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Under new 
management
American Players Theater 
broadens its artistic goals 
as two new directors take 
charge this season. page 31

page 10

Special  insert.
Milwaukee PrideFest schedule,

entertainer interviews and more.

Milwaukee 
gets the nod
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JUNE 3 • RIVERSIDE

GLASS ANIMALS
JUNE 5 • RIVERSIDE

JOHN 
MELLENCAMP

JUNE 7 • TURNER

JOSH ROUSE

JUNE 8 • RIVERSIDE

GEORGE 
THOROGOOD 

AND THE DESTROYERS 
BRIAN SETZER’S 

ROCKABILLY RIOT

JUNE 9 • PABST LOWER LEVEL

RICHARD
THOMPSON
ELECTRIC TRIO

JUNE 10 • TURNER 

SCOTT  BRADLEE
& POSTMODERN 

JUKEBOX
JUNE 11 • TURNER

KYLE DUNNIGAN
JUNE 13 • BMO HARRIS PAVILION

BARFENAKED LADIES,
VIOLENT FEMMES

& COLIN HAY

JUNE 14 • COLECTIVO

OLIVIA CHANEY
JUNE 18 • TURNER

THE BLASTERS
JUNE 18 • RIVERSIDE

ROB THOMAS
JUNE 19 • PABST

BELL AND
SEBASTIAN

WITH COURTNEY BARNETT

JUNE 19 • RIVERSIDE

POKÉMON
SYMPHONIC EVOLUTIONS

JUNE 20 • PABST

GIPSY KINGS

2 SHOWS! JUNE 20 SOLD OUT
JUNE 21 ON SALE NOW • RIVERSDIE

MY MORNING JACKET

JULY 11 • PABST

MARCUS LUTTRELL’S
PATRIOT TOUR 2015

JULY 12 • RIVERSIDE

311

JULY 16 • TURNER

LADY LAMB

JULY 16 • PABST

RICKIE LEE JONES
JULY 17 • TURNER

COSPLAY RAVE 3.0

JULY 17 •PABST

RY COODER,
SHARON WHITE &

RICKY SKAGGS
JULY 18 • PABST

JOHN BUTLER
TRIO

JULY 19 • RIVERSIDE

MOVE
LIVE ON TOUR

JULY 21 • TURNER

THE TING TINGS
JULY 23 • TURNER

THIS WILL
DESTROY YOU

JULY 24 • RIVERSIDE

R5
JULY 29 • TURNER

DEATH FROM 
ABOVE 1979
JULY 29 • RIVERSIDE

ALT-J
JULY 30 • PABST

ROB BELL
JULY 31 • PABST

THE TALLEST 
MAN ON EARTH

AUGUST 4 • TURNER

LISSIE
AUGUST 7 •RIVERSIDE

MIRANDA
SINGS

JUST ANNOUNCED 
ON SALE FRIDAY @ NOON

JULY 24 • TURNER

TODD
BARRY

LIVE AT 
CATHEDRAL SQUARE

ON SALE NOW!
JULY 18 • CATHEDRAL SQUARE

FIRKIN CRAFT
BEER FESTIVAL

VIP PRE-SALE GOING ON NOW!
AUGUST 21 + 22

CATHEDRAL SQUARE

LEBOWSKI 
FEST

VIP PACKAGE ON SALE NOW!
SEPT.9 • CATHEDRAL SQUARE

COUNTRY
IN THE CITY
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DeaD or alive?
A Milwaukee man who 

was pronounced dead after 
collapsing at his apartment 
began moving en route to 
the morgue. Paramedics 
from the Milwaukee Fire 
Department said Thomas 
Sancomb was “cold to the 
touch and in rigor” and they 
did not attempt to resus-
citate him. A transport 
team was taking him to the 
morgue when Sancomb 
began having “spontaneous 
respirations” and moving 
an arm and leg. So he was 
rushed instead to Columbia 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Mil-
waukee.

Dirty trickS
A campaign worker for 

a New Hampshire legisla-
tive candidate faces a felony 
charge for sending out a 
fake news release saying his 
boss’ opponent dropped out 
of the race. Carl Gibson said 
he “probably had one too 
many beers” before he got 
to work on the news release. 
Now he’s charged with a 

misdemeanor count of dis-
tributing a false document 
and a felony count of voter 
suppression. Does the GOP 
know that’s a crime?

Pretty in Pink?
Real men — and women 

— could wear pink in Wis-
consin’s woods if a group of 
lawmakers gets its way. The 
Legislature’s sportsmen’s 
caucus, a bipartisan group 
of legislators who focus on 
outdoor issues, is working 
on a bill that would legalize 
blaze pink for deer hunters. 
Sen. Terry Moulton wrote in 
the Dunn County News that 

the blaze pink 
bill is designed 
to encour-
age women to 

become hunters and keep 
them involved in the sport.

3rD Degree in D.c.
Republican Gov. Scott 

Walker met with dozens of 
GOP lawmakers at the party 
headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C., and fielded ques-
tions about his background 
and qualifications to lead 
the United States of Amer-
ica. Texas Congressman 
Randy Neugebauer wanted 
to know about Walker’s 
failure to complete college. 
The governor, according to 
various accounts, said “70 
percent of the country is 
with him,” meaning without 
college degrees. And that 
apparently satisfied the 
inquisitors. 

crying foUl
A resident of Pendleton, 

Oregon, has requested the 
city council ban the smell of 
farts in the community. The 

city has already banned the 
smell of marijuana, which 
becomes legal for recre-
ational users in July.

Diy love
WiGWag apologizes for 

this tardy announcement 
but, as they say, never too 
late to celebrate. May was 
Masturbation Month. We 
received notice via LELO, an 
online “sensual products” 
store, which issued a “10 
Weirdest Facts About Mas-
turbation” news release. 
One of the 10: While Victo-
rian doctors were famously 
helping women orgasm to 
cure hysteria, they also were 
advising methods to keep 
boys and men from mas-
turbating. Practices included 
tying hands to bedposts and 
putting boys in pajamas that 
only opened in the back.

green light
Vienna officials green-

lighted new pedestrian traf-
fic signals at 47 crossings 
to celebrate LGBT Pride 
month. The signals, instead 

of the usual single stick man, 
show couples — a man and 
a woman, two women or 
two men. The city planned 
to remove the lights at the 
end of June, but has now 
decided to keep them in 
place. Munich now plans to 
follow with 50 signals.

BlaMe it
on the Devil

Police chided a Tennessee 
pastor in December for hav-
ing sex with another man 
in a church van. Six months 
latter, he was arrested for 
embezzling an estimated 
$60,000 from the Victory 
Apostolic Church’s cof-
fers. When asked about 
the missing money, the Rev. 
Boyd Watson Holder Jr. told 
church members, “It’s none 
of your business.”

kinDler,
gentler congreSS

What did George W. Bush 
know with his “compassion-
ate” conservatism? A new 
study links Congress’ low 
approval ratings — record 

low ratings — to a decline in 
the use of warm, agreeable 
language, like “cooperate” 
and “contribute,” but not 
in the context of campaign 
donations. The researchers 
analyzed 124 million words 
spoken in the U.S. House 
of Representatives between 
1996 and 2014 and approval 
ratings. Warm, pro-social 
language was the strongest 
single predictor of public 
sentiment.

MankiniS? no More
Officials in Newquay, a 

seaside resort in England, 
say crime has fallen since 
they cracked down on par-
ties with revelers wearing 
crack-revealing one-piece 
mankinis. Responding to 
residents’ complaints about 
excessive partying among 
vacationers, police said they 
clamped down on public 
drunkenness and the wear-
ing of sling-style swimsuits. 
The result? Police say crime 
fell from 1,823 incidents in 
2012–13 to 1,624 incidents in 
2014–15.

 WiGWAG By Lisa Neff, Louis Weisberg & Matthew ReddinNews with a twist
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By lisa neff
Staff writer

Walmart, the nation’s largest food 
retailer, announced in May its commitment 
to improving animal welfare throughout 
its supply chain and issued revised animal 
welfare policies hailed as game-changing.

Even some of the company’s harsh-
est critics, including the watchdog group 
Mercy for Animals, cheered the policy 
change as signaling a new era.

The “Position on Farm Animal Welfare” 
posted on Walmart’s corporate site states, 
“We expect that our suppliers will not tol-
erate animal abuse of any kind.”

The statement says Walmart supports 
the “Five Freedoms” of animal welfare 
outlined by the World Organization for 
Animal Health:

• Freedom from hunger and thirst.
• Freedom from discomfort.
• Freedom from pain, injury or disease.
• Freedom to express normal behavior.
• Freedom from fear and distress.
The company wants suppliers of fresh 

and frozen meat, deli, dairy and eggs to 
take action against animal abuse, adopt 
the “Five Freedoms,” avoid subjecting ani-
mals to painful procedures, such as tail 
docking, de-horning and castration, and 
to use antibiotics only to treat or prevent 
disease.

Walmart also wants suppliers to stop 
using pig gestations crates and other hous-

ing that confines animals to small spaces.
At the Humane Society of the United 

States, president and CEO Wayne Pacelle 
said, “Timelines aside, this announcement 
helps create an economy where no agri-
business company — for business reasons 
alone — should ever again install a new 
battery cage, gestation crate or veal crate. 
Walmart is helping drive the transition 
away from immobilizing cages and other 
inhumane practices and toward a more 
humane, more sustainable approach to 

production agriculture.”
He continued, “This is an unstoppable 

trend and that was the trajectory even 
before Walmart made the announcement. 
The company’s embrace of a more ethi-
cal framework for the treatment of all 
farm animals serves as perhaps the most 
powerful catalyst for change throughout 
animal agriculture.”

Mercy for Animals president Nathan 
Runkle said, “This is a historic and land-
mark day for the protection of farmed 
animals in America.”

Mercy has waged a multi-year campaign 
against Walmart — the company accounts 
for about 25 percent of the U.S. food busi-
ness. The Mercy effort has involved pro-
tests, publicity in major newspapers and 
on mobile billboards, celebrity denuncia-
tions and a petition via Change.org.

In recent years, Mercy has released 
investigative video documenting extreme 
animal abuse by Walmart suppliers. The 
videos show pigs hit with metal cans and 
sheets of wood and sows held in cages so 
small they could barely move.

Mercy, in its praise for the Walmart 
position statement, also emphasized its 
own position: The best way to prevent ani-
mal abuse is to stop eating animals.

charting change
Major animal-welfare moves 

announced by food and retail compa-
nies since 2012:

• FEBRUARY 2012: McDonald’s Corp. 
requires U.S. pork suppliers to out-
line plans to phase out sow gesta-
tion stalls.

• AUGUST 2014: Nestle says it wants 
to get rid of the confinement of 
sows in gestation crates and egg-
laying chickens in cages. It also 
wants to eliminate the cutting of 
the horns, tails and genitals of farm 
animals without painkillers and 
pledges to work with suppliers on 
the responsible use of antibiotics.

• DECEMBER 2014: Starbucks sup-
ports the responsible use of antibi-
otics, eliminating the use of artificial 
growth hormones and wants to 
address concerns related to de-
horning and other forms of castra-
tion — with and without anesthesia.

• MARCH 2015: McDonald’s says it is 
asking chicken suppliers to curb the 
use of antibiotics. 

• APRIL 2015: Aramark, the largest 
U.S. food-service company, says 
it’s eliminating all cages for laying 
hens by 2020, gestation crates for 
mother pigs by 2017 and crates for 
veal calves by 2017.

• APRIL 2015: Tyson Foods plans 
to eliminate the use of antibiotics 
medically important to humans in 
its U.S. broiler chicken flocks by the 
end of September 2017. The compa-
ny has also said it’s working on ways 
to curb use of antibiotics for its beef 
and chicken businesses.

— Associated Press

Walmart commits to improving animal welfare

DefenDing the Diet
An international team of research-

ers examined the ways in which people 
defend eating meat. They found the vast 
majority of omnivores defend consum-
ing animals using one of four rational-
izations: it is natural, normal, necessary 
or nice.

“The relationships people have with 
animals are complicated,” said research-
er Jared Piazza of Lancaster University 
in the UK. “While most people enjoy 
the company of animals and billions of 
dollars are spent each year on pet care 
and maintenance, most people continue 
to eat animals as food. People employ a 
number of strategies to overcome this 
apparent contradiction in attitude and 

behavior. One important and prevalent 
strategy is to rationalize that meat con-
sumption is natural, normal, necessary 
and nice.“

The researchers asked adults in the 
United States why it is OK to eat meat. 
The No. 1 reason? Eating meat is “neces-
sary” to the diet.

Piazza said people who rationalized 
eating meat as natural, necessary, nor-
mal and nice also attributed fewer men-
tal capacities to cows and were more 
tolerant of social inequality. 

The research, co-authored by 
researchers at the University of Penn-
sylvania, University of Edinburgh and   
Melbourne University, was published in 
the journal Appetite.

P h oto :  e N .w i k i P e d i a .o r g

gene Baur is an activist, author and president and co-founder of farm Sanctuary, a farm 
animal rescue organization that’s part of the burgeoning animal-welfare movement.
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By kate golden
Wisconsin Center for Investigative Journalism

Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker’s proposed 
cuts to the number of Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources scientists could 
extend beyond what budget documents 
have portrayed.

A state law requires that before the DNR 
can lay off a single permanent staffer, it 
must let go any limited term employees or 
probationary employees with the same job 
classification.

The governor has proposed to cut 66 
positions from the agency, 18.4 of them 
research scientists from the Bureau of Sci-
ence Services.

Agency spokesman Bill Cosh confirmed 
that the DNR notified LTEs who were at 
risk, but he did not answer questions 
about how many people the proposed cuts 
could affect, or how the cuts would affect 
research.

The science bureau relies heavily upon 
limited-term employees as a money-sav-
ing measure; they do not qualify for tenure, 
paid holidays, sick leave or vacations. They 
are considered temporary, but some have 
worked there for more than 10 years.

According to numbers DNR furnished 
the Legislative Fiscal Bureau in early May, 
the science bureau has 95 LTEs — 41 clas-
sified as senior research scientists and 
eight as advanced research scientists. 
Another 33 are technicians.

George Meyer, a former DNR secretary 
who now is executive director of the Wis-
consin Wildlife Federation, said the DNR 
asked the state Department of Admin-
istration for an exemption from the LTE 
termination rule — but was denied.

Cosh did not answer questions attempt-
ing to confirm the exemption and obtain 
related documents.

Layoffs are not certain even if the cuts 
go through, because people with cut posi-
tions may apply for other jobs within the 
agency, or “bump” less senior staffers and 
take their jobs.

Cosh said the DNR is working with the 
at-risk staff “to avoid layoffs.”

Helen Sarakinos of the River Alliance of 
Wisconsin said the DNR administration 
has so far failed to explain how the science 
will continue, for instance whether at-risk 
scientists will be offered science positions 
in other divisions.

Dnr layoffs would trigger 
employee terminations

By louis Weisberg
Staff writer

A federal court has halted a major high-
way expansion due to inflated traffic pro-
jections by the Wisconsin Department 
of Transportation, prompting a land-use 
group to call for an immediate halt to all 
such projects in the state until they can be 
proven justified by traffic audits.

The U.S. Eastern District Court upheld 
the claim of 1000 Friends of Wisconsin 
that the proposed expansion of Highway 
23 between Fond du Lac and Plymouth 
was based on overblown traffic forecasts. 
The ruling makes the project ineligible for 
federal funding.

According to the group’s executive 
director Steve Hiniker, actual traffic along 
the corridor is only one-third of WisDot’s 
projection. Last year, 1000 Friends stud-
ied traffic projections used to justify 11 
state highway projects and found that 
WisDOT’s average traffic over-count was 
75 percent.

