay, and 
have been involved in some gay 
related activities since the age of 
12. I would ask for an individual 
subscription except that I have 
been told that I may not receive it 
individually due to some cen-
sorship problem. I will continue to 
read G.P.U. NEWS in our library, 
but I just wanted to extend my 
heartfelt thanks to you for your 
extension of service to WSH 
Library. 

Yours truly, George E. 
Winnebago State Hospital 

Winnebago, Wisconsin 

Editor G.P.U. News! 
I want to make the gay 

community aware of the im-
portance that the April elections 
have for us. 

The notorious Judge Christ 
Seraphim is running for the im-
portant position of judge of the 
I Ith Circuit Court. In my work 
helping prisoners, I have sat in his 
courtroom and have observed it's 
circus-like atmosphere and his 
showmanship. He performs and 
jokes with the crowd and 
reporters rather than ad-
judicating properly as he should. 
His playing to the grandstands 
rather than tending to justice can 
be seen often in the newspapers 
where he cannily grabs the 
headlines in matters beyond his 
legitimate concern. 

If his undignified attitude is 
not sufficient reason to vote 
against him his public statements 
against homosexuality certainly 
are. He has been known to use his 
position on the bench to expose his 
anti-gay bias. 

So VOTE against Seraphim 
by voting for Judge Landry, who 
is as liberal as can be expected in 
this conservative state. 

Father Joseph Feldhausen 
Saint Nicholas Parish 

baggies 
are out. 
Plastic bags may be fine for keeping your 
ham and cheese on whole wheat from go-
ing stale or to keep the moths away from 
your summer tennis sweater, but at Ramie's 
you'll never see them on our magazines. 
We have a large selection of gay goods. 
All of them open for inspection. GPU 
News. Advocate. Michaels Thing. Bar 
Guides. Films. Magazines. Pocket Novels. 
Rubber goods. They're all here at 

Ramie's 
Adult Books and Novelties 
730 North 2nd Street 
Open 11-11. Sundays and Holidays 4-11. 
Telephone: 273-5092 Qu 
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editorial 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
themselves are either unaware or 
unwilling to admit the existence, 
extent, and intolerability of gay 
oppression. Some, in my ex-
perience, are blissfully unaware, 
but vaguely uneasy. Others have 
made adjustments in their closets 
and deliberately try to ignore the 
plight of those less fortunate than 
themselves. WE must make our 
own people aware of our aims and 
goals. If we do not know our own 
situation, how can we expect 
straights, even the hip and 
socially conscious, to know it? 

2. Treat it at gut level! With 
firmness and "cool" we can invite 
straights to explore their honest 
uneasiness about gayness. 
"Liberal public tolerance" is 
often just that alone; tolerance in 
public will not suffice. We must 
show up their myths and 
stereotypes about us as being 
inaccurate and unfair, the same 
as those which they have so 
proudly jettisoned about the 
shuffling, saucer-eyed Uncle 
Tom, the brainless, peaches-and-
cream, sexpot "chick", and the 
lazy drunken Indian. 

By the way, there is a grain 
of truth in every stereotype and 
some of us are campy and cruisy 
and some even have limp wrists. 
So what? We are not what many 
seem to think we are--a threat to 
society. (Ho hum, that again; 
behold the Lavender Menace! ) If 
we pose a threat to society it is 
simply because of societies queer-
fear plus the fact that 
Everyperson has some potential 
bisexual component. In short, if 
the worst thing you can be is 
queer, when we stand up-front as 
their worst fears made flesh, we 
can hardly expect to be em-
braced. 

Let it be known that "the 
gay threat" is only to an irrational 
phobia, plus, of course, the 
psychological vested interests of 
family patterns, gender roles, 
male to male and female to 
female friendships. The stubborn 
fact remains that gay people pose 
no actual threat to social order, 
stability, morality or decency 
simply because they are gay. We 

do not seek to seduce, convert, 
pervert---hel l it's THEY who seek 
to lay this on US! Who is actually 
dangerous? Chi ld molesters, 
rapists, and sadist-murderers, 
that's who and the overwhelming 
fact is that these are primarily 
heterosexual crimes. 

J.S. Mil l in On Liber-
ty said that freedom consists: 

of framing the plan of our 
l ife to suit our own 
character; of doing as we 
l ike, subject to such 
consequences as may 
follow: without im-
pediment from our fel low 
creatures, so long as what 
we do does not harm them, 
even though they should 
think our conduct foolish, 
perverse, or wrong. 

Read the quote again and add the 
words. . .or threatening because 
of queer-fear. 

3. Treat it with reason! We 
should suggest to straights that it 

is the cultural phobia that may 

keep them uneasy even after the 
myths are exploded. That is their 
problem and they must reason it 
through. Joseph Epstein has 
distinguished between public 
tolerance (as of parades, media 
shows, etc.) and private ac-
ceptance. He claims that few 
straights have the latter; that 
most "have difficulty coming to 
private terms with it" and that we 
"should prefer not to be conned 
about what most people think 
about homosexuality." 

Exuberant gayrev circles 
hate to admit that in their hearts 
and behind our backs most 
straight people simply can't take 
us. Anyone who disagrees with 
this statement simply hasn't been 
real ly into the grass-roots thing, 
getting al l the vibes and feedback. 
However, all this is stil l a put-
down and doesn't excuse 
responsible straights from 
working al l the more on the 
problem with a little help from 
their gay friends. Indeed, anyone 
with a shred of actual social 
responsibil ity toward injustice 
today must add gay matters to his 
attention. 

It is unreasonable and 
unfair, plastic militant, to expect 
wholesale private acceptance or 
to condemn people for their 

uneasiness, but it is not activist or 
responsible to let the matter rest 
there. One would like to see 
straights saying "I still don't feel 
at al l easy about this, but I don't 
feel threatened anymore because 
I see that the problem is irrational 
and I will help others to see this." 

4. Treat it with natural, 
straightforward firmness! 
Politeness without thrust will get 
us as far as it did the Blacks--
zilch, zot, zero. "Talk all the time, 
understand, accept, forgive," 
said Carl Whitman in his Gay 
Manifesto; "be gentle and keep 
talking and acting free." This is 
not copping-out or niggering-up. It 
is just the tactics and strategy of 
guerilla warfare, whose central 
belief is that if you don't have 
power (and we don't), you must 
get the support of the people. 
Bridge blowing and brain surgery 
are different. 

The more liberated we are 
when deal ing with straights, the 
better. People do tend to take a 
person at - his self image. Guilty, 
ashamed, or "over liberated" 
types will telegraph their feelings 
loud and clear to straights who 
will only to eagerly pick it up. 
Conversely, together people will 
enable straights to create a new 
definition of gay strength and 
pride. Hetrosexuals have a stake 
in liberation also. Men's 
l iberation groups point out how 
homophobia contaminates 
straight male/male friendships 
making them shal low, over -
conventional ized and brittle. 
.super-plastic-butch, a real drag, 
as it were. 

I have a peace pipe dream. . 
. . if only each gay person could 
reach the fears of five straight 
people within one year. . .Im-
possible. . .But it points the way. . 
.As well as the problem, the 
vicious circle. Relief of our 
oppression requires that we come 
out and be free to talk about an 
oppression which for many is so 
great that they dare not even talk 
about it with straights. 

Isn't it rather bizarre and 
intolerable that the third largest 
oppressed group today stands 
alone among all the others as 
being not simply at the bottom of 
the heap, but totally outside the 
pale in the outlaw status of a 
conspiracy of silence borne of 
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ignorance plus the phobia? In The 
Gay World, Martin Hoffman 
said that homophobic America's 
treatment of us "constitutes a 
continuing scandal in the moral 
life of the nation." We are still 
where the nineteenth century Nat 
Turner was, where the earl iest 
feminists were, who risked al l 
including family ties and 
economic survival to start their 
liberation. 

So. . .What is to be done? 
Gay liberation isn't going to 
succeed. Nor will it fail. There 
will be no nationwide revolution, 
no milennium in our time, but 
there will continue to be gains on 
al l fronts in spite of resurgent neo-
fascism. Gay group solidarity is 
blooming. Legal-economic reform 
is underway. Now we need to rap 
as wel l as zap. Everyone loves a 
parade, but those who can might 
do wel l to expand liberated zones 
outside the gayrex circles, past 
the institutions even, into the 
mentality of what is supposed to 
be our native land. The way OUT 
is the way IN. 

by Jim White 

Liberation is never having 
to say that you're sorry you're 
gay! 

• 
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FOR ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING 
concerning impersonation or 
transvestism . . .contact . . .the world's 
leading authority on these 
subjects . . .PUDGY ROBERTS, P.O. 
Box 71, Prince Street Station, N.Y.C., 
N.Y. 10012. 

Gay Lib : A Movement 
and Its Growing Pains 
NEWS ANALYSIS BY ANGELA 
KEYES DOUG LAS/A LT E R-
NAT I VE FEATURES SERVICE 

In Miami's Flamingo Park 
last summer, a long-simmering 
confl ict within the Movement 
came out into the open. With 
thousands of people massed 
together to present their 
grievances to the world from the 
shadows of the Democratic and 
Republican national conventions, 
tensions between gays and other 
activists, notable since the late 
sixties, flared into tense and often 
bitter confrontation. 

Protesting the war is now 
socially acceptable, of course, 
while gay l iberation is not. And 
the coarse reactions of male 
"radicals" to the hundreds of gay 
activists at Flamingo Park--and 
to many feminists on the scene as 
wel l--proved that in the 
Movement, too, liberation from 
stifl ing sexual roles is a touchy 
and volatile subject. 

To many protestors--and to 
those who came to the park to 
stare at gays for hours, amazed 
since they had "never seen a 
homosexual before"--it came as a 
rude awakening that gays and 
women would no longer tolerate 
abuse. The lesson was reinforced 
in the fistfights and tense stan-
doffs which marked the presence 
of gays in large numbers in 
Miami. 

Perhaps it was inevitable 
that this conflict would emerge, 
for both gay and female l iberation 
are directed against inequities 
and deeply held misconceptions 
on a personal level quite divorced 
from political ideology. It's 
natural that both movements 
touch the emotions of nearly 
everyone with whom they come 
into contact. 

The reaction on the part of 
male "radicals" to gay and 
feminist militance--essentially 
one of fear and guilt--results not 
only from society's psycho-sexual 
programming but also from the 
Movement activists' personal 
lack of experience with gay 
people and gayness in general. 

The mistakes of many 

radicals are to overlook the im-
mense diversity within the gay 
l iberation movement and to 
assume that the larger Movement 
is a, necessary prerequisite for 
gay l iberation. New as is gay 
liberation in some of its con-
temporary forms, homosexuals in 
the U.S. have made concerted 
public efforts for over twenty 
years, primarily through the 
Mattchine Society, ONE, and the 
Daughters of Bilitis, to fight the 
severe oppression of gays. 

Only in 1969, however, did 
gay liberation come out into the 
open, when gays fought back 
against a police raid at a gay bar 
in New York ("the Stonewall 
Rebell ion"). Gay l iberation 
Fronts began to form. There were 
already hundreds of homosexual 
clubs in existence, as well as 
several homosexual rel igious 
bodies such as the Metropolitan 
Community Church of Los 
Angeles. In 1969 there also 
emerged the political ly oriented 
Gay Activists Alliance of New 
York City. 

From 1969 to 1971, hundreds 
of street demonstrations, in-
volving many thousands of 
people, exemplified the rapid 
development of gay lib into a 
political movement. Held 
throughout the nation, the largest 
consist of commemorative 
marches in New York each June 
to observe the anniversary of the 
Stonewal l Rebel l ion. Fasts, 
hunger strikes and other actions 
al l served to mature the 
movement, and by late 1971 it had 
to some extent become accepted 
as such by other civil rights 
movements. 
INTRA MOVEMENT CONFLICT 

But as some gays found 
long-sought freedom almost 
overnight, problems inherent 
within the gay world also came 
out into the open. Transvestites 
came under fire: in some cases, 
they were viewed as stereotypes, 
as "remnants of an unliberated 
part," or as scapegoats to be 
sacrificed in order to obtain 
easier social acceptance. Great 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 18) 
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AN EVENING WITH THE DIVINE MISS M 
Despite being the coldest night 

of the week and having Clockwork 
Orange quietly sputtering from 
the loudspeakers as we fil led 
Uihlein Hall, the crowd was the 
warmest of any this reviewer has 
encountered at live per-
formances. It was Thursday, 
February 15th. To quote the 
morning Sentinel, "Milwaukee's 
gay community turned out en 
masse." We looked more l ike New 
York City, however, since half the 
audience seemed to have stepped 
out of GQ. There was an abun-
dance of baggies, high heels, bow 
ties, layers and layers. I swear I 
even saw an old drag number. 

At about 8:30 the crowd was 
becoming restless, but we were 
soon put at ease by the ap-
pearance of four musicians who 
went through a quick five or ten 
minute tune-up. Then the magic 
began, as three painted "cocktail 
waitresses" strutted on stage 
right in bare shouldered basic 
black with cinched waists, long 
black gloves and very appropriate 
orange gardenias glued to their 
left temples. 

And while we were still 
pinching ourselves in disbelief, 
our lady appeared on stage left. A 
carrot topped female Charlie 
Chaplin shuffl ing her way to 
center stage. Or was it a Shirley 
Temple who's just reached 
puberty complete with clumsy 
elongated body and ample 
bosom? Heavens no, it was the 
Divine Miss M., Bette Midler, if 
you don't know by now, playing 
the first of the Ten Tackiest Cities 
included in this her second tour. 
Dressed in charcoal baggies, 
bright orange platform shoes and 
a red blouse tied snugly under her 
braless breasts. The famous 
gardenia was present among her 
frizzy orange locks. 

"Milwaukee," she groaned 
into the microphone, "who would 
have thought I would be playing 
Milwaukee?" She then did several 
locality jokes and did a parody to 

GPU PHONE 

271-5273 

the Oscar Mayer j ingle, turning it 
into a teasing stab at Mayor 
Henry Maier. 

She then introduced her 
back-up singers, the Harlettes 
and romped into her theme song 
"Friends". Her campy style and 
humor quickly won the audience, 
many of whom know her 
primarily from her frequent 
appearances on the Tonight Show. 
Her very high drag approach 
lends itself probably from her 
long engagement at New York's 
gay Continental Baths. 

Through the evening she 
shoveled out all the garbage she 
knew, plucking numbers from the 
past five musical decades. Most of 
them were flawlessly and 
energetical ly performed from her 
current Atlantic LP, but to our joy 
she attacked several that weren't, 
including a very raucous number 
titled "Bad Sex". She opened the 
second half with "Moon of 
Manakoora" under a veal potted 
palm and dressed in a narrow 
white satin gown which limited 
her stride to about seven inches. 
She credited the song to Dotty 
Lamour. Other songs that evening 
were credited to the Andrews 
Sisters, Ethel Waters, Helen 
Morgan, Karen Carpenter and 
others. She filled space between 
numbers and kept audience in-
terest with "dirt stories from 
show biz", imitations of Charo 
and Karen Carpenter and flagrant 
ad libs. Her gown's narrow bot-
tom didn't interfere when she tore 
into "The Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy from Company B", but 
during the explosive "Your Love 
Keeps Lifting Me Higher and 
Higher" ala Tina Turner, she 
violently unzipped her costume to 
reveal her famous black sprayed 
on petal pushers and a corset-like 
strapless gl itter top, which at 
times did not seem to be doing its 
job at containing her top 
heaviness. 