“Faulty planning at (WisDOT) has likely 
cost taxpayers billions of dollars in unjusti-
fied projects,” Hiniker said in a statement. 
“This is a huge win for taxpayers.”

Critics of DOT building plans have ques-
tioned the need for a number of projects, 

including the proposed almost billion dol-
lar expansion of the I-94 corridor near 
Miller Park in Milwaukee. Gov. Scott Walk-
er wants to issue $1.3 billion in bonds to 
pay for those projects. 

Political leaders nearly always sup-
port massive road construction projects, 
because highway contractors provide 
them with generous donations. For the 
public, however, the projects drain funds 
that would otherwise help municipalities 
maintain their local roadways, which have 
become obstacle courses of potholes in 
recent years.

Republican lawmakers have suggested 
allowing municipalities to vote for new 
property taxes in order to maintain their 
infrastructures, because there’s so little 
money left over from the gas taxes and 
registration fees that Wisconsin citizens 
pay. That money is diverted to unneeded 
highway expansions, Hiniker says.

According to Hiniker, unneeded highway 
spending also drains the general fund, 
reducing the amount of state money avail-
able for everything from school funding to 
fire and police protection.

Hiniker believes the Highway 23 ruling 
could have a dramatic effect on other high-
way building plans in the state.

court rules against pork-
barrel highway project that 
used inflated WisDot data
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By lisa neff
Staff writer

Who’s in your wallet?
Unless traveling with cash from another 

country, the portraits on your paper money 
are all males. 

But they are not all dead presidents — 
that’s Alexander Hamilton on the $10 bill, 
Ben Franklin on the $100 and Salmon P. 
Chase on the $10,000 bill.

So that’s one argument that can be set 
aside in the debate over whether Harriet 
Tubman’s portrait should be on the $20 bill 
instead of Andrew Jackson’s mug.

A nationwide nonprofit grassroots 
group, Women On 20s, petitioned Presi-
dent Barack Obama to place a woman’s 
likeness on U.S. currency. The goal is to 
accomplish this by 2020, the 100th anni-
versary of the passage of the 19th Amend-
ment guaranteeing women the right to 
vote.

Women On 20s conducted multiple 
rounds of online voting, from which Tub-
man emerged the winner on Mother’s Day.

Some 30 women were considered during 
the caucus phase of the selection process, 
which involved 100 historians, academics 
and museum curators as advisers.

Primary voting took place March 1–April 
5, with voters selecting the top candidates 
from a field of 15: Alice Paul, Betty Friedan, 
Shirley Chisholm, Sojourner Truth, Rachel 
Carson, Rosa Parks, Barbara Jordan, Mar-
garet Sanger, Patsy Mink, Clara Barton, 
Frances Perkins, Susan B. Anthony, Elea-
nor Roosevelt, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
Tubman.

Voters nominated three women to the 
final ballot: Roosevelt, Tubman and Parks.

And, because of strong public sentiment 
to have a choice of a Native American to 

replace Andrew Jackson, Cherokee Nation 
Chief Wilma Mankiller was added to the 
final ballot. Jackson, who has been on 
the $20 since 1928, fought for the Indian 
Removal Act of 1830 and renewed a policy 
of military action to drive the Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, Muscogee-Creek, Seminole and 
Cherokee nations from their homelands.

In the final vote, Tubman, the escaped 
slave, Union spy, abolitionist and conduc-
tor on the Underground Railroad, won the 
popular vote.

“Our paper bills are like pocket monu-
ments to great figures in our history,” 
Women On 20s executive director Susan 
Ades Stone said in a statement. “Our work 
won’t be done until we’re holding a Har-
riet $20 bill in our hands in time for the 
centennial of women’s suffrage in 2020.”

The group submitted the petition to the 
White House on May 12 and urged the 
president to instruct Treasury Secretary 
Jacob Lew to change the $20 and have a 
new bill in circulation before the 100th 
anniversary of women’s suffrage.

Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, 
a Democrat from New Hampshire, has 
introduced the Women on the Twenty Act. 
Senate Bill 925 would direct the treasury 
secretary to convene a panel to recom-
mend a woman whose likeness would be 
featured on a new $20 bill.

“Our paper currency is an important 
part of our everyday lives and reflects our 
values, traditions and history as Ameri-
cans,” Shaheen said. “It’s long overdue for 
that reflection to include the contributions 
of women. The incredible grassroots sup-
port for this idea shows that there’s strong 
support for a woman to be the new face of 
the $20 bill.”

P h oto s :  w i k i P e d i a

above, andrew Jackson’s portrait is cur-
rently on the $20 bill. Do you support the 
drive to place harriet tubman, inset, on 
the $20 bill?

currency affairs 
Campaign underway to place 
female face on $20 by 2020

DiD yoU knoW?
The Secretary of the Treasury may 

order new portraits and designs on cur-
rency. The federal Commission on Fine 
Arts reviews all the designs.

By U.S. Code, the people featured on 
paper currency have to be deceased for 
at least two years.

They also must be recognizable to 
the general public.

— L.N.
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By lisa neff
Staff writer

“Say ‘bobblehead’ five times. You just have to 
smile.”

Collector Bobbie Davis of Green Bay offers this 
advice to the glum, ho-hum and meh-sayers. The 
waitress and mother of two meditates to relieve 
stress. She kickboxes to vent tension. But all she 
needs to brighten her day is to look at her growing 
collection of bobbleheads.

There’s obviously a substantial number of people 
like Davis shaking their heads “yes” to bobblehead 
collections. Bobble-making is a burgeoning business. 
And bobble-distribution is huge, especially at ball-
parks. Fan giveaways crowd Major League Baseball’s 
promotional calendar this season — T-shirts, garden 
gnomes, pennants, caps, baseball cards, posters and 
more. The giveaways that sell out stadium after sta-
dium, game after game, are the bobbles, which dem-
onstrate why there are 130 bobblehead promotional 
nights on the MLB’s 2015 schedule.

The Milwaukee Brewers’ calendar contains 20 
all-fan giveaways this season, including two gnomes, 
seven T-shirts and 10 bobbleheads. Fans left Miller 
Park on May 10 with a Hank the Dog bobble and later 
this season the Brewers will give away bobbles in the 
likeness of Carlos Gomez, Paul Molitor, Khris Davis, 
Bob Uecker, Jonathan Lucroy and also a vintage 
Brewer boy bobble.

Bobbles are popular enough these days to give Phil 
Sklar and Brad Novak big heads. These Milwaukee 
buddies are the brains and believers behind the 
National Bobblehead Hall of Fame and Museum, 
which they hope to open in the city in late 2016. They 
also manufacture and sell bobbleheads to support 
charitable causes and commercial campaigns.

Sklar and Novak, co-founders of the hall of fame 
and museum, have been best friends since middle 
school. They attended UWM at the same time. 
They’re both big sports fans. And they’re roommates 
with an extensive bobblehead collection.

“It got to the point where bobbleheads were taking 
over the kitchen,” Sklar says. “And we were like, what 
do we do with these?”

BUilDing a BoBBle
The men — Novak was working in sales and Sklar 

in corporate finance — began talking about how 
to transform a hobby into a business. They knew 
they wanted to exhibit the collection and collect 
more bobbles. But a complete business model came 
together for them when they helped create a bobble-
head for a friend involved in the Special Olympics.

“We realized there was no real good provider 
of bobbleheads out there offering bobbleheads to 
somebody who wants 500 or 1,000,” Sklar says. 
The guys were aware of major suppliers providing 
tens of thousands of bobbleheads for mass market 
but they identified an unfilled market for boutique 
bobbles — say the Little League Brewers rather than 
the Milwaukee Brewers.

Novak and Sklar began creating bobbles. “We’ve 
had really good traction,” says Sklar, adding that the 

nodding ‘yes’ Buddies 
building bobblehead hall of 
fame, museum in Milwaukee

P h oto :  N at i o N a l  B o B B l e h e a d  h a l l 

o f  fa m e  a N d  m u s e u m

collectors and museum co-found-
ers Brad novak and Phil Sklar, 
as bobbleheads. “We get a lot 
of ‘Doesn’t something like this 
already exist?’ But it doesn’t,” says 
Sklar.

BoBBleS next page

W I S CON S I N GA Z E TT E . CO M   |   J u n e  4 , 2 0 1 510             



company has manufactured several dozen 
bobbles and is working on several dozen 
more. “We’re working not just in our area. 
We’re working all over the country.”

To make a bobblehead — one or 10,000 — 
a client provides Novak and Sklar with pho-
tographs showing what features they want 
included, or exaggerated. An artistic ren-
dering is created and then, with the client’s 
approval, a mold is created. Once the mold 
is finalized and a painted model approved, 
production begins.

The minimum order for a custom bobble 
is one, with the price at about $110. Novak 
and Sklar plan to create an online system 
for ordering a custom bobble. And someday 
perhaps, patrons will leave their museum 
with a personalized bobble.

“The technology isn’t there right now for 
people to come in and take a bobblehead 
home, but they could have their face scanned 
and have their bobblehead in a week,” says 
Sklar. “And we can have virtual bobbleheads 
to share on social media.”

oPening the MUSeUM
Novak and Sklar are evaluating sites for 

the museum and hall of fame, with a focus 
on establishing the institution in downtown 
Milwaukee.

“This has the potential to really be a good 
attraction that draws people into Milwau-
kee,” Sklar says.

Already they have artistic renderings of 
how the museum might look and, as they 
plan for an opening, they are visiting other 
museums in other cities.

“We’ve also done a lot of research online,” 
Sklar says. “A few things that we have built 
into the plans for certain are we want to 
tell the history of bobbleheads. And how 
bobbleheads are made. And what’s the story 
behind certain bobbleheads? We can tell 
those stories, the story of Jackie Robinson or 
Willie Mays.”

It turns out that the Willie Mays bobble is 
a milestone in bobblehead history.

The first published reference to a bobble-
head is in an 1842 Russian short story, “The 
Overcoat,” by Nikolai Gogol, who wrote, 
“like the necks of plaster cats which wag 
their heads.” Many types of bobbleheads 
have been made over the years. But modern 
bobble mania dates to 1999, when the San 
Francisco Giants gave away the Mays col-
lectible.

“Now,” Sklar says, “I think bobbleheads 
are everywhere. There’s so much negative 
news everywhere and we just want to bring 
some positive cheer, unite people. Bobble-
heads, they’re just fun.”

BUt firSt, an exhiBition
Novak and Sklar’s bobblehead collection 

is approaching 4,000, large enough that a 
couple of interns will spend this summer 
cataloging items.

“And we’re getting more and more bob-
bleheads,” Sklar says, adding that collectors 
have offered to donate or loan items to the 
museum.

In January 2016, RedLine Milwaukee will 
preview the museum’s collection in the exhi-
bition Bobbleheads: Real & Fantastical Hero-
ism.

The exhibit “presents both a challenge 
and an opportunity for RedLine Milwaukee,” 
says RedLine executive director Jeanne Jar-
ecki. “While we will be in our sixth year as a 
growing nonprofit, we expect this exhibition 
will attract thousands of visitors and interna-
tional attention.”

RedLine, 1422 N. Fourth St., Milwaukee, is 
a charitable organization that promotes the 
arts through education and with a focus on 
social justice. The exhibition will focus on 
heroes: How do we define “hero”? Who is 
a hero? What are the differences between a 
“real hero and a fantastical one”? And what 
role does heroism play in social activism?

Using a timeline approach, the exhibi-
tors will share the history of bobbleheads, 
explore technological changes in the craft of 
making the bobbles and examine bobbles as 
cultural objects.

“We’re looking to showcase the breadth 
of bobbleheads,” says Sklar, who notes that 
bobbles vary in size and material, including 
ceramic and plastic. “In the past five years, 
people have gotten really creative with bob-
bleheads.”

They key element of any bobble, of course, 
is the bobbling ability, by spring or hook.

“If it bobbles, it’s in. That’s our tagline,” 
Sklar says.

P h oto :  N at i o N a l  B o B B l e h e a d  h a l l  o f  fa m e  a N d  m u s e u m

an artist’s rendering of the hall in the planned national Bobblehead hall of fame and 
Museum, set to open in Milwaukee in late 2016. founding member subscriptions are 
available at bobbleheadhall.com.

on the WeB …
Find more about the National Bob-

blehead Hall of Fame and Museum at 
bobbleheadhall.com

BoBBleS from prior page
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AP and WiG reports
Veterinarians are beginning to preach 

the gospel of gardening — primarily how 
organic fruits and vegetables can be used 
to improve the health of family pets.

Everything from carrots to leafy veg-
etables and fruit can be added to the cat 
or dog dish. That saves money on pet food, 
too.

“I’m seeing things like broccoli, cucum-
bers, apples and pears showing up in ani-
mal diets,” said Dr. Eric Patrin, owner of the 
South Whidbey Animal Clinic in Clinton, 
Washington. “Many pet owners are using 
them as treats. Ten years ago, no way dogs 
would be getting that.”

The No. 1 nutritional problem for pets 
today is that they’re eating way too much, 
which leads to obesity, diabetes and 
arthritis, said Dr. Johnny Clark, who oper-
ates the Blue Mountain Animal Clinic in 
Luray, Virginia.

“You can’t exercise your way off a bad 
diet,” Clark said. “Go with smaller por-
tions. And try introducing green beans. 
They’re rich in fiber and don’t have any 

unnecessary calories. They make a good 
filler and that’s just the ticket for animals 
needing to lose weight.”

Carrots, leafy greens, blueberries and 
blackberries also are great pet food addi-
tions and can be served up raw, steamed 
or sautéed

Plant Safety
Beware of introducing amaryllis, rhodo-

dendron, chrysanthemum, dieffenbachia 
and lilies to your property. They are among 
the most toxic flora known for canines and 
felines.

Lilies — in all their varieties — are 
probably the single most toxic plants for 
cats, said Dr. Kathryn Christensen, owner 
of Milwaukee’s The Cat Doctor, the only 
practice in the city devoted solely to cats. 
Many people in the Milwaukee area use 
Daylily beds as part of their landscaping. 
Christensen said the beds pose a hazard 
for indoor/outdoor cats as well as free-
roaming cats.

Some varieties of lilies are so toxic that 
consumption of as few as two or three 

petals or leaves can lead to fatal kidney 
failure. Pollen from lilies in vases — or 
even the water from the vase holding lilies 
— can be lethal.

Lilies of the valley can cause life-threat-
ening heart arrhythmias and death when 
ingested by cats or dogs.

If your cat is seen ingesting any part of a 
lily, take the cat and the lily immediately to 
a veterinarian, Christensen advised.

She added that most plants that are 
toxic to cats make them sick but do not kill 
them, especially if they’re administered 
prompt veterinary care. Lists of plants to 
avoid for cats and dogs can be found easily 
on the Internet. Christensen recommends 
calling a hotline if you suspect that your 
pet is sick from eating a plant. The Pet Poi-
son Helpline at 855-764-7661 is available 
24/7. Although the service charges $49 
per consultation, it provides advice about 
what you can do immediately at home 
before taking your pet to an emergency 
center in order to increase the animal’s 
chance of survival. 

The experts at the hotline can help you 
determine if a plant Is poisonous, so a call 
can also spare you an unnecessary emer-
gency fee.

Peppermint, catnip and rosemary are 
standard pet-garden plants. Wheatgrass 
also is appealing to cats, Christensen said. 

But some pet-friendly plants can be 
aggressively inva-
s i v e 

— catnip and other mints particularly so — 
unless they’re contained. And you must be 
certain that the pesticides, herbicides and 
fertilizers you’re using aren’t poisonous.