She then jumped into "The 
Leader of the Pack" which 
seemed to be the favorite number 
of the attending crowd. It was 
accompanied by her usual 
frenzied movements. Finally she 
carefully placed the microphone 
on the stage floor and ran off 

stage, coming back on her return 
to a thunderous standing ovation, 
and she ended the superb show 
with the final chorus of "Friends" 
to which the audience, sti l l 
standing, clapped along. That was 
it, her ninety minute romp had 
ended too soon for the audience of 
more than 2,300, but she did not 
return as we had hoped, despite 
our continued applause. 

And Friday morning the 
rest of Milwaukee was subject to 
more than 2,300 imitations of the 
Divine Miss M. 

BY BOBBY SOX 
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books 

The Gay Liberation Book, 
edited by Len Richmond and Gary 
Noguera, Ramparts Press, San 
Francisco, 1973. 

Out of the Closets: Voices of 
Gay Liberation, edited by Karla 
Jay and Allen Young, Douglas 
Books, 1972. 

There seems to be no end to 
anthologies. Everybody seems to 
be writing one. The reason is that 
anybody who has been around in 
the gay movement certainly 
could. Everybody seems to have a 
box of old Sunshines, Drummers, 
GPU Newses and such laying 
around. All one would have to do 
would be to cut out some things, 
paste them into at least 
chronological order, and get 
someone to design a snappy cover 
in which to sandwich them. It 
would be easy -- for what it would 
be worth. 

The writing of a good an-
thology calls for considerably 
more, however. The difference 
between the presentation of a 
good collection and a pastiche 
depends on the editing. Certainly, 
anyone could gather the stuff 
included in a collection and read it 
all as it is found. If one were to 
read enough, it is probable that 
some pattern, some system of 
relationships, might begin to 
emerge. 

But everyone does not have 
the time or the capabilities to sort 
through the masses of com-
mentaries on the state of being 
gay. Moreover, when one has 
finished that stage, there remains 
the task of selecting the most 
interesting and most important of 
all that one finds. It's an expert's 
job. Thus, we look to a per-
ceptively edited anthology for a 
sampling of the best and most 
representative l iterature 
avai lable. The Gay Liberation 
Book and Out of the Closets; 
Voices of Gay Liberation are the 
most recent attempts at this 
ongoing labor. 

Both of these anthologies 
are composed of letters, 
statements, manifestos, short 
articles on gay oppression, gay 
politics and the l ike drawn from 
movement sources published 
since Stonewal l. Both of them 
have strong political slants, a 
good deal of leftist diction, and 
large quantities of the usual tell-
it-like-it-is confessions. 

There are major dif-
ferences, though, between them. 
According to the editors, The Gay 
Liberation Book is more than a 
collection. It is ". . . a celebration. 
A tribute to all gay brothers who 
have discovered that they are 
beautiful." They make no 
pretence of including female 
viewpoints. They have limited the 
scope of the book to a statement of 
the feelings and struggles that 
they feel to be characteristic of 
gay males. It is, they tel l us, ". 
the imprint of many minds and 
hearts." This much they justify. 
The title they do not. 

Aside from the total ex-
clusion of lesbians, the esclusion 
of questions of nonpolitical 
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"One of the best 
radical gay lib 
books we have 
so far." 
--The Advocate 

Feb 14, 1973 

heterodoxy (for which they also 
apologize) and just the whole 
West Coast viewpoint of the book 
are real ly limiting. What there is 
of it is good, but not new and not 
very well synthesized. It is not, 
therefore, a useful tool. 

Nevertheless, this is not to 
downgrade it. It is, instead, a 
souvenir for guys who have been 
around in the movement for a 
while. It has a beautiful format, 
besides; perhaps the most 
tasteful of any gay book. It is full 
of all the familiar faces and 
phrases that will be remembered 
as part of "the old days." So, for 
those who are familiar with its 
contents, this is a book to have 
around in a conspicuous spot and 
to leaf through now and then. 

Although Out of the Closets. 
. . has the visual appeal of only an 
old text book, it contains some 
fine writing about the meaning of 
being gay. I don't mean being a 
gay man or a gay woman. I mean 
a gay person; one who expresses 
oneself in one's most natural way 
despite the dynamics of op-
pression on the inside and the 
outside. There are many fine 
articles about this, indeed, and 
they are wel l assembled. 

Each of the nine divisions of 
the work serves as a discussion of 
the state of the question of a 
particular aspect of being gay. 
This is especially effective in 
dealing with subjects that are 
wel l-known but not wel l -
understood. For example, both 
anthologies include articles on the 
celebrated Venceremos brigade. 
Neither is enthusiastic about it, 
but in Out of the Closets. . . the 
material is presented well enough 
to inform about the brigade's 
purpose, to attack the myth that 
Marxism has something to offer 
gay people, and to impart the 
accurate impression that its 
adventure is the gay version of the 
"Bay of Pigs Incident." 

Even though this book is 
more inclusive than many others 
so far, it could have been even 
more so. Here, as in all others, 
there is no mention of significant 
statements in the media at large 
about gaydom. One might be 
interested to read some of the 
comments that el icited the 
reactions put forth in gay 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 18) 
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SONNET TO TOMMASO CAVALIERI (1533) #70 

Artist - Poet 

isk4, 

Since through the eyes the heart's seen in the face, 
I have no other way so evident 
To show my flame; let this then be sufficient, 
0 my dear Lord, to ask you now for grace. 

Perhaps your spirit, gazing at this chaste 
Fire that consumes me will, more than I credit, 
Have trust, and be with me speedy and lenient, 
As grace abounds for him who well entreats. 

0 happy that day, if this is true! 
Then at one instant in their ancient road 
The hours will be stopped, time, sun, the days, 

That I may have, though it is not my due, 
My so much desired, my so sweet lord, 
In my unworthy ready arms for always. 

SONNET TO TOMMASO CAVALIERI #96 

Wherefore should I let loose still more my keen 
Longing in mournful words or in lament, 
If Heaven, which clothes us all with such a fate, 
Strips no one of it ever, late or soon? 

Wherefore should my tired heart still urge me on 
To die, if others also die? So let 
My eyes feel in their final hours less hurt, 
All other good counts less than all my pain. 

Therefore if I cannot evade the blow 
I steal and snatch from him, if it is fated, 
Who at least comes between delights and harms? 

If capture and defeat must be my joy, 
It is no wonder that, alone and naked, 
I remain prisoner of a knight-at-arms. 

SONNET TO TOMMASO CAVALIERI #258 

Violent passion for tremendous beauty 
Is not perforce a bitter mortal error, 
If it can leave the heart melted thereafter, 
So that a holy dart can pierce it quickly. 

Not hindering high flight to such vain fury, 
Love wakens, rouses, puts the wings in feather, 
As a first step, so that the soul will soar 
And rise to its maker, finding this too scanty. 

The love for what I speak of reaches higher; 
Woman's too much unlike, no heart by rights 
Ought to grow hot for her, if wise and male. 

One draws to Heaven and to earth the other, 
One in the soul, one living in the sense 
Drawing its bow on what is base and vile. 
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Michelangelo 
Whi le dredging up 

authentic poems and art work by 
Michelangelo for this month's 
center spread in G.P.U. NEWS, I 
recently waded into several 
biographies of the famous 
Renaissance genius. (1475-1564) 
The more I read, the more I was 
intrigued by the great extremes to 
which his various biographers 
have gone to explain away his 
homosexuality. All agree on his 
genius, but most seem to feel that 
such a genius could not be gay and 
offer a whitewash job to cover the 
obvious fact. 

Everyone, it seems is 
willing to accept the refined gold 
of genius, but few want to believe 
that such gold could come from a 
"tainted" vessel. Therefore, 
throughout history when a genius 
is found to be gay, the whitewash 
brushes go to work. Casual op-
posite sex friends are turned into 
passionate lovers and real same 
sex lovers are cal led "platonic" 
friends or worse still, ignored 
completely. The life and per-
sonality of Michelangelo has been 
so whitewashed as to be almost 
unrecognizable. 

This article is not intended 
as a brief biography of the 
master, nor is it even an attempt 
to disprove the theories of the 
biographers. Rather, I hope to 
look at Michelangelo's life and 
work in the framework of his 
sexuality and personality. If I 
vent a little righteous anger along 
the way at what history has done 
to gay genius, please remember 
that anger is a vice only when it 
disturbs clarity of judgement. 

That Michelangelo was an 
artistic genius was recognized 
when he was only fourteen by 
Lorenzo de' Medici (Lorenzo the 
Magnificent), who invited him to 
live as a guest in the Medici 
palace. Lorenzo had collected 
around himself some of the 
greatest thinkers and intellects of 
his time and had founded a school 
of sculpture in the Medici gar-
dens. Here, Michelangelo 
produced two of his early 
sculptures, both of which, if 
examined objectively, tend to 
show the homo-erotic personal ity 
that was forming in the artist. 

- A Study in 
The earliest extant work of 

Michelangelo is a bas-rel ief 
known as the "Madonna del la 
Scala", a seated Madonna and 
Child in the style of Donatel lo. A 
powerful composition, the 
Madonna is technical ly superb, 
but singularly lacking in the 
maternal tenderness usually 
associated with the subject. As a 
matter of fact, this big handed, 
massive creature is feminine only 
in costume. One biographer tries 
to explain away the obvious by 
stating that the death of 
Michelangelo's mother when he 
was only six might explain the 
masculinity of his youthful 
Madonnas. Could this also explain 
the masculine women who appear 
many years later as heroic Sibyls 
in the ceiling paintings of the 
Sistine Chapel? 

His second youthful work is 
a larger bas-relief called the 
"Battle of the Centaurs" showing 
more than twenty nude male 
figures locked in hand to hand 
combat. The topic enabled the 
artist to glorify the male body in 
many different positions, a sort of 
"compendium of the nude." One 
cannot look at this closely int-
wined group of male nudes 
without sensing an undercurrent 
of eroticism. 

Throughout his life, 
Michelangelo frequently selected 
subjects that could best be ex-
pressed by the use of a large 
number of male nudes. i.e., "The 
Last Judgement." Robert N. 
Linscott, modern editor of 
Michelangelo's verse and letters, 
cal ls this fact an "obsession" for 
"the naked male in many 
postures." Other authors, 
however, gloss over this "ob-
session" by attributing it to 
"Florentine Platonism." 

The spirit of the 
Renaissance was one of a revival 
of classic form and knowledge in 
art, l iterature and learning. 
Therefore, Renaissance thinkers 
looked to the ancient Greeks and 
Romans for "classic" models of 
thought. Plato's writings on male 
affections which ultimately deny 
the flesh fitted easily into the 
rel igious phi losophy of the 
Renaissance. 

Whitewash 
The Judeo-Christian 

tradition that the sex act was 
sacred to procreation, the ideal 
being love without physical 
contact, made homosexuality 
immoral and a sin unless it could 
be purified into spiritual desire 
only. On the other hand, it is well 
known that homosexuality was 
not uncommon in the 
Renaissance. The firey Florentine 
preacher, Savonarola attacked it 
repeatedly. To the Renaissance 
thinker, Neo-Platonism offered a 
position that reconciled both 
views. Love between members of 
the same sex was permissible, 
even sought after, provided it did 
not develop into a physical 
relationship. The constant 
struggle with the temptations of 
physical sex al lowed the lover to 
rise (in theory, if not always in 
practice) above the violence of 
physical passion to a spiritual 
calm. 

Creighton Gi lbert, 
Michelangelo's modern tran-

the growth of 
GAY CONSCIOUSNESS 

he
dC1 poRic 

goy liberation newspaper 

6 issues 

$2.25USA 

4 Kensington Ave. 
Toronto, M5 T 2J 7, 
Ont. CANADA 

name: 
address: 

GAY LIB PACKET 
Back Issues 1,6 $2.00 
Single Bac,1,: .Tbsues 400 



MARCH 1973 /gpu news/15 

slator, spends several pages in his 
translator's forward to the 
Complete Poems and Selected 
Letters of Michelangelo using 
Neo-Platonism as whitewash. 
Admittedly, Gilbert has the dif-
ficult task of explaining away a 
goodly number of love sonnets by 
the master addressed to the 
handsome young nobleman, 
Tommaso Cavalieri. 

He has the particularly 
outspoken sonnet number 258 (see 
center spread) to explain away. 
Here Michelangelo states flatly 
that a man should not "grow hot" 
for a woman because the love of a 
man "draws to heaven" and the 
other is "base and vile." Gilbert 
!whitewashes as follows: 
"The frustrating difficulty of reaching 
spiritual calm through excitement over 
beautiful women can be circumvented in 
one way. This is by loving a man, since 
sexual excitement is there not involved. 
This solution is offered expl icitly in poem 
258. 'Violent passion for tremendous 
beauty' is free of sin if it aspires to 
Heaven. Love for a woman is 'too much 
unlike' and should be avoided. Since this 
was a solution to Michelangelo's most 
urgent problem, the expression of such 
love for men is frequent. Rejecting 'the 
sense', it does not involve homosexuality 

. . Platonic love is not the timid bloodless 

thing that we usually associate with it, but 

an agonized defense against the temp-

tations of women." 

Whitewash or hogwash? Where is 
the evidence that Michelangelo 
was ever tempted by a woman? 

Even such a friendly writer 
as John Addington Symonds felt it 
necessary to add an appendix to 
his biography to explain that 
although . . . "He showed no 
partial ity for women and a 
notable enthusiasm for the beauty 
of young men" . . . there was no 
reason to "doubt his moral 
probiety." He further accused 
Michelangelo of a "physically 
frigid temperment . . . who 
habitual ly phi losophized his 
emotions." This, from Symonds 
who seems to have written 
sympathetic biographies, essays, 
or translations of every 
prominent homosexual prior to 
his time and who is known to have 
worked very hard to include his 
contemporaries such as Whitman 
in his stable. Symonds did 
beautiful translations in rhyme of 
Michelangelo's poems and letters, 
using more than the usual tran-

"fly away with us" 

slator's license. Indeed, one of 
Michelangelo's letters to 
Caval ieri as translated by 
Symonds is a lengthy romantic 
epistle bearing l ittle or no 
resemblance to the friendly, but 
guarded letter as translated by 
Gilbert. 

History, as reported by his 
biographers, offers no proof that 
Michelangelo's relationship with 
Tomasso Caval ieri ever stooped 
to the carnal. For one thing, the 
master was 57 years old in 1532 
when he met the unusually 
handsome and intelligent young 
patrician. There is no doubt, 
however, that he promptly fell in 
love with this embodiment of his 
idea of the ideal male. 

Caval ieri inspired 
Michelangelo to express his 
feelings in a series of elegant love 
sonnets that force his biographers 
to hurry to the whitewash pots. 
Linscott says: 
"The extravagant sentiments of some of 
his poems reflect the conventions of the 
period which Michelangelo developed in 
his own personal way. They show a tender 
and sensitive side to his nature, a bondage 
to beauty of mind and body; but they show 
nothing more." 
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Other biographers go into 
lengthy ecstasies about Neo-
Platonism, the inspiration of 
Dante, Petrarch and other lesser 
known classicists, and some even 
discuss the "l iberation of the 
soul." 

After admitting that 
Michelangelo was "fascinated by 
Cavalieri's physical beauty", the 
modern scholar Francesco De 
Feo slaps the whitewash on with a 
very wide brush: 
Buonarroti's love for young 
Tommaso was a pure and total ly 
disinterested love, a love of 
beauty as a witness of God; it was 
a love entirely spiritual and 
almost sacred, understood as a 
high and noble sentiment of 
friendship for the virtues and 
beauty of the youth, for his 
eloquence and intel ligence, for his 
culture. It was the agreement of 
two souls that felt each needed the 
other. And the best proof of the 
purity of their feelings is the 
duration of this mutual affection; 
it lasted until the death of the 
artist. Cavalieri was of help to 
him in business as well; it was 
thanks to him that the master, 
now very old, completed the wood 
model for the dome of St. Peter's. 
It was Caval ieri who was with him 
at the moment of death and 
jealous ly preserved 
Michelangelo's drawings for the 
Campidoglio." 