Even your lawn can present dangers to 
pets. Dogs and cats are grazers, frequently 
nibbling on grass to soothe what ails them. 
But today’s lawns are loaded with poison-
ous chemicals. Roundup, the most popular 
herbicide, is toxic if not diluted with water 
and left to dry completely before your 
animal — or children — come into contact 
with it.

“I always thought lawns were supposed 
to be a family refuge,” said John Harri-
son, sales and marketing manager for the 
Espoma Co., which makes organic fertiliz-
ers for the retail lawn and garden industry. 
“You can grow good lawns without using 
chemicals.”

The company has a “Safe Paws” cam-
paign that emphasizes natural gardening 
solutions.

Organic weed and insect control extends 
well beyond lawns, he said.

“Look at the totality of the garden or 
landscape,” Harrison said. “There are a 
number of situations that can be changed 

to make yards more hospitable 
to pets.”

gardening with your pet in mind

garDen next page
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To view some of the animals available for adoption, visit www.petfinder.com/
shelters/WI13.html. Potential adopters can “pre-qualify” by completing an 
adoption application in advance at www.madacc.org/adoptions.htm and email-
ing it to adopt@madacc.org. Applications can also be filled out at MADACC, 
Mon.–Fri., 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sat.–Sun., 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

online:
For more about plants toxic to dogs and cats, see this Cornell University web-

site: http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/plants/toxcat/toxcat.html

hello kitty
The Milwaukee Area Domestic Ani-

mal Control Commission will waive 
adoption fees for all adult cats  (over 
5 months old) through Sept. 30. 
Waived fees include spay/neuter sur-
gery, microchip, and up-to-date vac-
cines. A $12 license fee will apply 
for all Milwaukee County residents. 
Kittens will be available for adoption 
for a $75 adoption fee. “When you 
adopt a companion from our facility, 
you’re saving a life and taking home 
a cat that has already received all 
the basic veterinary services,” said 
MADACC outreach coordinator Kathy 
Shillinglaw.

‘Pit BUll’ ProUD
From now through October, MADACC 

is offering a discounted adoption fee of 
$45 for pit bull terriers and mixes. The 
dog adoption fee is typically $75.

“Pit Bull Terriers are fun, loving, and 
highly-motivated to please their own-
ers, which make them great family pets! 
MADACC has a dog to fit every person-
ality, young puppies to mature adults! 
We want people to stop down at our 
adoption events to see for themselves 
what great family members our adopt-
able dogs will make,” says Kathy Shil-
linglaw, outreach and volunteer coordi-
nator for MADACC. Through a gener-
ous offer from the Wisconsin Humane 
Society, all dog adopters will be given 
a voucher for a free manners class at 
WHS.

Those include:
• Keeping compost in closed containers. 

Garden wastes can make your pets sick if 
eaten while decomposing.

• Mowing grass frequently to keep flea 
and tick numbers down.

• Avoiding standing water that might 
contain bacteria, parasites, worms and 
mosquitoes.

• Storing hazardous materials in a safe 
place.

• Washing your pets’ paws with water 
after taking wintertime walks. Salt from 

melted ice can sicken them when ingest-
ed.

If you want to keep your pets completely 
safe, don’t let them roam unsupervised. 
Many people today build or buy outdoor 
enclosures for their cats— allowing them 
to enjoy some fresh air and do some bird-
watching from a safe place, where they 
cannot get into trouble. The enclosures 
also protect birds and other small wildlife 
from cats’ hunting instincts.

garDen from prior page

PET BRIEFS
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By lisa neff
Staff writer

The former defense secretary who over-
saw the repeal of the ban on gays in the 
military marked the trail for the Boy Scouts 
of America to follow the path to the end.

Robert Gates is the president of the 
Boy Scouts of America and, in mid-May, 
he said it was time to repeal the BSA’s 
long-standing ban on participation by gay 
adults. The ban is no longer sustainable, 
said the former head of the CIA and the 
Pentagon, and he called for change to 
prevent “the end of us as a national move-
ment.”

Gates made the statement during a 
speech at the BSA’s annual meeting in 
Atlanta.

He said BSA councils already are defying 
the ban on gay adults and that he did not 
support sanctions against those councils.

Two years ago, the BSA leadership voted 
to lift a ban on openly gay youth. The policy 
change took effect in January 2014, several 
months before Gates became president. 
He has said he would have advocated to 
lift the ban on gay adults when the BSA 
lifted the ban on gay youth.

Now, Gates said, “between internal 
challenges and potential legal conflicts, 
the BSA finds itself in an unsustainable 
position, a position that makes us vulner-
able to the possibility the courts simply 
will order us at some point to change our 

membership policy.”
Gates indicated that a proposed change 

to the Scouts’ national rules could involve 
allowing councils to set policies regarding 
gay adults serving as volunteers or on paid 
staff.

Chad Griffin, president of the Human 
Rights Campaign, the nation’s largest LGBT 
civil rights group, said Gates was taking 
the Scouts in the right direction. However, 
Griffin said, “As we have said many times 
previously, half measures are unaccept-
able, especially at one of America’s most 
storied institutions.”

At Lambda Legal, an LGBT civil rights 
group long at the forefront of challenges 
to the Scouts’ discriminatory policies, legal 
director Jon W. Davidson called on the 
Scouts to adopt a policy “prohibiting dis-
crimination throughout its ranks — just as 
other national youth groups like the Girl 
Scouts, the Boys and Girls Clubs, and the 
4-H Club do.”

Davidson added, “Acts of bias cannot be 
reconciled with the Scout law’s obligation 
to be friendly, courteous, kind and brave.”

P h oto :  P i x a B ay.co m

a pinewood derby — a tradition celebrated by many Boy Scouts of america troops. the 
Scouts also have a longstanding tradition of discriminating against gay men.

Boy Scouts chief calls for repeal of ban on gay adults
Inaction risks ‘the end 
of us as a national 
movement.’
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A nasty internecine war has erupted inside the Demo-
cratic Party over choosing a replacement for retiring chair 
Mike Tate. As a result, when the party elects Tate’s succes-
sor on June 6, Democrats will have to focus on honing and 
effectively articulating their message.

The victorious candidate can’t afford to be hobbled by 
the lingering hostilities. He or she will have more than 
enough challenges already. Foremost, the next chair faces 
low morale following successive defeats since 2010. Except 
for the 2012 Wisconsin victories of U.S. Sen. Tammy Bald-
win and President Barack Obama, Democrats have repeat-
edly lost big in the state.

The state’s Democratic leaders shirk blame, pinning the 
losses on gerrymandered districts. Yes, the political map 
has been rigged to favor Republicans, and it’s going to 
remain that way for five more years — and beyond, unless 
Democrats succeed in regaining one house of the Legisla-
ture. But Democrats’ constant complaints about the unfair-
ness of it all only serve to make the base feel permanently 
defeated. Why bother going to the polls?

Democrats also are discouraging young and minority 
voters by failing to convince those constituencies that the 
party has the will and ability to address their most pressing 
issues. WisDems are failing to make a place for them at 
the table, whether it’s in delegate selection or in leadership 
roles. The party asks for their votes, but besides College 
Democrats of America, there’s no successful outreach to 
potential youth supporters. If you want to see just how 
ossified and white the party has become, attend the next 
meeting of the Democratic Party of Milwaukee County.

The next WisDem’s chair must focus on laying out a 

positive vision of the future and selling it proudly to the 
electorate. It should not be hard. In the last election, non-
binding referenda promoting Democratic policies over-
whelmingly won at the polls, even while Democrats lost. 
There were plenty of voters at the polls who agreed with 
Democrats. They just didn’t know it.

Democratic leadership in Wisconsin must restore power 
to its grassroots instead of operating in top-down fashion, 
a style that’s horribly out of synch with the progressive 
agenda. The perception that the party’s chiefs are rigging 
the selection process for a new chair is causing rifts today 
that could cost dearly in next year’s election.

You can’t rally people by disempowering them. Can-
didates can’t inspire voters by smearing the opposition 
or, worse, not standing up forcefully for their positions. 
Regardless of what consultants say, leaders have to sell 
their policies — not try to bury them beneath ambiguities.

Finally, the party’s next chair should forget the idea that 
Democrats can only win by getting strong turnout in Mil-
waukee and Madison. That strategy does nothing to help 
pick up state Senate or Assembly seats. The party must 
energize voters throughout the state, not just in Demo-
cratic bastions.

Wisconsinites generally want the same things — more 
and better jobs, an excellent and accessible education 
system, a clean environment, affordable health care and 
confidence that their tax dollars are being spent shrewdly. 
If Democrats can fulfill those goals, then they need to 
explain how, and they need to do it 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week and 365 days a year between now and Novem-
ber 2016.
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Wisconsin’s new Democratic
chair must unite a fractured party
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“A period is not a luxury or 
societal burden, it is an aspect of 
reproductive health.”

— SUBETA VIMALARAJAH 
explaining why she started a 

petition in Australia to eliminate the 
nation’s 10 percent tax on sanitary pads and 
tampons. Condoms, sunscreen and other health-
related products are already exempt.

“I want my cabinet secretaries to have branded 
across their heads, ‘250,000 jobs.’ I want them 
to know their job is on the line because my job is 
on the line to create 250,000 jobs in the private 
sector.”

— GOV. SCOTT WALKER, speaking in Decem-
ber 2010, shortly after winning his first guberna-
torial race. The Quarterly Census of Employment 
and Wages recently released the official count of 
jobs created in Wisconsin during Walker’s first 
term: 129,131.

“There are things that are really disappointing 
about being an actress in Hollywood that surprise 
me all the time. I’m 37 and I was told recently I 
was too old to play the lover of a man who was 
55. It was astonishing to me. It made me feel bad, 
and then it made feel angry, and then it made me 
laugh.”

— MAGGIE GYLLENHALL telling The Wrap 
magazine about ongoing sexism and ageism in 
Hollywood. 

“Clean the sh*t out of your ears.”
— CHRIS CHRISTIE interrupting his speech at 

the annual New Jersey Legislative Correspon-
dents Club Show to address reporters who asked 
him questions about Bridgegate, his spending 
habits and other personal issues.

“Twelve years ago, as a young teenager, I acted 
inexcusably, for which I am extremely sorry and 
deeply regret. I hurt others, including my family 
and close friends.”

— JOSH DUGGAR, one of the stars of the TLC 
show 19 Kids and Counting, apologizing on Face-
book after revelations that he molested underage 
girls, including his sisters, during his teen years. 
The TLC reality show follows Duggar’s born-
again Christian family. TLC is reportedly consid-
ering axing the show and Duggar resigned from 
the Family Research Council, a religious group 
focused on ending premarital sex, abortion and 
same-sex marriage. 

“And I’m hopeful, very hopeful, that the Supreme 
Court will say it’s unconstitutional to ban gay mar-
riage. But that’s really just the beginning of fight-
ing for our rights. We have to actually make sure 
all LGBT couples can have full parenting rights, 
have full Social Security and other federal benefit 
rights. We want to make sure companies can’t 
discriminate against members of the community. 
… And it’s really important [to take on] discrimi-
nation wherever it exists.”

— U. S SEN. KIRSTEN GILLI-
BRAND, D-New York, in a recent 
radio interview with Michelan-
gelo Signorile.

gay Pride marches on oN the record

choose best system for registering voters

Gay Pride season is back, 
and I am once again faced 
with writing a Pride-themed 
column. This is quite a chal-
lenge. It’s probably about 
the 30th Pride column I’ve 
written over the years and 
I’m running out of angles!

How many ways can you 
celebrate your community 
and say you are proud to be 
queer? As it turns out, quite 
a few.

I have written about my 
own coming out and how 
exciting it was to find a com-
munity of like-minded souls 
— in my case, the lesbian 
feminist activist community 
of the 1970s.

I have written about the 
tensions (sometimes down-
right hostility) that existed 
between lesbian feminists 
and gay men in the 1970s 
and 1980s. Over time, many 
factors converged to heal 
the rifts. 

The AIDS crisis and wom-
en’s health issues brought 
us together as caregivers 

and fundraisers. The long 
history of harassment by 
Milwaukee police officers 
against queers of every 
stripe brought us together 
to present testimony on 
police misdeeds and to 
insist on reforms.

We also drew together 
to stand up to homophobic 
attacks brought on in the 
wake of the Jeffrey Dahmer 
case and by the proposal to 
include LGBTs in the pub-
lic schools’ Human Growth 
and Development curricu-
lum. How deliciously ironic 
it is that a thousand crazed 
fundamentalists screaming 
that we were all “perverts” 
going to hell helped to unify 
and strengthen our commu-
nity.

Our distinct and increas-
ingly mutual concerns were 
showcased in a series of 
LGBT publications like Wis-
consin In Step, Quest, Out, 
Wisconsin Light, Q Life and 
Wisconsin Gazette.

The best illustration of 
LGBTs coming together is 
Milwaukee’s annual Pride-
Fest weekend, the most 
diverse and certainly the 
zaniest festival held in 
Maier Festival Park all sum-

mer. The exuberance and 
anything-goes garb, make-
up and hair colors make it 
the primo place for people-
watching.

In addition to our grow-
ing solidarity, I have writ-
ten about our pioneers like 
Harry Hay and Harvey Milk, 
whose lives and words still 
inspire. I’ve also written 
about the debt LGBT people 
owe to the Sexual Revolu-
tion and the Black Power 
and Women’s Liberation 
movements of the 1960s.

The Sexual Revolution 
was spurred by the intro-
duction of the contraceptive 
pill, newly published sexu-
ality research, the counter-
culture’s call for “free love” 
and relaxation of media 
censorship. These changes 
opened the door to more 
honest discussions about 
sex. LGBT people came 
out of their closets, leaving 
shame behind.

At the same time, many 
gay activists were inspired 
by the example of civil rights 
organizing. Some were vet-
erans of freedom rides and 
voter registration drives. 

Chants of “Gay Pride!” 
were inspired by the cry of 

“Black Power!” Like African 
Americans, gay people of all 
colors held protest march-
es, lobbied legislators to 
change discriminatory laws 
and began running for office 
as openly queer candidates.

Women’s Liberation 
mobilized thousands of 
lesbians and provided the 
movement’s intellectual 
bedrock. Feminist critiques 
of gender socialization, 
power relations and binary 
limitations are central to our 
understanding of homo- and 
transphobia. The lesbian 
critique of “heterosexism” 
— compulsory heterosexu-
ality allied to male suprem-
acy — speaks to the oppres-
sion of all LGBT people.

The knowledge of our his-
torical roots, our increasing 
solidarity, and the advanc-
es we have made against 
oppression are among the 
things I celebrate when Pride 
rolls around. As an oldster, I 
also revel in the complete 
freedom our young people 
have in expressing them-
selves without inhibition. 
Pride lives on.

opinion
JAMAKAYA

With nine months before 
the next statewide election, 
this is a good time to work 
on improving and updating 
our election systems in Wis-
consin. For example, online 
registration is a convenient 
option for people who are 
registering for the first time 
or simply updating their 
address when they move. 
Significantly, it improves the 
accuracy of the voter data-
base and reduces work by 
local election clerks. 

In our mobile society, 
multi-state database check-
ing can be an effective way 
to identify the names of 
people who have moved or 
died, as well as people who 
should be removed from the 
database. However, how the 
state does such database 
checking — and potentially 
purges voters’ names from 

the rolls — can make the 
difference between a pro-
gram that improves our poll 
books and one that disen-
franchises qualified voters.