Caval ieri also preserved a 
group of finished drawings given 
to him by the master, obstensibly 
to help the novice in his drawing 
lessons. Among them was a 
portrait of the youth, indicating 
that Michelangelo must have, 
indeed, been fascinated by his 
physical beauty. Michelangelo 
had steadfastly refused to do 
portraits, for, as Vasari says, "he 
abhorred making a l ikeness 
unless it was of infinite beauty." 

That he even gave finished 
drawings to Caval ieri was highly 
unusual since he almost never 
finished his drawings, using them 
simply as a method of getting an 
idea down on paper before it was 
lost. Periodical ly he gathered 
these shorthand, idea drawings 
together and burned them lest 
they fall into the hands of a public 
that might see the work that went 
into creating a masterpiece. The 
topics chosen for the drawings 

and the fact that they were 
executed with an erotic sym-
bol ism makes them more than the 
equivalents of the love poems. 

He did three versions of the fall 
of the sun's chariot with 
Phaethon, each becoming more 
sensuous and psychoanlytical ly 
revealing. A Tityus with the 
vulture eating his heart shows a 
reclining male nude, strapped to a 
rock, straddled by a large bird. 
This over all effect should surely 
be appreciated by the modern gay 
who is into the "bondage" scene. 
The evident allusions to the tor-
ments of love (gay love?) are so 
obvious as to be almost painful. 

In the Bacchanal of the 
Cherubs and The Archers (see 
center spread), Michelangelo 
reverts to his Centaurs type group 
of male nudes, only this time with 
an open eroticism in an orgiastic 
setting. Modern psychiatrists 
should have no difficulty in seeing 
"infanti le regression" in the 
former and "symbolic 
ejaculation" in the latter. 

Several idealized "divine 
heads" are almost sweet enough 
to be valentines and do not carry 
the usual Michelangelo sense of 
drama. (One is a drawing called 
Zenobia which recently was 
reversed and used on the dust 
jacket of Mary Renault's latest 
gay novel, The Persian Boy.) The 
drawing titled The Three Labours 
of Hercules shows almost por-
nographic sex posture studies. 

Who then can argue that 
Michelangelo was not 
homosexual? If not an overt 
homosexual, he was at least 
aware of his homo-erotic feel ings 
and was brave enough to express 
them in poems and drawings at a 
time when he could easily have 
been destroyed by a more public 
admission of his nature. 

The whitewash brushes 
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began in his own lifetime and are 
still at work. Do you wonder that I 
burn with anger when I read the 
following in Arno Karlen's sup-
posedly objective "Sexuality and 
Homosexuality, a New View" 
publ ished as recently as 1971: 
"The evidence suggests that both 
Leonardo and Michelangelo, 
unless they had secret, 
unrecorded homosexual lives, 
were mostly sexually inactive. 
They may or may not have 
identified as homosexuals." To 
describe either as homosexual 
with confidence reflects a desire 
to believe them homosexual. 

Does it really matter that 
heterosexuals go to such ex-
tremes to whitewash our gay 
geniuses? Yes, indeed, it does 
matter. The entire historic 
irrational attacks on the 
homosexual as an irresponsible, 
unproductive creature who 
destroys the fabric of society 
sinks when the gold of gay genius 
is placed in the balance on the 
scale. Bring the truth out into the 
open and one more myth will fall. 
In my opinion it is also important 
to the self image of the 
homosexual to know that society 
has gone to a great deal of trouble 
to l ift the sickness stigma from a 
long I ist of people who contributed 
mightily to our culture in spite of 
being persecuted for being 
homosexua I. 

Al l through history it has 
been those whose views and lives 
have been unorthodox who have 
had the most profound effect on 
their time. The world has relied 
on the genius of the individual, 
even when eccentric or deviant, to 
lead the way, but then it has said 
"Look at him. He's just like me." 
Until recently, Black heroes were 
omitted from the history books, 
their accompl ishments being 
ignored entirely. Blacks are busy 
putting their people back into the 
pages of history. We must do the 
same thing except that our people 
have not been ignored, but simply 
whitewashed. We must remove 
the whitewash carefully so that 
the true picture will emerge and 
gays both historic and modern 
can take their rightful place. 

END 

BY SAM EDWARDS 
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0- here a there E) 
It will probably be officially 

received as were the reports on 
marijuana, violence and por-
nography-censorship, but the 
Final Report of the Task Force on 
Homosexuality is now available 
from: Publ ic Inquiries, NCMHI, 
500 Fishers Lane, Rockvil le, 
Maryland 20852. This is the 
"Hooker Reporf", a soberly 
right-on policy statement from 
the National Institute of Mental 
Health. 

*** 

Really, my dearest Mama! 
You're very old hat and 
bourgeois's 

To frown on Denise 
And me and Maurice 

And our wonderful menage a 
trois. 
(thanks to The Gay Canadian, 
P.O. Box 284, Stat."A", Van-
couver 1, B.C.) 

* * 

Portland, Oregon -- A 
federal judge has ruled that a 
teacher's homosexuality does not 
constitute immorality, and that 
she was improperly fired from 
her job. 

Judge Gus J. Solomon 
awarded the teacher, Peggy 
Burton, 1 1/2 year's back pay and 
ordered that all references to 
immorality be removed from her 
record at Cascade Union High 
School. 

MEET NEW GAY FRIENDS 
Our NATIONWIDE Services 

Eliminate Cruising! 
SAFE & DISCREET 

INTRODUCTIONS by MAIL 
or TELEPHONE! 

GSF . . Since 1968 
Call Now: 213-654-3491 or Send Coupon! 

GSF Organization 
8235 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 

Yes, I'm interested in learning more 
about the GSF Organization and how I can 
expand my social life. I enclose $1.00 for 
postage and handling. 

Name   Age 

Address  

City   State 

Zip   Phone # 

Dept. -GPI! 

A Gay Bibliography is 
a "carefully compiled non-
fiction" list which "emphasizes 
materials that support a positive 
view of homosexuals and 
homosexuality.' It emerged from 
the American Library 
Association's Task Force on Gay 
Liberation, which bi l ls itself as 
the first time gay people in a 
professional association have 
openly formed a group to protect 
their own interests within the 
profession and to advance the 
interests of other gay people as 
touched by that profession. Copies 
are available from Barbara 
Gittings, P.O. Box 2383, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103. Enclose a 
stamped, self-addressed en-
velope. You might wish to use this 
l ist to check out the holdings of 
your own public library. Out of the 
locked cases and on to the 
shelves! 

* * * 

San Francisco's Society For 
Individual Rights (S.I.R.) has 
elected a new slate of officers 
including Frank Fitch, 29, as the 
youngest president in S.I.R.'s 
history. The new vice-president is 
Don Scott. Returned to office were 
"Duke" Smith, Secretary and 
Rodger Hayden, Treasurer. Five 
new members were elected to the 
9 member board of trustees. They 
are: Jim Foster, Gary Miller, 
Deno Thomas, Doug DeYoung, 
and Kevin Norton. 

* * * 

Mexico City, D.F. -- A 
Homosexual Liberation Front of 
Mexico has been formed but it 
must operate clandestinely. The 
country's government forbids the 
group from having a post office 
box, being a legal organization, 
publishing statements, or having 
meetings. (from The Fountain, 
Portland Oregon.) 

* 

The Catholic Conference of 
Bishops of Ohio has invited New 
York's Fr. John McNeil, S.J. to 
speak on the Gay ministry at its 
spring conference. (from Dignity, 
Feb. 1973) 

Our thanks to Milwaukee's 
Bugle-American for including 
Gay People's Union under 3 
headings in their Feb. 7-14 pullout 
section titled "Community 
Resources Handbook." 

Wouldn't it have been nice if they 
had also acknowledged that the 
Handbook's cover design was 
l ifted from a back issue of G.P.U. 
NEWS? 

*** 

At the annual meeting of the 
voting members of the cor-
poration of One Inc., held on 
January 26, 1973, Howard Beck, 
treasurer of G.P.U. NEWS was 
unanimously elected to voting 
membership in the corporation. 
Our congratulations to Mr. Beck. 

* * * 

San Francisco's long 
notorious Embarcadaro Y.M.C.A. 
is up for sale with a minimum bid 
of $850,000. The Y should be able 
to get more than that out of the 
building by razing it and selling 
souvenir bricks and shower 
handles to sentimental gays 
throughout the world. 

* * * 
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books FROM PAGE 11 
collections, or popular accounts ot 
"zaps," and of gay People taking 
account of themselves. 

Out of the Closets. . . also 
contains an "International 
Directory of Gay Organizations." 
It is quite complete, especial ly for 
the United States, (GPU is, of 
course, among the l istings.) 
Besides its obvious usefulness, 
this is of interest otherwise. 
Because it is so recent, it lists the 
many moderate groups that have 
taken control of the movement 
from the few rather radical 
groups with which it began. These 
original groups- were the ones 
from which most of the rhetoric 
comes for most of the articles in 
both anthologies. 

In other words, if one 
compares the points of view of the 
groups l isted with what is said, 
and the way it is said, in these 
works the "Sea Change" that gay 
liberation has undergone since the 
late sixties wi l l become un-
mistakably clear. The old order 
has steadily given way to new --
new faces, new l ingo, new goals, 
new tactics, new ideas. There can 
be no doubt that these things 
are significant. Of course, their 
results stil l remain to be seen. 

If you are interested in the 
direction which the movement is 
taking, don't bother yourself 
too much in speculating about it. 
You won't have to wait long for a 
perspective on the events. Why? 
Because someone, somewhere, is 
writing another anthology. 

by JOHN TOM 

Gay Lib 
conflict resulted, eventually 
producing a number of small 
militant transvestic groups apart 
from other elements of gay 
l iberation. 

Conflict between gay men 
and women also developed, 
although the Gay Liberation 
Front and other groups attempted 
cosexual efforts; the polarization 
appears to be continuing, fur-
thered by the development of both 
male and female homosexual 
supremacist groups who are 
bitterly opposed to each other on 
all levels and are sometimes 
almost in a state of war. 

Regional conflict also 
developed, pitting organized gays 
in one area of the nation against 
those in another, stifling badly-
needed attempts to forge unity. 
NOT ACCEPTED BY GAYS 

In truth, the contemporary 
concept of gay liberation was not 
readily accepted by the gay 
world, which thrives in an op-
pressed situation. If 
homosexuality were fully ac-
cepted by society, there would be 
no pressing need for gay bars, gay 
newspapers or gay organizations. 
In general, most gays stil l exist in 
terror, want only to hold onto 
whatever they have, and are most 
fearful of anything--including gay 
l iberation--that might negate 
their chances for survival. 

The polarization of the 
haves and the have-nots within 
the gay world is extreme. The gay 
liberation movement is composed 

FROM PAGE 8 

— Dining Room • Cocktail Lounge — 

Twenty-Seven East Ohio Street • Chicago, Illinois 60610 
467-6330 

mostly of have-nots: young people 
and those who l ive what is often 
viewed as the "more sordid 
aspects of gay life." Those who 
resist the politicization of the gay 
lib movement are in general the 
haves--those who belong to the 
financially solvent gay 
organizations which expend their 
full energies to conserve what 
they already have. 

However, the full 
assimilation of homosexual ity by 
society is so distant in time that 
the "gay establ ishment" has little 
to worry about--and in some cases 
it has greatly benefitted from gay 
l ib's proselytizing efforts. In 
several states, many sex laws 
have been abol ished or 
l iberalized, and a more liberal 
attitude toward gay people is 
developing. Many gay l ib books--
The Gay Militants, Dancing the Gay Lib 
Blues, Homosexual : Liberation and Op-
pression, Lesbian/Woman, Sappho Was a 
Right On Woman 
--have appeared, and more are on 
the way, while a gay liberationist 
press (generally replacing the 
quiet "homophile" publications) 
has emerged. 

Despite internal conflicts, 
the backlash within the 
Movement, gay liberation cannot 
be destroyed, for it is an idea. 
Some people feel that its time has 
come, and that the world has only 
seen its first flower. 

Chicago's Leather Toy Store 

THE LEATHER CELL 

by 

' ,-

, 
rat -

I 

1 

M 
A 
L 
E 

H 

D 
E 

Sunday 
Tuesday 

501 
(Downstairs 

6 P.M.
10 P.M.

N. 

-12 P.M. 
-2 A.M. 

• 

Clark 
at the 

( 
.. 

GOLD 

Street 

Friday 
Sm.rday 

COAST) 

10 P.M..] 
i0 P.M.•I 

1 

A.M. 
A.M. 



MARCH 1973 /gpu news/19 

4 

N 

.0•••••Riti.

ORTH 
R E STAURANT (-1---) BAR 
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Female Homosexuality and Feminism 
The study of all things 

sexual has seen a sharp es-
calation in the last 10 years. 
However, even with the 
emergence of the gay liberation 
movement, Lesbians are still 
considered, by some, to be a 
pretty exotic species. Unlike their 
male counterparts, lesbians are 
simply not taken seriously. 

The extreme masculine 
types are labled "dykes" and 
laughed at, while the rest are 
considered befuddled dropouts 
from the only legitimate lifestyle 
of dependent intimacy with a 
man. Thus because they are 
pretty much invisible -- and 
harmless to boot, nobody has 
real ly bothered to concern 
themselves about them. Hence 
the scarcity of studies about 
them, of laws against them, and of 
literature and art depicting them. 

Yet it has become apparent 
within the last few years that 
within feminist circles the lesbian 
presence is very vividly felt. In 
this -- self-selected group of some 
of the brightest, and at the same 
time most discontent women in 
our society, the lesbian is, in 
many cases, finding herself in the 
unique position of being taken 
seriously for the first time. 
Whether, it is lesbian reality or 
some mythic version of that 
reality which is receiving this 
unprecedented attenion is, I feel, 
a question long overdue for 
consideration. 

The history of the 
emergence of a lesbian con-
sciousness among American 
feminists is too long and tangled 
for me to recount here (good 
accounts may be found in Donn 
Teal's The Gay Militants and in 
Sidney Abbott and Barbara 
Love's Sappho Was a Right On 
Woman). Suffice it to say that, 
alas, feminists are not unlike 
most groups in their desire to 
protect their cause by disavowing 
"undesirables". Thus they feared 
that being stamped wholesalely 
with the labels "lesbian" or 
"dyke" (a put down indeed 
frequently resorted to by men and 
the male-dominated press) would 
both reduce the effectiveness of 
their crusade and turn off 

potential recruits. 
This meant that the 

struggle of those lesbians within 
the movement for recognition in 
their true sexual colors and as 
feminists with special problems 
was a difficult and at times sordid 
one. And yet, I think one can truly 
say that to a large extent a 
remarkable openness to the 
lesbian issue is now a reality. tt 
took place far earlier in radical 
feminist circles, but finally even 
among the more traditional 
groups. The symbolic culmination 
of the latter was probably the 
passage of the resolution on 
lesbianism by the National 
Organization for Women at its 
1971 National Conference; it went 
on record to avow the validity of 
the lesbian lifestyle and to include 
its particular problems among the 
legitimate concerns of feminism. 

With the turning of that 
crucial corner, we have seen a 
further and rather surprising 
progression. Once quite ignored in 
the movement, the lesbian now is 
often seen as occupying the front 
ranks of the crusade for the total 
human emancipation of women. 
By what strange turn of per-
ceptions did this reversal occur? 

Wel l, basically, during the 
process of coming around to 
accepting lesbians as sisters, 
feminists were listening to them. 
What lesbians were saying, in-
deed had been saying for some 
time, was that they belonged up 
there at the head of the army for 
two important reasons. 