The Legislature is con-
sidering a law to require 
Wisconsin to join the Inter-
state Voter Registration 
Data Crosscheck Program 
run by Kansas Secretary of 
State Kris Kobach. Some 
28 states have joined, but 
some, including Florida and 
Oregon, have discontinued 
participation. The approach 
Crosscheck uses for data 
matching relies primarily 
on the voter’s first and last 
names and birthdate. You 
would be surprised how 
many “false positives” that 
formula can generate!

While it does not cost 
anything to join Crosscheck, 
the program would be quite 
labor intensive for election 
officials if there is to be any 
follow-up on the matches 
identified. With any pro-
gram there could be costs 

related to mailing letters 
to people who appear to 
be registered in more than 
one state. With Crosscheck, 
there would be many more 
such letters than with a more 
precise matching program. 

There would also be a sig-
nificant cost to the eligible 
voters who are incorrectly 
targeted by this program 
and who then have to prove 
they are qualified to vote.

Another service, the Elec-
tion Registration Informa-
tion System, is facilitated by 
PEW Charitable Trusts, but 
is owned by about a dozen 
participating states. This 
data-matching exchange 
interfaces with records held 
by the DMV, U.S. Postal 
Service and Social Security 
Administration to identify 
voters who have moved or 
died. It is more technologi-
cally advanced than Cross-
check, as well as more 
transparent in its process, 
because the participating 
states own the program. 

There is a cost to join 
ERIC, but member states 
report savings derived from 
more efficient and effective 
data matching and cleaner 
voter rolls.

Best of all, ERIC has iden-
tified millions of potential 
new voters who are not yet 
registered, and participat-
ing states have invited them 
to do so. Many of those con-
tacted have registered.

If Wisconsin is going 
to join a multi-state data-
matching exchange, it 
should be a reliable, 
transparent program that 
ensures accuracy and helps 
the state engage more qual-
ified citizens as voters.

Andrea Kaminski is execu-
tive director of the League of 
Women Voters of Wisconsin, 
a nonpartisan organization 
that advocates for informed 
and active participation in 
government. Follow @LWV_
WI on Twitter. 

opinion
ANDREA KAMINSKI
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regional BriefS

in other regional news …
• celeBrating chaveZ: Milwaukee 

County has established Cesar Chavez’s 
birthday as a holiday and is giving 
employees the option of taking the day 
off or banking it for another time. The 
labor leader’s birthday is on March 31.

• SeeDing coMMUnity: The Milwaukee 
County Board of Supervisors voted 13–4 
for the SEED program. SEED stands for 
sowing, empowering and eliminating des-
erts of food. SEED will partner with the 
Hunger Task Force, Growing Power and 
UW-Extension to address food and nutri-
tion challenges in the county, said County 
Board chairwoman Marina Dimitrijevic. 

• enDangereD or extinct: In the late 
1990s, more than 1,000 Karner blue but-
terflies were seen at the Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore on Lake Michigan. 
But the endangered butterfly has not 
been found this spring, leading officials 
to fear the insect could be gone.

• aniMal aBUSe at kenoSha farM: 
The Kenosha County Sheriff’s Office 
reported in late May the discovery of 52 
dead calves and 15 calves living amid 
deplorable conditions at a farm. At a 
second farm, authorities found 30 dead 
calves and at least 100 cattle to rescue.

• UW cUtS: The Legislature’s budget-writ-
ing committee voted to cut the University 
of Wisconsin’s budget by $250 million 
and eliminate tenure protections for 
faculty from state law — moves derided 
by Democrats, who argued the changes 
would hurt both higher education and the 
state’s economy. The budget cut is $50 
million less than the $300 million pro-
posed by Gov. Scott Walker.

• COOL, DOG: The Milwaukee Common 
Council voted June 2 to reduce the maxi-
mum fine for possession of 25 grams of 
marijuana. Members voted 10–3 in favor 
of lowering the fine to $50. The previ-
ous fine for possessing small amounts of 
marijuana was between $250 and $500. 
Bob Donovan, Robert Puente and Terry 
Witkowski were the dissenting votes.

• aPPlicationS accePteD: The 
Wisconsin Women’s Policy Institute, 
a program of the Wisconsin Women’s 
Network, is accepting fellowship applica-
tions. The institute focuses on women’s 
health, safety and economic security. 
Email info@womensnetwork.org.

• yoUth vote: Milwaukee high school 
students and community leaders ral-
lied at the James Madison High School 
Library in mid-May in support of state 
Rep. Mandela Barnes’ legislation allow-
ing 16- and 17-year-old Wisconsinites to 
pre-register to vote and be automatically 
registered when they turn 18. For more, 
go to wisconsinvoices.org.

—from WiG reports

P h oto :  to m  ly N N / i N t e r N at i o N a l  c r a N e  f o u N dat i o N

heralDing the hatchling: the international crane foundation announced on May 
27 the spring’s first hatch of a whooping crane chick at the icf headquarters in Baraboo. Walker reMoveD froM 

ScanDal-PlagUeD JoBS agency
Republican lawmakers plan to restruc-

ture Gov.  Scott Walker’s struggling job 
creation agency, the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation. The finance 
committee approved a plan to remove the 
governor as chairman, reduce the agency’s 
reserves and cease funding regional loans.

The move immediately drew praise from 
the committee’s minority Democrats, who 
declared that Republicans were “firing” 
their own governor from WEDC.

WEDC was created in 2011 to serve as 
the state’s flagship economic engine. But 
the agency has been plagued by problems, 
including failing to track past-due loans, 
leadership turnover and blistering audits 
revealing mismanagement and the disap-
pearance of millions of dollars.

in other Walker news …
• rePeat reJectionS: The Legislature’s 

finance committee rejected Walker’s 
proposed cuts to Wisconsin’s popular 
SeniorCare program reversed the gover-
nor’s $127 million cut to public schools. 
The Republican-controlled budget com-
mittee also approved a wide-reaching 
education agenda that would increase 
funding for public schools. But the com-
mittee also voted to undo enrollment 
caps on the private school voucher pro-
gram.

• DOUBLING DOWN: Walker told a multi-
state Republican gathering in Oklahoma 
that he’s convinced “radical Islamic ter-
rorists” are plotting to attack the U.S. 
The governor has no access to U.S. intel-
ligence briefings.

• SO IT STANDS: The Supreme Court 
won’t hear an appeal from a conserva-
tive group seeking to end an investiga-
tion into possible illegal coordination 
between Walker’s 2012 recall campaign 
and independent groups. The case will 
likely end up at the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court, which has a majority of Republican 
justices who received millions of dollars 
in campaign donations from the plain-
tiffs. The justices have said they will not 
recuse themselves.

— from AP and WiG reports

Walker Watch

SeaSon’S 1St WhooPing crane chick hatcheS in BaraBoo
The spring’s first whooping crane chick hatched at the International Crane Foundation’s 

headquarters in Baraboo on May 27.
The whooping crane is an endangered species and the hatch of a whooping crane is a 

significant event. This chick hatched in a captive breeding program for release into the wild.
“I can’t deny it, the chick is pretty darn cute,” said Bryant Tarr, curator of birds for the 

IFC in Wisconsin. “But it has a much bigger job to do than being cute. It must shoulder the 
responsibility of helping to walk its species back from the brink of extinction.”

In the 1940s, fewer than 20 whooping cranes were left in the wild. Their numbers have 
climbed to about 600, thanks to the efforts of public-private partnerships.

Although the population increase is encouraging, it’s not enough to guarantee long-term 
survival. The species is threatened by habitat destruction, water shortages, power line col-
lisions, predation and hunters.

There have been 27 whooping crane eggs laid this year at ICF’s headquarters.

P h oto :  P i x a B ay

P h oto :  a P/c l i f f  o w e N

Wisconsin gov. Scott Walker runs onstage 
to address the conservative Political 
action conference in february. 
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national BriefS

in other national news …
• Peace Plea: Veterans for Peace lobbied 

Congress in the days before Memorial Day to 
move money from investing in war to invest-
ing in jobs, support diplomacy with Iran and 
change the Pentagon program that has pro-
vided police with military-grade weapons.

• hUSh Money: Former House Speaker Dennis 
Hastert allegedly agreed to pay hush money 
to a man he molested as boy, according to a 
person familiar with charges brought by the 
FBI. The longest-serving Republican Speaker 
of the U.S. House of Representative in history, 
Hastert has a strongly conservative record on 
social issues. He attended Wheaton College, 
an evangelical Christian school in suburban 
Chicago. Married for 42 years, Hastert has two 
sons. 

• BALTIMORE INDICTMENTS: A grand jury 
indicted six Baltimore police officers involved 
in the arrest and subsequent death of 25-year-
old Freddie Gray. Cornell William Brooks, 
president and CEO of the NAACP, called the 
indictments “emblematic of the type of action 
we need to see in cases where unarmed citi-
zens are met with excessive and oftentimes 
fatal force.”

• 49 SHOTS: A white Cleveland patrolman who 
fired through the windshield of a suspect’s 
car at the end of a 137-shot barrage that left 
the two unarmed black occupants dead was 
acquitted of criminal charges by a judge who 

said he could not determine the officer alone 
fired the fatal shots. 

• SPILL PRONE: The company that owns the 
pipeline involved in a major oil spill on the 
California coast at Santa Barbara has had 175 
incidents — mostly oil spills — nationwide 
since 2006, including 11 in California, accord-
ing to a Center for Biological Diversity analysis 
of federal documents. Plains Pipeline also was 
the focus of 20 federal enforcement actions.

• IN THE RACE: Former Maryland Gov. Martin 
O’Malley entered the Democratic presidential 
race May 31, casting himself as a new genera-
tion leader who would rebuild the economy 
and reform Wall Street. “I’m running for you,” 
he told a crowd of about 1,000 people in 
a populist message in Baltimore, where he 
served as mayor before two terms as governor.

• ALABAMA ON HOLD: A federal judge ruled in 
mid-May that gays and lesbians have the right 
to marry in all Alabama counties, but placed 
her decision on hold until the U.S. Supreme 
Court issues a ruling on same-sex marriage in 
the coming weeks.

• FREE AGAIN: A Missouri man sentenced 
to life without parole for marijuana-related 
offenses became eligible for parole on May 22 
after Gov. Jay Nixon commuted his sentence. 
Jeff Mizanskey, 62, had served 19 years. Will-
son Nixon, son of Gov. Jay Nixon, was issued a 
citation for marijuana possession in 2011.
— from WiG and AP reports

feDeral rUleS ProviDe 
helP for h2o

Drinking water for 117 million 
Americans will be protected under 
new federal rules shielding small 
streams, tributaries and wetlands 
from pollution and development. The 
rules, issued by the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, are designed to 
clarify which smaller waterways fall 
under federal protection.

Two U.S. Supreme Court rulings had previously left the reach of the Clean 
Water Act uncertain.

laWyer: confineMent of chiMPS akin to Slavery
A lawyer seeking to free two chimpanzees from a New York state university 

told a judge in late May that their confinement for research purposes is akin 
to slavery, the involuntary detention of mentally ill people and imprisonment.

Steven Wise, an attorney with the Nonhuman Rights Project, told Manhat-
tan Supreme Court Judge Barbara Jaffe in a nearly two-hour hearing that 
Hercules and Leo are “autonomous and self-determining beings” who should 
be granted a writ of habeas corpus and be moved from Stony Brook University 
on Long Island to a sanctuary in Florida.

“They’re essentially in solitary confinement,” Wise told the judge before a 
crowd of about 100 people packed into the Manhattan courthouse’s ceremo-
nial courtroom. “This is what we do to the worst human criminal.”

The 8-year-old chimps, who did not attend the hearing, are used for loco-
motion studies at Stony Brook.

Christopher Coulston, an assistant state attorney general representing the 
university, argued that the case was meritless on procedural grounds because 
the venue was improper and because granting the chimps personhood would 
create a slippery slope regarding the rights of other animals.

P h oto :  P i x a B ay
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a curated calendar of upcoming events
 ut on the town  June 4 – 18

BUckS 
SUMMer 
Block Party  
12 to 5 p.m. June 6

Hot on the heels 
(or should that be 
hooves?) of their 
rebranding, the Mil-
waukee Bucks will celebrate the onset of 
summer with their first-ever block party. 
The team is taking over the Stock-House 
grounds of Schlitz Park, on Second Street 
between Galena and Cherry Streets, to 
introduce fans to the new uniforms and 
several current and former players. Also 
scheduled are seven local musical acts, 
Bucks entertainers including mascot Bango 
and the Milwaukee Bucks Dancers and food 
and drink vendors. Admission is free. Visit 
nba.com/bucks for more details.

DoWntoWn Dining Week June 4 to 11

Finally, your wallet and your palate can be on the same page. Downtown Dining Week 
returns to Milwaukee, serving up eight days’ worth of three-course lunches and dinners at 
local restaurants for a fraction of their usual cost. Nearly 50 restaurants are included in this 
year’s event, with lunches offered for $12.50 and dinners either $25 or $35. For menus and 
a list of participating restaurants, visit milwaukeedowntown.com.

’S’WonDerfUl: MUSic of 
gerShWin’  
8 p.m. June 5 and 6, 2:30 p.m. June 7

George Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue is one 
of the most iconic pieces of music ever cre-
ated. And for Gershwin, it’s only the tip of 
the iceberg. The composer, often in conjunc-
tion with his brother Ira, created a seeming-
ly endless bounty of tunes in the heyday of 
Tin Pan Alley, including “S’Wonderful,” “The 
Man I Love” and “Someone to Watch Over 
Me.” The Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra 
will pay tribute to all those, and many more, 
in this Pops concert featuring guest pianist 
Michael Chertock, vocalist Lisa Vroman and 
conductor Michael Krajewski. At the Mar-
cus Center, 929 N. Water St. Tickets range 
from $22 to $102 and can be ordered at 
mso.org or 414-291-7605.

‘rinalDo anD the 
galactic crUSaDeS’  
8 p.m. June 5 and 6, 2 p.m. June 7

Companies often stage operas in different 
time periods, but it seems safe to say that 
no one has thought to stage Rinaldo, a 17th 
century opera by Handel set during the First 
Crusade of the Middle Ages, a long time 
ago in a galaxy far, far away. Fresco Opera 
Theatre will be the first then, with a reinter-
pretation of this story of love and war set in 
a Star Wars-esque universe, complete with 
an evil empire (originally, the Muslim forces 
holding Jerusalem), rebel heroes (Western 
crusaders trying to claim the city) and a 
princess being used as bait for an appren-
tice Force-user to rescue (don’t worry, this 
one isn’t his sister). At Overture Center, 201 
State St. Tickets are $30, $20 for students 
and seniors. Visit overturecenter.org or call 
608-258-4141 to order.

MiDWeSt BreWhaha  
June 5 to 7

Lace up your proverbial skates, roller 
derby fans. It’s finally time for the Midwest 
BrewHaHa, an annual gathering that pits 
roller girls from across the nation against 
each other over the course of three days. 
Wisconsin will field multiple teams in the 
event — Madison’s Mad Rollin’ Dolls, the 
all-male Milwaukee Blitzdkrieg in the small-
er men’s league and event hosts the Brewc-
ity Bruisers of Milwaukee — so don’t miss 
out on the chance to cheer on your home 
team in their biggest games of the year. At 
the UW-Milwaukee Panther Arena, 400 W. 
Kilbourn Ave. Three-day passes are $58; for 
additional info, visit brewcitybruisers.com. 