First of all, they saw 
themselves as epitomizing vic-
timization at the hands of males 
because they had totally rejected 
men in their lives. Rather than 
legal ly (or nonlegally) con-
tracting with a male for emotional 
and material sustenance, they 
had instead chosen to both brave 
the law and social conventions to 
relate exclusively to other 
women, in which relationships 
they could of course not expect the 
automatic benefits associated 
with attachment to men. In fact, 
their refusal in any way to depend 
on men meant an even higher 
price tag in terms of privilege and 
status loss than is true of straight 

• 
• 

women, yet another example of 
the cost in our society for refusal 
to live the traditional pattern of 
male dominance and female 
submissiveness. 

Secondly, lesbians felt they 
deserved a hearing from 
feminists because they offered a 
reasonable alternative for women 
disenchanted with the prospects 
of making it with men. They 
perceived themselves as exem-
plums, that is, living examples of 
how to get along without men. 
Indeed, from both a theoretical 
and practical point of view, their 

' l ife style appeared eminently 
sensible. If, as seems true on the 
basis of spontaneous testimony 
from women in the movement, it 
is the rare man indeed who is able 
to relate to a woman as his equal, 
then it seems only reasonable for 
such dissatisfied women to at 
least consider lesbianism. 
Living out this option, moreover, 
has important ideological im-
plications, it was pointed out. In 
such a total commitment which 
withholds nothing, including 
sexual love, women would be 
giving ultimate proof of their 
pronouncements about the equal 
worth of men and women. 

The foregoing then is a brief 
distillate of much lesbian writing 
of the last few years. Since more 
and more feminists are being 
exposed to this line of argument 
which sees lesbians as a kind of 
feminist elite, I would like to take 
the risk of examining it somewhat 
critically. For I would guess that 
many feminists are turned off by 
it, but dare not object because 
anti-lesbianism is no longer 
fashionable; while others are 
sympathetically inclined, but, 
nonetheless, have mixed reac-
tions and thus are uncertain about 
speaking out affirmatively. A 
sorting out of the facts will not 
only help these women to respond 
more realistically, but hopefully 
also will tend to help lesbians 
themselves to think more clearly 
about their relation to the feminist 
cause. 

To be quite direct about it, 
I've been forced to conclude that 
far too much lesbian polemic is 
unexcuseably simplistic. Its 
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A Reevaluation Part 1 
reiteration of a few key ideas 
tends not only to become a 
monotonous bore, but is of a sort 
that simplifies and distorts a far 
more complex reality. Not unlike 
this genre in the service of other 
causes, one can with some justice 
apply to it the description coined 
by a friend of mine -- namely, 
"radical mind-fuck". 

But to be specific, I wil l zero 
in on the two chief claims made by 
this lesbian rhetoric. As evidence 
of this sort of propaganda I will 
quote from a rather typical article 
which appeared in the lesbian 
feminist issue of Motive magazine 
(v. 32, no. 1, 1972), entitled "What 
Every Lesbian Should Know" and 
written by Charlotte Bunch and 
Rita Mae Brown. With respect to 
the peculiar burden of lesbian 
oppression and its cause, they 
say, 

This society hates women who love 
women, and so the lesbian who 
escapes male dominance in her 
private home receives it doubly at the 
hands of male society; she is 
harrassed, outcast, and shuttled to the 
bottom. 

Now their subsequent analysis of 
the reasons for male put down of 
lesbians is both perceptive and 
accurate. Lesbians threaten 
masculine power by withholding 
dependence on men and by 
demonstrating that, contrary to 
the female myth of weakness and 
passivity, they can function very 
well without them, indeed can 
achieve a healthy identity 
unrelated to the male mystique. 

What the authors quite 
glaringly fail to note, however, is 
that this total disavowal of the 
male only partly accounts for 
persecution of lesbians. Ignored is 
the fact that they are 
"homosexuals", and that 
homosexuality, both the male and 
female varieties, has been 
deemed a revolting infraction of 
societal norms throughout the 
centuries of our Judeo-Christian 
Western culture. Whether con-
sidered sin or sickness or crime, 
homosexual ity has been punished 
with an irrational vigor and 
harshness probably matched only 
by heresy and witchcraft. 

True, one might argue that 

BY DONNA MARTIN 

male homosexuals are hounded 
because a male-dominated 
culture sees the submission of one 
male to another in the sex act as a 
foul debasement of the male ideal, 
a perverse aping of the female 
submissive role. And that it is this 
flouting of the male power trip, 
which they share with lesbians, 
which is the root cause for the 
persecution of both groups. True 
enough, this is surely an im-
portant factor, but here are are 
many others which contribute 
heavily. For example, there is the 
weight carried by those Bibl ical 
passages which seem to condemn 
homosexuality as a heinous sin; 
related, is the threat to morality 
seen as being posed by such 
deviant sexuality in a culture 
which has been excessively ob-
sessed with adherence to a bleak, 
repressive sexual code; and, 
there is the parallel threat to the 
nuclear biological family, equally 
characteristic of our culture 
(especially in the last few cen-
turies), as seen in a way of life 
which subverts its primacy. 

In view then of this con-
stellation of causes of lesbian 
oppression, it is simply being 
false to the facts to see lesbians 
solely as occupying the extreme 
position on the continuum of 
female oppression. And to con-
clude that they offer the supreme 
model for combating such op-
pression is consequently totally 
off-base. Bunch and Brown, for 
example, say that "feminists 
must become lesbians if they hope 
to end male supremacy ". 
Clearly, this is sheer nonsense! 
What isn't nonsense, however, is 
the more reasonable expection 
that all women come to recognize 
each other as loving comrades in 
the common cause against male 
"natural right". 

Frequently proclaimed by 
feminists is the goal, not simply of 
female liberation, but of human 
l iberation. An unargueable goal, 
it is also useful in countering 
attacks against them of female 
chauvinism and in mollifying 
male resistence by pointing out 
that their efforts will benefit men 
as wel l as women through 
releasing both sexes from rigid 

role restrictions. But women too, 
like all fal lable people in this far 
from perfect world, are 
vulnerable to the temptation of 
exploiting others. Thus I would 
like to see the usual feminist 
conception of the ideal of human 
liberation more specifically 
delineated. As such, hopefully, it 
would cut as an antidote to op-
pression of women by women on 
the basis of sexual preference, 
race or class, and incidentally 
also help the movement by 
decreasing the divisiveness such 
differences often generate. One 
really important function then of 
lesbians in the feminist 
movement, as I see it, is to 
provide an opportunity, along 
with racial minorities and 
working class women, for all 
women to expand their sym-
pathies and become more fully 
human. 

(to be continued) 
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CELEBRATE 
ST. PATRICK'S DAY WITH US 

Saturday, March 17 

FREE GREEN BEER 

LUNCH AT MIDNIGHT 

Our facilities are available 
for private parties at 

reasonable rates. 

157 South First St. 
Phone: 273-9016 

7 

kf) 
V 



MARCH 1973 /gpu news/23 

ADS 419, INCH 
1 1 1 1 1 1 ! I1 I 1 1 1 1  I 1 1 1  1 I I I 1 1 1 1 1 1 

FRED of Kenosha. How R U? I 
thank U 4 unique Birthday Gift. 
LUV/SEX. Matthew of Glendale. 

A drinking problem? Call 272-
3081. Mention this ad or G.P.U. 

Not a sex ad — just a way for all 
lonely gay boys and girls in all 

areas to write each other. Ads 

placed free if under 21. Monthly 

rates. Send stamp for info. to 

National Chicken Hawk, Box 337/G 
Mi l liken, Colorado 80543 

Two stable people have large, 

beautiful ly furnished eastside 
house to share. Rare opportunity 
for reliable person. 964-4733. 

Smal l informal meetings for TVs 
and TSs every other week. Large 
social meetings with outstanding 
guests every other month. Karen 
Rigg, P.O. Box 45, Lansing, Ill. 
60438. 312-561-1694. 