BraDy Street art Walk 12 to 4 p.m. June 6

Brady Street will class up its sidewalks this June with its fourth annual Art Walk. This 
spring celebration, stretching all the way from Water Street to Prospect Avenue, will fea-
ture live artists creating works in local businesses, as well as sidewalk sales and dining 
specials throughout the day. There’s also the opportunity to win prizes by stopping in at 
Mari’s Flowers, 1218 E. Brady St. Visit bradystreet.org for more details.

P h oto :  w i k i m e d i a  co m m o N s
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 ut on the town
‘little ShoP of horrorS’ 
June 11 to 20

They say not to feed the plant, but how 
else are we going to encourage more perfor-
mances of Little Shop of Horrors? Brand-new 
Milwaukee theater company All In Produc-
tion brings the comedy horror rock musical 
back to the city, complete with its catchy 
doo-wop songs, tongue-in-cheek storyline 
and, of course, the ravenous plant Audrey 
II. See page 34 for an interview with direc-
tor Mara McGhee. At Next Act Theatre, 
255 S. Water St. Tickets are $25, $20 for 
seniors and students, and can be ordered at  
nextact.org or 414-278-0765. 

lily toMlin 8 p.m. June 12

You’d think someone who had performed 
as long and influenced as many as Lily 
Tomlin would want to retire, but at 75 the 
comedian is as feisty as ever. Decades after 
getting her start as a breakout success 
on the sketch comedy show Laugh-In and 
expanding her career to film and stage, 
she’s taking on a brand-new project: Netflix 
series Grace and Frankie, in which she plays 
one of two reluctant friends united when 
their husbands leave them — for each other. 
She’s also still touring solo and will be mak-
ing an appearance at Madison’s Overture 
Center to embody some of the fascinat-
ing characters she’s played over a 40-year 
career. At 201 State St. Tickets range from 
$45 to $65 and can be purchased at 608-
258-4141 or overturecenter.org.

MiDSUMMer’S MUSic feStival  
7 p.m. June 12, additional concerts through July 14

Door County’s biggest classical music series celebrates its 25th year in 2015. At the 
opening gala June 12, they’ll be joined by the Preucil family, a cellist and violinist couple 
who were invited to the first festival and have since had three kids, musicians all. The full 
orchestra will perform a variety of works, including a Schumann piano quartet they per-
formed as part of their first concert in 1991. The festival will continue for another month, 
until July 14. The gala is at Birch Creek Performance Center, 3821 City Road E, Egg Harbor, 
and tickets are $60. Locations and prices for future concerts vary. Visit midsummersmusic.
com to order.

PoliSh feSt June 12 to 14

Polish Fest is one of the traditional main-
stays of summer festival season, a three-
day snapshot of Polish culture and cuisine. 
As always, the Summerfest grounds will 
feature ethnic food including Polish sau-
sages, the Sukiennice Marketplace full of 
vendors and a Sunday morning Catholic 
Mass celebrated in both Polish and English. 
Some of this year’s new additions: an exhibit 
of nearly 32,000 photos of Milwaukee’s 
Polish-American community and a lounge 
supported by vodka sponsor Chopin Vodka. 
For a full schedule of events, visit polishfest.
org. Tickets are $12, $10 in advance at the 
Polish Center of Wisconsin.

P h oto :  r a N dy  B e ac h

P h oto :  m i d s u m m e r  m u s i c  f e s t i va l

‘foUr SeaSonS’  
8 p.m. June 12 and 13, 2:30 p.m. June 14

As spring turns into summer, the Mil-
waukee Symphony Orchestra will celebrate 
both with particularly timely music: the first 
two concertos of Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons. 
Guest conductor and Baroque specialist 
Nicholas McGegan will return to lead the 
orchestra through those two seasonal works, 
as well as Handel’s Water Music and Haydn’s 
“Alleluia” and “Surprise” symphonies. At the 
Marcus Center, 929 N. Water St. Tickets 
range from $22 to $102 and can be ordered 
at mso.org or 414-291-7605.
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‘QUeer ShortS 10: reMeMBrance’ June 12 to 20

StageQ, Madison’s LGBT theater company, celebrates a decade of its Queer Shorts short 
play series by looking backward. With 13 short plays built around the theme of remem-
brance, the evening will honor past memories of individuals and communities, both happy 
and sad. It’ll also likely serve as a chance to reflect on the past nine installments of the 
series, since the company is planning to reboot the series in the 2015-16 season. At the 
Bartell Theatre, 113 E. Mifflin St. Tickets are $10 or $15, depending on the evening, and can 
be purchased at 608-661-9696 or bartelltheatre.org.

‘gUilty aS chargeD’ June 12 to 14, 19 to 21 and 26 to 28

The Madison area plays host to three consecutive weekends of remarkably diverse clas-
sical music this June thanks to the Bach Dancing & Dynamite Society. The company, now in 
its 25th season, will feature two different programs each weekend, each built around a cer-
tain “crime” — the “Stolen Moments” and “Honor Among Thieves” programs feature music 
stolen from other sources, while “Breaking and Entering” features music by composers who 
broke with tradition and formed new styles. Perhaps the biggest steal comes in their final 
program, “Highway Robbery” — the company will feature a new work by Kevin Puts, who 
won a Pulitzer Prize two years after the company commissioned the talented but then-
struggling artist to write a piece this year. Performances are at multiple locations: Stoughton 
Opera House, 381 E. Main St., Stoughton; Overture Center, 201 State St., Madison; and the 
Frank Lloyd Wright Taliesin Hillside Theater, 5607 Country Road C, Spring Green. Tickets 
are $40; order or find a schedule of concerts at bachdancinganddynamite.org.

rock ’n’ Sole rUn June 13

Summerfest doesn’t start for a few more 
weeks, but the organization is still getting 
ready for a Big Gig — the Big Gig 5K, the 
updated route of the Rock ’n’ Sole Run. Since 
the run is celebrating five years, the 5K 
has been revamped, with the path routing 
runners through downtown Milwaukee and 
past Lake Michigan and the Summerfest 
grounds. Costumes are encouraged, with 
prizes for the best imitations of Summerfest 
performers. There’s also quarter- and half-
marathon routes, and all participants get 
a free Summerfest admission along with 
other prizes. Registration is open through 
June 9; visit rocknsolerun.com for more 
information on sign-up and pricing. 

leS PaUl’S 100th BirthDay 
celeBration 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 13

The innovative guitarist and inventor Les 
Paul may have passed away in 2009 at the 
age of 94, but that’s no reason not to cel-
ebrate the centennial of one of rock music’s 
most important figures. Paul pioneered the 
modern, solid-body electric guitar back in 
the ‘50s and he later would be influen-
tial in developing overdubbing, tape delay 
and multitrack recording — you know, all 
the reasons your favorite bands sound the 
way they do. Discovery World has a major 
exhibit dedicated to the legend and, for his 
birthday weekend, they’re holding a special 
celebration, with demonstrations of his inno-
vations and a guided walk through the exhi-
bition. It’s free with admission, $18 for adults, 
$14 for children over 3 and seniors and 
$12 for college students and military. Visit  
discoveryworld.org for more information.P h oto :  d i s cov e ry  w o r l d

June 7 @ 2:00 PM
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By Michael Muckian
Contributing writer

Craft brewers apparently come 
equipped with vivid imaginations, creat-
ing a vast variety of uniquely flavored, 
exciting beers. In that regard, they may 
have created a whole new industry, or at 
least breathed new life and fresh ideas 
into a world awash in yellow factory suds.

But there is a fine line between genius 
and madness. I remember being a guest at 
a Milwaukee home brew club meeting and 
tasting someone’s homemade onion beer. 
Do not recommend.

Fortunately, there are no commercially 
produced onion beers, but there are a 
host of other strange brews out there. 
Most of us never would have dreamed of 
these concoctions, but an inspired few 
are nonetheless bringing exciting new 
approaches to the world of malt bever-
ages.

Here are some of the extraordinary 
choices available in the Wisconsin mar-
ket. Whether you find them compelling 
or not may depend on just how far from 
Miller High Life your palate is willing to 
travel.

Some of us remember — less than 
fondly — cave creek chili Beer, former-
ly brewed by Black Mountain Brewery 
in Cave Creek, Arizona, but since 2008 
the property of Cerveceria Mexicana in 
Tecate, Mexico. Every 12-oz. bottle of 
Cave Creek’s weak, indistinct lager came 
with a whole jalapeno pepper floating in it, 
making it the only beer that you needed a 
different beer to wash it down.

The hot pepper beer industry has 
become more sophisticated since then, 
and there are several varieties that fans of 
the flame will enjoy.

The estimable Rogue Ales & Spirits 
in Newport, Oregon — the folks who 
brought you Voodoo Doughnut Maple 
Bacon Ale packaged in a bright Pepto 
Bismol-pink bottle — recently introduced 
rogue Sriracha hot Stout Beer ($11.99 
per 25 oz. bottle). In fact, the bottle is 
designed to mimic the Huy Fong bottle 
you can find on grocery store shelves.

The beer is made using the original 
sriracha hot chili sauce, produced by the 
Irwindale, California, factory that neigh-
bors sought to have shut down due to 
the overpowering, pungent odor emitted 
during the plant’s three-month chili grind-
ing season from August through October. 
That didn’t stop the rogues from Rogue 

from finding a way to use the sauce as 
part of a new beer brand, combining it 
with a style of beer strong enough to 
handle it.

The beer, with 5.7 percent alcohol by 
volume, pours dark like any stout with 
a distinct pepper nose. There is a little 
sharp flame in every glass, but it is well 
managed by the stout’s viscosity. Beer 
drinkers with a palate for the finer fiery 
things in life will enjoy its structure and 
balance.

But there is even a better selection 
closer to home. central Waters Brewing 
co., based in Amherst, Wisconsin, last 
year introduced Space ghost ($6.49 per 
22-oz. bottle), an imperial stout brewed 
with ghost peppers, purportedly the hot-
test pepper on the planet.

The beer pours jet black, and its rich 
smooth flavor hides both the strong pep-
per undertones and its 12 percent ABV 
with surprising finesse. The taste is rich 
mocha with a fire burning underneath 
that, thankfully, doesn’t ignite the palate 
— even though the promise is there.

But there are more things to do than 
just put chili peppers into beer. Just up the 
highway from Central Waters, in the Ste-
vens Point suburb of Plover, o’So Brewing 
co. is doing amazing things with stout, 
particularly a variety called goldilocks’ 
revenge ($11.99 per 25 oz. bottle).

At face value this is a smoked impe-
rial stout aged in used brandy barrels 
and, at 10.8 percent ABV, lives up to its 
imperial ranking. The flavors blend nicely, 
with the smoked malts combining vanilla 
overtones from the oak and a full, fleshy 
mouthfeel.

The secret ingredient, it seems, is that 
the beer “was concocted with copious 
amounts of anger,” or so the label copy 
says. The cartoon image of a blonde 
girl holding three severed bears’ heads 
appears to “bear” this thesis out. What-
ever the case, stay mad, brewmaster.

Madison-based Mobcraft Brewery, 
soon to open a Milwaukee facility, trades 
on a unique business model that sells 
shares to beer drinkers while soliciting 
oddball recipes that no other brewer has 
tried. Drinker-owners vote on particular 
concepts, then the most popular ones get 
brewed.

orange you glad (you Weren’t Beat 
Up by a Banana?) ($6.49 per 22-oz. bot-
tle) is actually one of its tamer selec-

P h oto :  B e N  B l a i r / r o g u e  B r e w i N g

rogue’s new Sriracha hot Stout Beer takes a normal stout base and adds a strange com-
ponent — in this case, the ubiquitous hot chili sauce — to make a unique brew.

Strange next page

Strange brews bring unique flavors to the beer world
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tions. A sour hefeweizen brewed with 
blood orange zest, the 5.4 percent ABV 
is a light, bright summer sipper, but with 
enough character and tartness to make it 
stand out from the crowd.

On the other hand, Batshit crazy (same 
price and size) has become a brewery 
favorite. The coffee cream nut-brown ale 
is brewed with a combination of milk 
sugar and a blend of Guatemalan coffees, 
added to a wort comprised of four types 
of malt and both Fuggle and Goldings 
hops. 

The 5.6 percent ABV brew delivers a 
smooth, balanced blend that, while not 
as exotic as some of their earlier brews, 
still delivers on the coffee stout promise 
while adding a broader flavor profile in 
the balance.

But those may be just warm-ups for 3 
Sheeps’ nimble lips, noble tongue vol. 
3 (2014) iPa with Squid ink ($8.99 per 

22-oz. bottle). Sheboygan brewer Grant 
Pauly has done something no other brew-
er would have considered, adding squid 
ink imported from Italy to his beer.

The beer pours somewhat dark, with a 
purple-gray shading to the body and head 
from the cephalopod byproduct, other-
wise occasionally used to color pasta. 
The IPA base is strong enough to carry the 
ink, which adds a sort of murky, indistinct 
character to the mix.

Some drinkers admire what they have 
called an earthy, leafy aroma, while 
others comment on the brew’s salty or 
slimy characteristics. Although Pauly has 
stopped brewing the beer and moved on 
to the next iteration in his experimental 
series, this one can sometimes still be 
found in larger bottle shops.

It may be worth a taste, if only to check 
it off your bucket list of things you never 
thought you would be drinking — but 
remember the lesson of the onion beer.

P h oto :  m o B c r a f t

Mobcraft beers have clever names and cleverer ingredients, solicited directly from 
potential drinkers via a unique crowdsourcing model.

Strange from prior page
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chili-StUffeD avocaDoS 

Start to finish: 30 minutes | 
Servings: 6

 2 tablespoons olive oil
 1 large yellow onion, minced
 2 garlic cloves, minced
 1 tablespoon chili powder
 1 teaspoon smoked paprika
 1 teaspoon ground cumin
 1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper
 1/2 pound lean ground beef
 1/2 pound loose sweet  

 Italian sausage
 15-ounce can tomato sauce
 6 avocados, halved and pitted  

 (leave the skins on)
 2 cups shredded Monterey  

 Jack cheese
 Sour cream, to serve
 Fresh cilantro leaves, to serve

In a medium saucepan over medi-

um-high, heat the oil. Add the onion 

and garlic, then saute for 4 minutes. 

Add the chili powder, paprika, cumin 

and cayenne, then cook for anoth-

er minute. Add the beef and sau-

sage, then saute until browned and 

cooked through, about 8 minutes. 

Add the tomato sauce and bring to 

a simmer.
While the chili comes to a simmer, 

heat the grill to medium.
With the cut side up, gently press 

each avocado half against the coun-

ter to slightly flatten the bottom 

to allow it to sit without tilting. 
Alternatively, use a knife to 
trim off a thin slice of the 
rounded bottom.

Once the chili is at a 
simmer, spoon a heaping 

mound of it into the cavity of each 

avocado half. Arrange the filled avo-

cados on a rimmed baking sheet for 

carrying to the grill. Top each with 

cheese, then bring to the grill. Care-

fully set each avocado half on the 

grill grates, close the grill and cook 

for 5 minutes, or until the cheese is 

melted and browning.
Arrange 2 avocado halves per 

serving plate, then top each with a 

bit of sour cream and cilantro.
By J.M. hirsch
AP Food Editor

There’s no real shocker here — avocado 
pairs delightfully with a rich and meaty 
chili.

But I decided to pair them in a fresh way 
that is just right for summer grilling sea-
son. Rather than simply whip up a pot of 
chili and scatter some diced avocado over 
it, I decided to spoon mounds of chili into 
pitted avocado halves, top everything with 
cheese, then pop the entire delicious mess 
on the grill until melty and bubbly.

The chili in this recipe is intentionally 
simple and meaty. Of course feel free to 
substitute your favorite chili recipe or add 
to mine as you see fit. I wanted to keep 
things simple since this ends up being a 
two-part recipe — first the chili is made 
on the stove, then the stuffed avocados 
are grilled.

Spice up your 
grilling season 
with stuffed 
avocados

W I S CON S I N GA Z E TT E . CO M   |   J u n e  4 , 2 0 1 5 29             



W I S CON S I N GA Z E TT E . CO M   |   J u n e  4 , 2 0 1 530             



WiGOUT!

By Michael Muckian
Contributing writer

The stage has been 
set in Spring Green for 
another bravura season 
from American Players 
Theatre. Now in its 36th 
year, APT long ago took 
Shakespeare out into the 
sticks and proved that if 
you produce it — and do 
so exceptionally well — 
they will come. 

Audiences ever since 
have been coming in 
increasingly larger num-
bers, not only from nearby 
Madison, but also Mil-
waukee, Chicago, the Twin Cities and points 
beyond. Rave reviews are the norm, not only 
in local publications, but also through regular 
mentions in the Wall Street Journal and The 
New York Times. Clearly, the classics have 
defined a distinct niche for APT.

But tradition is eventually followed by 
change. The 2015 season marks the first 
turnover in leadership for the classical com-
pany since David Frank became APT’s artis-
tic director in 1991. Frank retired at the end of 
2014, and his formidable theatrical shoes are 
now being filled by two executives, one new 
to APT and the other a longtime veteran.

Brenda DeVita, an Iowa native who stud-
ied with Sanford Robbins at the University 
of Delaware’s Professional Theater Training 
Program, has been an APT company mem-
ber for 20 years, most recently as Frank’s 
associate artistic director. She has now been 
named the company’s artistic director, over-
seeing APT’s creative side with an eye to 
keeping pace with 21st century theatrical 
changes.

Carrie Van Hallgren, APT’s new manag-
ing director, is more familiar to Milwaukee 
theatergoers. Originally from Platteville, 
Van Hallgren has worked with the Milwau-

kee Rep, Milwaukee Shake-
speare (now defunct), Next 
Act Theatre and other local 
companies. Van Hallgren, 
who holds an MFA in theat-
rical management from Yale 
University, will take over the 
management and adminis-
trative duties of Frank’s for-
mer position.

Together, DeVita and Van 
Hallgren face the formidable 
task of meeting and exceed-
ing audience expectations 
for what has become one 
of the country’s best-known 
classical theater companies. 
The pair took time to talk 

about the coming season and what APT’s 
future holds.

aPt has long been known for the quality 
of both its material and performance stan-
dards. What does 2015 look like?

Brenda Devita: I think it’s a penetrating 
and provocative season. It’s utterly APT, but 
adventurous in some respects. It’s challeng-
ing, but I think we’re poised to take a new 
turn, one that’s evolutionary rather than 
revolutionary.

carrie van hallgren: There are so many 
factors in selecting a season! The discus-

sion of the season always starts in Brenda’s 
office, but as soon as there are titles to be 
discussed, APT’s senior staff is involved. 

We will never put a play into the season 
that we aren’t excited to produce and eager 
to share with audiences. But we do have 
1,100 seats per performance to fill in the Up 
the Hill Theatre and so we certainly take 
(marketability) into account when assem-
bling a season and determining which plays 
play in which space and when they open.

how have things changed under the new 
administration and what does that mean for 
aPt productions?

Devita: The kind of change that happens 
at APT is indicative of its geography. It’s 

aPt’S 2015 SeaSon
American Players Theatre in Spring 

Green broadly defines the classics dur-
ing the 2015 season. Here is a complete 
list of productions. Tickets range from 
$45 to $74 and can be purchased at 
608-588-2361 or americanplayers.org.

UP the hill
Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of 

Windsor
Opens June 6; last production Oct. 4

Tennessee Williams’ A Streetcar 
Named Desire

Opens June 8; last production Sept. 8

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice
Opens June 19; last production  

Sept. 26

Noel Coward’s Private Lives
Opens July 31; last production Sept. 26

Shakespeare’s Othello
Opens Aug. 7; last production Oct. 3

in the toUchStone
An Iliad, an adaptation of Homer’s epic 

poem 
Opens June 6; last production Oct. 18

The Island, by Athol Fugard, John Kani 
and Winston Ntshona

Opens June 21; last production Sept. 8

Edward Albee’s Seascape
Opens Aug. 3; last production Oct. 17

Marivaux’s The Game of Love and 
Chance

Opens Oct. 30; last production Nov. 22

aPt next page

american Players grows, with new 
leadership and broader artistic goals

P h oto s :  a m e r i c a N  P l ay e r s  t h e at r e

american Players theatre, known for its outdoor theater Up the hill (above) is under new management in 2015, with longtime compa-
ny member Brenda Devita (below left) replacing David frank as artistic director and carrie van hallgren joining as managing director.
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very organic and very much who we are. It’s about sustained 
growth. It’s our job to look at the collective consciousness of 
the past, what the future of theater will be and which are the 
remarkable works that will stay current over time.

van hallgren: We also consider our core company of 
actors and our relationships with directors and designers. 
We need to consider the repertory nature of our work and 
the fact that we need to be able to move the scenery from 
an afternoon play to make way for the set of an evening play 
performing on the same stage two hours later.  

The repertory also demands that our actors play roles in 
several plays, all of which they rehearse at the same time. 
And we pay close attention to our production budgets. Put-
ting together a season is an enormous puzzle and we all have 
a role in assembling it.

aPt has changed from primarily a classical company to 
one with a much broader repertoire. how do you decide on 
what material to produce?

Devita: It’s easy when something stands the test of time 
and we always go back to drink from that well. But a classic 
is something that has many facets to it. There is no hard and 
fast definition, but it’s dependent on the way you interpret 
the term. That’s a responsibility that I take seriously.

In terms of an artistic ethos … well, no one is getting rich 
and famous working for APT, but I truly believe they become 
better artists and this place helps define them for them-
selves. I try to find performers who are taken with the idea 
of working on a really hard play in the middle of nowhere 
where there is nothing else to do. That’s really where the 
core company came from.

from a business standpoint, aPt has long been a solid 
financial performer, even opening the $4.6 million touch-
stone Theatre in 2009 at the height of the recession. What 
are your future plans?

van hallgren: APT has finished in the black for over 20 
consecutive seasons. This has helped us to weather finan-
cial downturns, manage unexpected equipment failures and 
gain the trust of our supporters. In an effort to improve the 
housing for our seasonal staff, we purchased four apartment 
buildings in Spring Green last year. This year we went live 
with a new ticketing software system that was years in the 
making.

In 2017, we plan to rebuild our outdoor stage and on June 
9 will embark on a $5.1 million capital campaign. The stage 
is literally falling apart and has two years of life left to it. Our 
plan is to raise funds not only to rebuild the stage, but also 
make improvements to the lobby and to the backstage stor-
age and dressing room areas. 

To date, we’ve raised 60 percent of that figure. We are 
already dreaming about some of the plays we will be able to 
present on our new stage and the kinds of designs we can 
employ with increased storage and more flexibility.

to that end, how will aPt continue expanding its reper-
toire? What playwrights’ works haven’t you tapped that 
you’d like to bring to the stage?

Devita: That’s a very interesting conversation that we 
have all the time when comparing what we do to the emerg-
ing conscience of the nation.

The works of August Wilson absolutely belong on our 
stage when we are ready and able to present those plays 
with the mastery they deserve. Tony Kushner’s plays deserve 
a place with us, but I wonder about Sam Shepard. 

We’re looking for authors with a sense of poetry in their 
writing. I’d like to do some William Inge and more by John 
Steinbeck. I also want to consider Lorraine Hansberry and 
other female playwrights. But it will not serve our audiences 
well if we are not doing those plays in the best way we can.

van hallgren: The quality of the work on our stages is 
always the most important thing and we strive to make that 
work better and better. We’ll never be satisfied, we’ll never 
feel that it is good enough. Because of that, we will never be 
done growing.

aPt from prior page
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Join us for home cooked
southern style BBQ!
Pork, chicken and vegetarian options

Dinner prices / Donations:
$25 - individual
$60 - family
$160 - table for 8$160 - table for 8
$600 - commemorative donor

Dr. Julius Ruff, Distinguished 
Professor of History from 
Marquette University, and 

expert in European History,
will be the honorary speaker.

The Czech theologian and 
philosopher Jan Hus fought 

for equality and justice.

In 1415, Hus was burned at 
the stake, becoming one of 

history’s most famous 
victims of intolerance.

This barbeque honors This barbeque honors 
the 600th anniversary 

of his death.

Hus’s legacy carries on to 
this day through the global 
development work of the 
nonprofit organization 
Diaconia – Center of Relief 
and Development. 

Diaconia envisions a world Diaconia envisions a world 
where all members of the 
global community live with 
dignity, equality, 
and respect.

All donations support Diaconia

Join us in keeping Hus’s legacy alive!
July 11th, 5:00pm - 7:00pm

Plymouth Church | 2717 Hampshire St, Milwaukee
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all in Productions hopes to inspire inclusive theater
By Maddy hughes
Contributing writer

All In Productions is the newest theater 
company in Milwaukee, and they’ve already 
made a splash in their first season with pro-
ductions of The Last Five Years and The Shape 
of Things. In their next production, Little Shop 
of Horrors, founders Mara McGhee, Robby 
McGhee and Alex Scheurell again will find 
an opportunity to pursue the company mis-
sion their name suggests: to produce plays 
with inclusiveness, respect and kindness. 

“Our mission is to create theater that 
inspires theater,” says Mara McGhee, who’s 
directing Little Shop for All In. “We want to 
make sure everyone has a great experience 
working with us and ultimately put on a good 
product and make people excited to come 
see more shows. I’ve been a part of compa-
nies that have some complicated mission 
that basically means, ‘We do lots of shows.’ 
For us, it really is about the experience.”

If they’re looking for an experience, Little 
Shop is a good place to start. Based on 
a low-budget B-movie from the ‘60s, the 
musical follows a lowly flower shop worker 
named Seymour (James Carrington) who’s 
fallen in love with his co-worker Audrey 

(Erica Brown). The seemingly typical roman-
tic comedy plot takes a twist when one 
of Seymour’s newest verdant acquisitions 
turns out to be a plant hungry for blood and 
willing to convince Seymour to do anything 
to obtain it.

“Little Shop is one of my favorites because 
if you’ve got some great singers, there is 
so much comedic potential,” McGhee says. 
“It’s so weird and bizarre and a ‘little bit of 
everything’ show.” 

McGhee has a rich background to sup-
port the work she’s doing for All In. Origi-
nally from Wisconsin, she studied theater 
at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa, 
picking up some improv skills in the 
process. She returned home short-
ly after and stayed involved with 
groups like T.I.M. 
(The Improvised 

Musical) and ComedySportz, but increas-
ingly felt unfulfilled.

So she went back to school, getting a mas-
ter’s degree in nonprofit management from 
UW-Milwaukee with the goal of running a 
theater company one day. McGhee didn’t 
think that day would be so soon, but things 
came together quickly after she and her col-
laborators were able to get the rights to The 
Last Five Years. The positive response to the 
show and their company as a whole moti-
vated them to make it a real company, offer-
ing more than just a 
one-off show.

In a nut-

shell, McGhee says, All In seeks simple 
solutions to involve more people in theater, 
and give them the most positive experience 
possible in the process. For example, many 
smaller companies don’t pay actors, only 
compensating directors and designers. All In 
takes a different approach. “We pay every-
one involved; this is time and work and talent 
the actors offer. …You can find free talent but 
that’s not fair.” 

The company also hopes to build a more 
inclusive community. McGhee says she 
believes the Milwaukee theater community 
often lacks diversity and she wants to help 
fix that, especially in the wake of African-
American theater company Uprooted clos-
ing its doors last month.

“Two of my leads are black (Carrington 
and Brown), which wasn’t the case in the 
original productions,” she says. “I’ve noticed 
in theater communities that if (a role) was 
originally cast a certain way, that’s the way 
it is. …I just want to cast the best people 
regardless of what they look like.” 

on Stage 
Little Shop of Horrors runs June 11-20 

at Next Act Theatre, 201 S. Water 
St., Milwaukee. Tickets are $25, $20 
for students and seniors, and can be 
purchased at nextact.org or 414-278-
0765.

Download our 
FREE Whitening guide:
http://bit.ly/dewanebook

P h oto :  a l l  i N  P r o d u c t i o N s

all in’s upcoming show, Little Shop of Hor-
rors, features a bloodthirsty plant that 
goes from a cute piece of foliage to a giant, 
manipulative monster.
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Summer theater blossoms on Door county stages
By Matthew reddin
Staff writer

Door County is known as a summer des-
tination, a place to get away and embrace 
tranquility. But for theater lovers — and 
other vacationers looking to try something 
new — driving up to the northeastern woods 
doesn’t mean you’re cutting yourself off 
from a world of dramatic culture.

Quite the opposite. Door County has its 
own unique theater community, and June 
marks curtain up — or whatever’s the equiv-
alent when you’re journeying into the woods 
to find a stage tucked away as if by magic.

No matter what your tastes, there’s bound 
to be something you’ll enjoy. The commu-
nity’s tried and true venues include Penin-
sula Players, Northern Sky Theater (formerly 
American Folklore Theater) and Door Shake-
speare, and each has a season packed with 
diverse, enchanting works.

You’ve just got to head north to find them.

PeninSUla PlayerS
The Peninsula Players have been in the 

Door County theater game the longest, cel-
ebrating their 80th anniversary this year. 

But artistic director Greg Vinkler isn’t tak-
ing the anniversary as an opportunity to 
do anything more than carry on Peninsula 
Players’ everyday mission. “In thinking about 
what kind of season I would do to celebrate 
(our anniversary),” he says, “I realized that 
the best way to celebrate such a season was 

to keep doing what we were doing, which 
was offer a great variety of shows to our 
audiences.”

Peninsula Players performs in an indoor 
theater, located on a former campsite along 
Green Bay that also features wooded gar-
dens and a beer garden and bonfire site 
overlooking the bay. The company chooses 
not to perform its shows in repertory, unlike 
other Door County companies, running each 
of the five shows in its season consecutively.

When selecting this year’s plays, Vin-
kler had two important shows to schedule 
around. One is their first show: A Real Lulu, a 
world premiere by Paul Slade Smith. Smith, 
a friend of Vinkler’s, wrote a play called 
Unnecessary Farce that the company staged 
several years ago, and Lulu is his follow-up. 
The play is a comedy about a new governor 
of Vermont and the slew of well-intentioned 
advisors who try to mold him into a regular 
politician against his will.

“(Smith) finally got it to a point where he 
thought it was ready for production,” Vinkler 
says. “That was a deciding factor in getting 
what followed to happen.”

Vinkler will perform in Lulu as an actor, 
but he’ll direct his other early pick: Outside 
Mullingar, an Irish romantic comedy by John 
Patrick Shanley. Vinkler says Peninsula Play-
ers performed Shanley’s best-known play, 
Doubt, several years ago, to great success. 
Outside Mullingar is a very different play, 
about members of two families in the midst 

of a land dispute, but Vinkler knew as soon 
as he read it he wanted to stage it as well.

From there, the season became a matter 
of complementing the initial choices. Nei-
ther show was a musical, so Vinkler picked 
one up: Nunsense. Both were comedies, so 
Vinkler looked for something darker: Dial M 
for Murder. And while both were funny, he 
needed something that went beyond funny 
all the way to silly: the classic farce Lend Me 
a Tenor.

Boiled down to its essence, it sounds sim-
ple. But even with more than two decades’ 

experience with the company, Vinkler says 
selecting a season is always a challenge 
because he’s got to find shows his actors 
can all be a part of. “The thing I have to think 
about is that I have to carry a company of 
actors through the season, so they have to 
be shows that would accommodate that.”