To my BUDDY, a beautiful 
Pisces. Happy Birthday with all 
my LUV, as always. Your Mat-
thew of Glendale. 

Back issues ofG.P.U. NEWS 
are avai lable at 500 each for every 
issue since October 1971. Not only 
are these copies historically impor-
tant, but a complete volume would 
be a fine addition to any gav's 
l ibrary. Write: G.P.U. NEWS, P.G. 
Box 90530, Mi lwaukee, Wis. 53202 

RATES FOR ADS BY THE INCH 
$2.00 per inch for first insertion, 
$1 .50 there after. 

IR Memory 

GINA K. SGHE1519 
1938 - 1975 

BURT, WHY DON'T YOU MEET ME AT 
THIS IS IT"? THEY'RE OPEN 

EVERY DAY AT 3... You CAN 
PARK FREE NEXT DOOR... 

IT'S AT 4Ig EAST WELLS. 
YES, I'VE GOT THE NUMBER 
IT'S 273-9730. ••• 
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Are you 
going to 
sit on the 
sidelines 
all your 
life? 
What are you doing about 
what's wrong with our 
community? You. Not the 
fellow next to you. You. 

Don't kid yourself. You 
know what the problems are. 
You read the papers. You 
listen to the gossip. Now get 
off the sidelines and into 
the game. 

Join 
gpu 

r  OM OP IIMP SIM OM SEP UM ME I

'GAY PEOPLES UNION 
!  BOX 90530 'P.O.MILWUAKEE, WIS. 53202 

IYES, I WANT TO JOIN G.P.U.I 
'ENCLOSED IS: 
2 $2.00 ONE YEAR DUES 

$3.00 SUBSCRIPTION 
G.P.U. NEWS 

II AM OVER 18. 
,NAME 

'ADDRESS 

ICITY 

1STATE ZIP 
imam mom= umandinai um a 

I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

calendar media 
NOTE! -- 7:30 is the new starting 
time for the regular meetings of 
the G.P.U. This will al low about 
1/2 hr. for informal raps, 
socializing, meeting and greeting. 
Meeting topics will begin now to 
develop sequentially the basic 
ideas and concepts of the gay 
liberation movement. 

MONDAY March 5th 
Discussion meeting: 
"Homosexual , Homophile, Gay. . 

Different?" 
WEEKEND March 9-10-11 -- St. 
Nicholas Youth Group Retreat. 
Cal l for reservations. (276-0651) 
MONDAY March 19th -- Potluck 
Supper at 7:00 P.M. Discussion at 
8:00. "Erotica vs. Pornography: 
Sexist objectivication." 
FRIDAY March 23rd -- Deadline 
for April issue G.P.U. News ar-
ticles, items and ads. Send to our 
P.O. Box 90530, bring to meetings, 
or get it to the editor. 
MON DAY March 26th 
"Bisexuality: Theoretical ideal or 
Practical proolem?" 
WEDNESDAY March 28th --
Speakers Committee meeting at 
803 E. Kewaunee, 7:30 P.M. 
SATURDAY March 31st G.P.U. 
News paste-up. 
MONDAY April 2nd 
"Discovering Homosexuality: 
Growing up in a straight world." 
TUESDAY April 3rd -- American 
Ballet Theatre, PAC, "Monument 
for a Dead Boy." 
FRIDAY April 6th -- April G.P.U. 
News out. Sel lers pickup and 
distribute. 
MONDAY April 9th -- "Sexual 
experimentation." 
TUESDAY April 10th -- Counci l on 
Religion and the Homosexual. 

*** 

MONDAYS - 8:00 P.M. Regular 
Meetings at Eastside Community 
Center, 911 East Ogden. 
THURSDAYS -- 9:00 P.M. during 
Lent instruction group in Or-
thodox Faith at St. Nicholas 
Church. 
SATURDAYS - 5:00 P.M. Vespers 
at St. Nicholas Orthodox Parish, 
1155 North 21st Street. 
SUNDAYS - 8:00 P.M. Mass at St. 
Nicholas Parish. 

GAYS ON PAAR 
MARCH 8 SHOW 

Jack Paar, of late night 
T.V. fame, was recently con-
fronted by Ronald Gold, chairman 
of the news and media committee 
of New York's Gay Activist's 
Alliance. Word had evidently 
already leaked out to Paar that 
G.A.A. had planned to disrupt a 
taping of Paar's February 5 
program in retaliation for his 
almost nightly derogatory 
statements about "fairies and 
fags". When he found that indeed 
G.A.A. was serious and refused to 
be intimidated by his threats of 
arrest, he sulkily agreed to 
publ icly apologize. Gold pressed 
his advantage and wound up by 
arranging for two gay people, a 
man and a woman, to appear on 
Paar's March 8 show. Johnny 
Carson take note! 

FMG.A. IN PAPER 
The Fond du Lac 

Reporter Fond du Lac, 
Wisconsin, in a two part article 
about the Fox Valley Gay Alliance 
(Jan. 26-27, 1973) admits that 
"Homosexuals or "gays" have 
jumped on the liberation band-
wagon all over the country -- even 
in Fond du Lac." The first article 
explains that the local group is an 
offshoot of G.P.U. in Milwaukee. 
The articles are illijstrated with 
intertwined male/male and 
female/female symbols lifted 
directly from an old ad ap-
pearing in a ba.ck issue of 
G.P.U.NEWS, wi thout 
acknowledgement. Interestingly 
enough, each drawing contains 
one symbol that is white and one 
that is black, indicating inter-
racial gay couples, a fact 
evidently lost entirely by the 
reporter. 

REM EMBER 
ARE YOU REALLY -YOL:R BEST 
FRIEND'S WORST ENEMY? BE 
SURE TO HAVE A REGULAR V.D. 
CHECK-UP. CONTACT THE MIL-
WAUKEE CITY V.D. CLINIC AT 
278-3631 OR VISIT 841 N. BROAD-
WAY. SHOW THAT YOU CARE! 
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SONNET TO TOMMASO CAVALIERI (1533) #70 

Since through the eyes the heart's seen in the face, 
I have no other way so evident 
To show my flame; let this then be sufficient, 
0 my dear Lord, to ask you now for grace. 

Perhaps your spirit, gazing at this chaste 
Fire that consumes me will, more than I credit, 
Have trust, and be with me speedy and lenient, 
As grace abounds for him who well entreats. 

0 happy that day, if this is true! 
Then at one instant in their ancient road 
The hours will be stopped, time, sun, the days, 

That I may have, though it is not my due, 
My so much desired, my so sweet lord, 
In my unworthy ready arms for always. 

SONNET TO TOMMASO CAVALIERI #96 

Wherefore should I let loose still more my keen 
Longing in mournful words or in lament, 
If Heaven, which clothes us all with such a fate, 
Strips no one of it ever, late or soon? 

Wherefore should my tired heart still urge me on 
To die, if others also die? So let 
My eyes feel in their final hours less hurt, 
All other good counts less than all my pain. 

Therefore if I cannot evade the blow 
I steal and snatch from him, if it is fated, 
Who at least comes between delights and harms? 

If capture and defeat must be my joy, 
It is no wonder that, alone and naked, 
I remain prisoner of a knight-at-arms. 

SONNET TO TOMMASO CAVALIERI #258 

Violent passion for tremendous beauty 
Is not perforce a bitter mortal error, 
If it can leave the heart melted thereafter, 
So that a holy dart can pierce it quickly. 

Not hindering high fl ight to such vain fury, 
Love wakens, rouses, puts the wings in feather, 
As a first step, so that the soul will soar 
And rise to its maker, finding this too scanty. 

The love for what I speak of reaches higher; 
Woman's too much unlike, no heart by rights 
Ought to grow hot for her, if wise and male. 

One draws to Heaven and to earth the other, 
One in the soul, one living in the sense 
Drawing its bow on what is base and vile. 