On his side: a loyal audience. Vinkler says 
audiences do include new faces, but are fre-
quently filled by visitors who’ve been coming 
for years, attracted by the ambience the 

Door coUnty next page

P h oto :  B oy d  f e l lo w s

Peninsula Players is the oldest theater company in Door county, with an indoor theater 
nestled in a wooded garden along green Bay.
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company offers. “It’s unique that, in an eve-
ning, an audience member can come picnic 
in the beer garden, watch the sun set over 
Green Bay (and) see a show. … It’s quite a 
nice evening out and a unique experience. 
I don’t know of very many theaters like it.”

Peninsula Players’ summer season runs from 
June 16 to Oct. 18, at 4351 Peninsula Players 
Road, Fish Creek. Its first show of the season, A 
Real Lulu, runs June 16 to July 5. Tickets range 
from $36 to $45. Visit peninsulaplayers.com or 
call 920-868-3287.

northern Sky theatre
The big news at Northern Sky Theatre 

this season is the name itself. It’s the new 
moniker of the company formerly known 
as American Folklore Theatre, and artistic 
director Jeffrey Herbst says it’s long overdue.

“American Folklore Theater wasn’t really 
describing what we were doing anymore,” he 
says. “The name change already has started 
to allow us to have a bigger umbrella.”

What the newly rechristened company is 
doing nowadays is producing original, home-
grown musicals, a big shift from its roots 
as an off-shoot of the Heritage Ensemble, 
which collected and performed folk songs 
with Midwest ties. Herbst, who has been 
with the company since it became AFT in 
1990, says the shift from revues to book 
musicals has been slowly building over the 
past few decades, and it was increasingly 
becoming apparent that the writers and 
composers they wanted to work with didn’t 
know what to make of their name.

“(Our writers) wanted to write original 
shows and they wanted to write them for 
us,” Herbst says. “But it became a little bit of 
an issue for me to say ‘write something for 
American Folklore Theater’ … because they 
didn’t know exactly what that meant. I didn’t 
know what it meant.”

Now that they’re officially known as 
Northern Sky (an allusion to the starry 
“rooftop” audience members sit beneath at 
the company’s amphitheater in Peninsula 
State Park), Herbst and his company can 
get on with the business of performing the 
original works they’re known for. This sea-
son, they’re pushing themselves harder than 
ever, premiering two brand-new works in the 
same season for the first time, alongside last 
year’s hit Strings Attached, an adaptation of 
Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors featuring 
ukulele- and banjo-playing twins.

One of the two premieres comes from the 
usual channels Northern Sky has established 
in its 25-year existence. Herbst commis-
sioned When Butter Churns to Gold from 
a playwriting team based in Los Angeles 
(although, by coincidence, writer Peter 
Welkin is originally from Wisconsin). After 
reviewing successive versions and work-
shopping the piece, he scheduled it for the 
2015 season.

It’s a bit of a departure from Northern 
Sky’s usual fare thanks to Welkin’s experi-
ence working for a group called the Great 
American Melodrama and Vaudeville. Wel-
kin wrote Butter in the style the company’s 
known for: over-the-top melodrama, with 
black-and-white villains and heroes bat-
tling over an orphaned heroine’s family farm 

and the occasional dose of metatheatrical 
fourth-wall breaking. “It’s a combination of 
old-fashioned style with a modern twist,” 
Herbst says.

No Bones About It, on the other hand, is 
totally brand-new, commissioned especially 
for this year. “I had some other things that 
were in the pipeline … but I looked at what 
those options were and I didn’t think that I 
had enough pop,” Herbst says.

He needed a new musical from scratch 
in less than a year, so he turned to his most 
reliable team: music and lyrics duo Paul Lib-
man and Dave Hudson, now the company’s 
most-produced pair with six musicals to 
their name. Herbst knew he could count on 
them to come up with something clever, 
and he got it — a Romeo & Juliet adaptation 
featuring dueling barbecue dynasties and 
“char”-crossed lovers.

Those three shows will be performed in 
repertory throughout the summer, followed 
by the annual fall show. This year, they’ll 
bring a classic collaboration between com-
poser James Kaplan and the late AFT co-
founder Fred Alley indoors for the first time: 
Lumberjacks in Love.

That show will be performed at the Door 
Community Auditorium, but Herbst isn’t 
sure how much longer that’ll be the case — 
going forward, he hopes Northern Sky can 
have a new home as well as a new name. 
“The lifeblood of this theater company is 
original works, and original works have to 
have a place where they can be created,” he 
says. Renting space is working for now, but 
sooner or later Northern Sky may need a 
permanent facility.

For now, it’s enough to just be Northern 
Sky Theater, even if Herbst says old habits 
die hard: “I still catch myself, after working 
here for 25 years, saying AFT sometimes. 
But most of the time I don’t.”

Northern Sky Theater’s summer season runs 
in repertory June 11 to Aug. 29 at 10169 Shore 
Road, Fish Creek. Lumberjacks in Love will run 
Sept. 4 to Oct. 17 at Door Community Audito-
rium, 3926 Highway 42. Tickets are $20, $10 
for teens, $6 for children 12 and under, with an 
additional $7 charge for reserved seating. Visit 
northernskytheater.com or call 920-854-6117.

Door ShakeSPeare
More than any of Door County’s other 

theaters, Door Shakespeare is in the pro-
cess of reinventing itself. That’s due to the 
ongoing evolution spearheaded by executive 
director Amy Ludwigsen, currently preparing 
for her third year of shows at Door County’s 
Björklunden estate.

When Ludwigsen joined Door Shakes 
in 2012, after the resignation of founders 
Suzanne Graff and Jerry Gomes, she joined 
a company that had been focusing on the 
comedies of Shakespeare and occasion-
ally other writers. She expanded and con-
tracted the scope simultaneously, deciding 
to exclusively perform Shakespeare plays 
for the next few years but introduce the 
Bard’s romances, tragedies and potentially 
even histories into the mix, beginning with a 
double-bill of Macbeth and Love’s Labors Lost 
her first year. 

“People don’t need to just laugh,” she says. 
“They can be challenged and entertained at 
the same time.”

Ludwigsen’s instincts proved right. Her 
inaugural season was well-received and it’s 
given her the confidence to go further, bring-
ing in new artists to help the company grow.

One of them is director Leda Hoffmann. 
Introduced to Door Shakespeare last year, 
Hoffmann will return this year to direct 
Romeo & Juliet and The Tempest. 

Ludwigsen says she and Hoffmann deter-
mined it was important to stage Romeo & 
Juliet due to its influence on modern society. 
“It’s a play that you are going to deal with at 
some point in your life,” she says. 

The Tempest, then, serves as a counter-
weight to Romeo & Juliet’s urban setting, 
beautiful in its depiction of nature. The 
show’s staging will reflect the beauty of the 
surrounding woods rather than the stereo-
typical tropical island — as if Prospero’s isle 
is only a kayak tour away.

One of Ludwigsen’s earliest artistic deci-
sions at Door Shakes was to make the stage 
more intimate by centering it around a maple 
tree on the property and arranging the seat-
ing on three sides. This year, with the help 
of set designer Aaron Kopec, they’ll go fur-
ther, building their first-ever multi-level set 
around that tree as a way to integrate it into 
Björklunden itself. “We’re calling it the Tree-

house. … We want people to feel like it has 
always been there.”

Door Shakespeare originally began as an 
offshoot project of American Folklore The-
ater in the mid-90s, and Ludwigsen believes 
its mission to perform classical theater in 
Door County remains as relevant as it’s ever 
been. “These stories are still our stories,” 
she says.

But it’s important to her that she tells 
those stories in ways that truly benefit the 
audience and artists, whether that means 
casting more diversely and splitting up 
female roles to allow for more women on 
stage or simply making it easier for people 
of all ages to see their shows, by encouraging 
student groups to attend and hosting family 
nights where parents and grandparents can 
bring children to engage with the shows on 
their levels. “I think it’s going to be a really 
exciting summer to be in the audience — not 
just for what you’re watching on stage but 
for who you’re watching it with.”

Door Shakespeare’s summer season runs in 
repertory June 30 to Aug. 15 at 7590 Boynton 
Lane, Bailey’s Harbor. Tickets are $27, $32 for 
reserved seating, $17 for students and $7 for 
children under 12. Visit doorshakespeare.com or 
call 920-839-1500.

P h oto :  J a s o N  fa s s l

Door Shakespeare offers an especially intimate theater experience, with its stage built 
around a maple tree and audience seating on all three sides.

Door coUnty from prior page
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choir helps dementia 
patients form musical bonds
By Jay rath
Contributing writer

Milwaukee’s Amazing Grace Choir is spe-
cial, and not just for its talent. The ensemble 
is made up of people who suffer from early 
Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of 
dementia, as well as their caregivers.

Family members in audiences are often 
moved beyond words. “They’re just in tears 
after seeing their loved one do a solo,” says 
Stephanie Houston, outreach specialist 
in the Milwaukee office of the Wisconsin 
Alzheimer’s Institute. “This is the same per-
son who has difficulty just managing remem-
bering what happened the day before.”

The choir is an outreach project of the 
Wisconsin Alzheimer’s Institute, a center 
within the School of Medicine and Public 
Health at UW-Madison, and supported by 
the Helen Daniels Bader Fund of Bader Phi-
lanthropies.

In 2013, Dr. Mary Mittelman approached 
the organization to see if it would be inter-
ested in replicating her work with a choir 
at New York University. Her pilot program 
studies whether singing can improve mood 
in people with memory issues and also in 
their caregivers. 

“We saw this as an opportunity that would 
really benefit the community,” recalls Hous-

ton. The Milwaukee choir was launched last 
August. So far it has around 15 members. 
It’s aimed primarily at people of color and 
underserved communities. African-Ameri-
cans are at higher risk of suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease.

“The three things that we really wanted to 
focus on,” says Houston, “were definitely to 
empower the community through outreach 
and education, to connect elders of color 
with Alzheimer’s disease or other dementia 
with supportive services, and to assist fami-
lies making care decisions.” 

The Milwaukee choir is not a research 
program, though the experience does have 
clinical value. Research has shown that the 
part of the brain most associated with music 
is tied to emotion, she says. 

“That area is not as affected by the dis-
ease,” explains Houston. “So when it comes 
to people when they’re singing songs, the 
ability to recall the words is a lot easier. Not 
only that, one thing about music is it also 
stimulates movement. So we go from, not 
only are you using your language skills, and 
it’s uplifting your mood, but guess what? 
It gets those feet to tapping, those hands 
a-clapping, it gets you moving that body! 
They are fully engaged.” 

Another benefit is that the choir’s work 

helps reduce stigma. “It challenges the 
belief that persons with Alzheimer’s and 
other dementia are so limited that they can-
not learn new songs or learn new things,” 
she says. “This project actually defies that 
understanding.”

When first joining the choir, participants 
may have difficulty just being verbal. “What 
we’ve been seeing is that there has been an 
improvement in language. It has actually 
helped individuals to improve verbally.”

The choir also provides a way for caregiv-
ers to support their loved ones.

“It’s an activity they can share together,” 
says Houston. “They are actually making 
new memories.”

The Amazing Grace Choir will perform 
on June 20 at “Addressing Dementia as 
a Family Affair” held from 10:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Lapham Park, 650 W. Reservoir Ave. 
The event is free but advance registration 
is required. For more information, call 414-
289-5866. 

The ensemble’s next season starts in 
August. For more information, call 414-219-
5127 or visit wai.wisc.edu.

P h oto :  co u r t e sy

organizers say the amazing grace choir helps its members connect with family and 
form new memories despite the onset of alzheimer’s disease or dementia. 
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MMoca’s rooftop cinema features ‘best of the best’
By Michael Muckian
Contributing writer

It will be another summer of movies 
under the stars — or at least under city 
lights and in the shadow of the state Capitol 
— as the Madison Museum of Contempo-
rary Arts celebrates the 10th season of its 
popular Rooftop Cinema program. 

The season commences on June 5 high 
atop Madison’s Overture Center for the 
Arts, 201 State St., in the MMOCA sculp-
ture garden right outside the plate glass 
window of restaurant Fresco.

In honor of the program’s 10th anniver-
sary, Rooftop Cinema will feature the best 
avant-garde and experimental short films 
and videos screened during the series’ first 
decade, according to curator Tom Yoshika-
mi.

“This program adheres to what I see as 
Rooftop’s mission, which is to screen a wide 
variety of films that veer more towards the 
experimental, but are also accessible to the 
lay viewer who may not have familiarity 
with experimental film, or who might be 
turned off by the genre,” says Yoshikami, 
a doctoral candidate at UW–Madison’s 
Department of Communication Arts.

The series kicks off on June 5 with a col-
lection of humorous shorts, all hinging on 
creative uses of language. The film W.O.R.D. 
G.A.M.E.S., first screened in 2007, will invite 
and involve audience participation.

The June 12 program, dubbed “The Pow-
ers of Light and Space,” features four shorts, 
funny and poignant, that explore everything 
from the abstract light and shadow play on 
a bowl of blueberries in Larry Gottheim’s 
Blues, to the depths of outer space and the 
human body in Charles and Ray Eames’s 
classic Powers of Ten.

On June 19, the “Cause and Effect,” pro-
gram will be anchored by Peter Fischli and 
David Weiss’s incredible Rube Goldberg 
chain reaction in The Way Things Go, con-
sidered one of the series’ most popular 
films. The month’s programming concludes 

on June 26 with a collection of four favor-
ites, including John Smith’s hilarious Girl 
Chewing Gum, and JJ Murphy’s mesmer-
izing Sky Blue Water Light Sign in a program 
entitled “Slow Movement.”

“I’m really a fan of all of the films in the 
program, but if I had to chose one, it would 
be Morgan Fisher’s hilarious Turning Over,” 
says Yoshikami of one of the June 26 shorts, 
which concerns the turning over of an auto-
mobile odometer. “It builds incredible sus-
pense and is so surprising. 

“To me, the best avant-garde films are 
those that make you see the world in a dif-
ferent way,” he adds. “This film is a great 
example of that.”

Along with The Way Things Go, which 
captured the rapt attention of unwary Fres-
co diners when it was shown as part of the 
2008 Rooftop series, Yoshikami also highly 
recommends Bleu Shut, being shown on 
June 5.

“This is a film we’ve played multiple 
times on the rooftop,” Yoshikami says. “It’s 
unexpected, absolutely bonkers, and really 
invites the audience to participate along 
with it. The first time we screened it, we had 
audience members yelling at the screen, 
which was so much fun.”

The series returns on Aug. 21 for its final 
program with a collection of six of the pro-
gram’s most creative and beloved animated 
shorts. “Our Animated Worlds” features a 
wide variety of animation techniques and 
crowd pleasers that really speak to the 
heart of cinematic arts, Yoshikami says.

“All film — on film that is — is, technically 
animation,” Yoshikami says. “There are no 
moving images. Film is 24 still images per 
second that, when projected, become ani-
mated.”

The six shorts from the United States, 
Canada and Australia date back to 1952 
with Norman McLaren’s Neighbours and are 
as recent as 2010 with Andrew Ruhemann 
and Shaun Tan’s The Lost Thing. The collec-
tion is not the stuff of Saturday morning 

kids’ cartoon shows, and they all illustrate 
the important role animated films play in 
the overall cinematic aesthetic, Yoshikami 
says.

“I don’t think their value is overlooked 
by academics, but I do think that a lot 
of people think of animation as cartoons, 
something that is light, trivial,” he adds. 
“The films that we’re screening in August 
are not trivial at all.”

But they are an excellent way to close out 
another season of Rooftop Cinema.

on Stage
MMoCA’s Rooftop Cinema series 

runs four consecutive Fridays in June at 
about 9:30 p.m., then returns Aug. 21 
with a concluding evening of animated 
shorts, at about 8 p.m. The series is 
free for MMoCA members, but costs 
$7 per screening for the general public. 
Attendees should plan on bringing a 
blanket or camp chair. Visit mmoca.org 
for more information.

P h oto :  J i m  B r o z e k

MMoca’s rooftop sculpture garden will 
turn into an outdoor theater for the annual 
rooftop cinema series.
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redline examines the life of artist Paul Mandracchia 
By kat Minerath
Contributing writer

“Because I’ve talked to so many parents 
since I’ve been putting this together, I’m 
asking the question, ‘Do you keep your 
kid’s work?’ That is incredibly important 
because you don’t know when people are 
going to find their artistic expression,” 
explains Gary Hollander. 

He’s reflecting on the extensive array of 
pieces that will be featured in Life of Art-
ist Paul Mandracchia 1957–2014. Hollander 
was Mandracchia’s husband and partner 
of more than three decades, and is one 
of the primary curatorial eyes behind this 
upcoming exhibition at RedLine Milwau-
kee. 

Paul Mandracchia grew up in Arizona, 
the son of an art teacher whose sisters 
took ballet classes. From his earliest ages, 
he sketched drawings and painted pieces, 
but instead of following visual art as a 
career, began studying ballet at age 17. His 
progress was excellent and dance became 
his profession. Until his retirement from 
performance in 1998, he worked with com-
panies in Arizona, Milwaukee and Chicago. 

Visual art returned to his life first in a 
professional setting, when he started his 
company Painted Finishes in 1988. One of 
the projects he created was the mural at 
the Coffee Trader, a favorite East Side res-
taurant in the 1990s. But along with dance 
and commercial activities, creating art in a 

unique combination of abstract and figura-
tive styles was a personal interest for him. 

Drawings of nude figures became an 
important part of his oeuvre, but they are 
not conventional pieces. They are round 
and stylized, retaining a connection to 
bodily form. Yet they freely play with space 
and transformation. In multifigure pieces, 
bodies meld together like soft puzzles. 

Gardening was another passion, and 
botanical inspirations like roses found 
their way into his work. The blooms are 
smoothed and shaped into spiral forms 
and thorns tamed into minimalist rect-
angles. 

Works on view in the exhibition will 
include painting, sculpture, drawings, pho-
tographs and handcrafted bowls, as well 
as objects from his life in dance. These 
include costumes, shoes, programs and 
other ephemera. Some of his earliest work 
from childhood will be on display, along 
with his gripping late self-portraits, made 
while fighting multiple sclerosis, which 
developed beginning in 2003.

While this exhibition is meant to reflect 
the visual and performative accomplish-
ments of Mandracchia, another signifi-
cant theme is a feeling of inspiration. Art-
ists and makers that he looked to include 
painter Frida Kahlo and choreographers 
George Balanchine and Margo Sapping-
ton.Mandracchia was a lover of music, 
and Tchaikovsky was a favorite. Hollander 

recounts that when dancing, Mandracchia 
was “trying to get Tchaikovsky’s life into 
his foot as it hit the ground.”

These are some of the artist’s influ-
ences, but also in this exhibition is the 
significance of how one person can touch 
another’s life. Hollander says, “I think that 
is incredibly important. Who is that per-
son you bounce your ideas off? When you 
give up and they say ‘no.’ (Paul) changed 
me forever. I hope people get a sense of 
not only who he is and not just with me, 
but that for many people there are really 
important partnerships that keep an artist 
working.” 

Mandracchia’s efforts within the com-
munity were similarly important. He was 
a founder of the Human Rights League of 
Gays and Lesbians, as well as active with 
the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin 
and the Wisconsin AIDS Fund, part of the 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation. Some of 
Mandracchia’s self-portraits were part of 
the MIAD Open Canvas events. 

In conjunction with the opening of this 
exhibition, RedLine is hosting an evening 
called Soirée, a fundraiser for the nonprofit 
group. The event will include a live auction, 
art sale, plus studio tours of the RedLine 
Facilities. Life of Artist Paul Mandracchia 
opens in conjunction with this celebra-
tion. It is both an overview of the many 
accomplishments of one individual and an 
encouragement for that sense of inspira-
tion to move out, from one person and into 
a community.

P h oto s :  r e d l i N e

redline Milwaukee will present a ret-
rospective of Paul Mandracchia’s work, 
including examples of his nudes (upper 
left) and recent self-portraits.

on DiSPlay
Life of Artist Paul Mandracchia 1957–

2014 is on view June 11-27 at RedLine 
Milwaukee, 1422 N. Fourth St. RedLine 
Milwaukee’s Soirée will be held on June 
11 from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Advance tickets 
are required. For more information, see 
redlineartmke.org.
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Scientists chart evolution of pop music
By lisa neff
Staff writer

New research from a team 
of biologists and computer sci-
entists finds that diversity is a 
driving force in music develop-
ment.

The research is pulled 
together in a study titled The 
Evolution of Popular Music: USA 
1960–2010 and was conducted 
by scientists at Queen Mary 
University of London and 
Imperial College of London. 

The researchers analyzed 
17,000 songs from the U.S. 
Billboard Hot 100 charts over 
five decades, undertaking 
what they described as the 
most substantial scientific 
study of the history of popular 
music to date. The scientists 
mined lyrics, studied patterns 
of chord changes and tone and 
analyzed other musical prop-
erties. They looked at trends, 
diversity in the charts and the 
timing of musical revolutions.

The study identified three 
revolutions on the U.S. charts: 
the British Invasion, with the 
Beatles, the Stones and the 
Who on the charts in 1964; the 
new wave synth-led movement 

in 1983; and the emergence of 
hip-hop and rap in 1991.

The research showed that 
the greatest musical revolu-
tion in U.S. history was not in 
1964, with the British Invasion, 
but in 1991. The rise of hip-
hop and rap are “the single 
most important event that has 
shaped the musical structure 
of the American charts in the 
period we studied,” the scien-
tists wrote in the study pub-
lished in the Royal Society Open 
Science journal.

The analysis showed that 
1986 was the least diverse 
year for the charts, a fact the 
researchers attributed to the 
sudden popularization of drum 
machines and samplers.

Coming out of the Reagan 
era, diversity recovered. The 
researchers reject the asser-
tion that today’s music is 
increasingly homogenized.

“For the first time we can 
measure musical properties in 
recordings on a large scale,” 
said Matthias Mauch of Queen 
Mary’s School of Electronic 
Engineering and Computer 
Sciences and lead author of 
the study. “We can actually go 

beyond what music experts tell 
us or what we know ourselves 
about them, by looking directly 
into the songs, measuring their 
makeup and understanding 

how they have changed.”

Find more news at
wisconsingazette.com.

a new study suggests the rise of hip-hop and rap acts like Public 
enemy was more influential than the British invasion.
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Music reviewsThe Sets List
tWenty one PilotS :: ‘BlUrryface’

Since Tyler Joseph and some college buddies formed 
Twenty One Pilots in 2009 in Ohio, the band has been one 

of the most adventurous to emerge 
from alt pop and rock circles. For their 
fourth album, Blurryface, they’ve added 
hip-hop, electronica and even reggae 
vibes. Joseph and his current musical 
partner Josh Dun say the songs emerge 
out of poems and their music is meant 
“to make people think.” In the face 
of all improbability, they usually suc-
ceed. Songs veer from the unabashedly 

romantic and emo-soaked “Tear In My Heart” to the nostal-
gic dub reggae of “Stressed Out.” Intellectual pop rock can 
still sell records. Just ask Twenty One Pilots.

ZeDD :: ‘trUe colorS’
Anton Zaslavski, aka Zedd, is one of the more acces-

sible faces of contemporary EDM (electronic dance music), 
thanks to breakout hit “Clarity.” But in 
advance of his new album, he risked the 
ire of true believers with “I Want You 
to Know,” a mainstream-targeted track 
with former Disney pop princess Sele-
na Gomez. Fortunately, True Colors has 
a lot to delight fans of all sorts. “Beauti-
ful Now” (featuring achingly beautiful 
vocals from Jon Bellion) will please the 
widest set of pop fans. “Addicted to a 

Memory” digs deeper, sharper and edgier, designed to raise 
a live audience to a frenzy. One of the best moments is the 
effortlessly beautiful “Papercut,” featuring South African-
born gay teenage artist Troye Sivan. True Colors will please 
Zedd’s fan base while converting a few more of the curious.

olivia chaney :: ‘the longeSt river’
Fans of Joni Mitchell, Judy Collins or Fairport Convention: 

Olivia Chaney is about to make you sit up and take notice. 
The Longest River is the debut album for 
the young songwriter, but it sounds like 
it comes from a much more established 
artist. Chaney sings songs about dif-
ficult relationships and makes detailed 
observations in a voice that resonates 
with intelligent maturity. Arrangements 
are spare and pieced together, to best 
highlight her voice. Chaney wrote seven 
of the twelve songs here and played 

most of the instruments herself. On her current North 
American tour she will be performing in both Madison and 
Milwaukee — so there’s no excuse to miss this rising artist.

Willie nelSon anD Merle haggarD :: 
‘DJango anD JiMMie’

It’s been more than 30 years since Willie Nelson and 
Merle Haggard recorded their first album together: Pancho 
and Lefty. It surprised many critics and was a career peak 

for both. Django and Jimmie marks their 
third follow-up, arguably the first that 
matches the original’s freewheeling 
charm. Both artists are almost 80, but 
neither has lost the ability to interpret 
a quality song. An uptempo take on Bob 
Dylan’s “Don’t Think Twice, It’s Alright” 
wrings a surprising amount of emotion 
out of the words. There is an affec-
tionate tribute in “Missing Ol’ Johnny 

Cash” and the humorous “It’s All Going to Pot” pokes fun at 
both artists’ personal reputations. Treat yourself to one of 
the most unexpected musical surprises of 2015.

— Bill Lamb 

MaritiMe 
9 p.m. June 10 at Cactus Club, Milwaukee.  
cactusclub.dostuff.info.

Originally formed with members of two of the more 
underrated acts of the ‘90s in their respective genres 
(The Promise Ring, an emo band with a cult following, 
and The Dismemberment Plan, considered a precursor 
to the dance-punk movement of the ‘00s), it’s too bad 
Maritime has to be called underrated as well. Because 
Wisconsinites, at least, should be more aware of the 
exemplary power-pop this local four-piece has been 
cranking out since 2003, getting better and better with 
each release. Fans should hope their in-process fifth 
album turns that around; not-yet-fans should get to this 
acoustic set to rectify their grievous error.

iMagine DragonS 
7:30 p.m. June 13 at BMO Harris Bradley Center, 
Milwaukee. $27 to $57. bmoharrisbradleycenter.com.

When Imagine Dragons shows up at Summerfest, 
bad things happen (unless you liked being in the middle 
of the Big Gig’s Big Traffic Jam). The Bradley Center, on 
the other hand, should be a different story. Since 2013, 
the band has released their sophomore album, Smoke 
+ Mirrors, and fully evolved into the sort of act that can 
truly rock an arena. You’re still going to have to choose 
whether to put thousands of people between you and 
the band or you and the exits, but at least this time there 
are aisles. Alt-rock acts Metric and Halsey open.

PoStMoDern JUkeBox 
8 p.m. June 10 at Turner Hall Ballroom, Milwaukee. 
$25. pabsttheater.org.
8 p.m. June 11 at the Majestic Theater, Madison. $30. 
majesticmadison.org.

Scott Bradlee turns Miley Cyrus into doo-wop. 
Macklemore into jazz. Kesha into country. And that’s 
just the tip of the iceberg for this talented pianist and 
his Postmodern Jukebox project. A viral sensation on 
YouTube, the band’s moving out of the studio and 
onto the stage, where they’ll make the new old all 
over again.

BarenakeD laDieS & 
violent feMMeS
7:30 p.m. June 13 at the 
BMO Harris Pavilion on 
the Summerfest grounds, 
Milwaukee. $30, $40 or 
$76. pabsttheater.org.

This is the third time 
Barenaked Ladies have 
embarked on a “Last Sum-
mer on Earth” tour (the first 
two times correlating with 
the Mayan apocalypse and the year after that when 
we didn’t all die). So you shouldn’t go for any exis-
tential reasons. Instead, take this as an opportunity 
to relish the fact that this classic ‘90s/early’00s act 
is still playing shows when many others have closed 
up shop. Case in point: their opening act, Milwau-
kee band the Violent Femmes, keeps alternating 
between violent dissolution and violent reconfigura-
tion, although their latest incarnation seems to have 
stabilized, with no one left in the band suing each 
other this month. Colin Hay will join the two acts.

locUSt Street feStival
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. June 14 in Milwaukee’s Riverwest neighborhood. Free. locuststreetfestival.org.

PrideFest marks the start of festival season in Milwaukee, but don’t dance out all your energy a week  
before the start of street festival season. In addition to the beer run and vendors and all that great Riverwest 
energy, this year’s Locust Street Festival will boast six different music stages packed with artists. If you can 
think of a cool band that would play a bar somewhere between Holton and Humboldt, it’s probably here — 
but if you’re too tired after the beer run to think, just stumble around until you hear something good — like 
The Fatty Acids, Midnight Reruns, No/No, Rio Turbo, Surgeons in Heat, Towers or R.A.S. Movement.

DaWeS 
8 p.m. June 20 at Overture Center, Madison. $25. overturecenter.org.

In its newest album, Dawes’ lead singer Taylor Goldsmith offers a singular 
wish: “May all your favorite bands stay together.” It’d scarcely be hubristic 
for Goldsmith to assume Dawes isn’t in that category. The folk rock group 
has been peddling an aesthetic that’s earnest and authentic-sounding even 
for the folk genre, and All Your Favorite Bands suggests that won’t be chang-
ing anytime soon. Nashville’s Langhorne Slim and the Law opens.
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native hawaiians criticize ‘aloha’ for title and casting
By Jennifer Sinco kelleher
Associated Press writer

Some Native Hawaiians disapprove of 
the name of a movie filmed and set in 
Hawaii, saying that titling it Aloha is a 
disrespectful misappropriation of culture 
and simplifies a word that’s rich with 
meaning.

The Cameron Crowe film starring Brad-
ley Cooper, Rachel McAdams and Emma 
Stone opened May 29, with a screening in 
Honolulu three days before. The concerns 
are based largely on a trailer that depicts 
a military-themed love story that appears 
devoid of a genuine connection to Hawai-
ian culture. 

The movie also has been criticized for 
casting Stone, who is of Swedish, English 
and Irish heritage and identifies as white, 
as the character Allison Ng, a biracial 
woman whose father is half-Hawaiian and 
half-Chinese.

Sony Pictures did not comment on the 
concerns, pointing The Associated Press 
to an online behind-the-scenes piece that 
shows Stone’s character =saying, “this 
place has a lot of mana,” using a Hawai-
ian word that can mean power. There are 
shots of hula and interviews with Dennis 
“Bumpy” Kanahele, a Native Hawaiian 
sovereignty activist who appears in the 
movie.

“If you have a romantic comedy about 
the military in Hawaii … but a title that 
says Aloha, I can only guess that they’ll 
bastardize the word,” says Walter Ritte, 
a Native Hawaiian activist on the island 
of Molokai. “They’re taking our sacred 
word … and they’re going to make a lot of 
money off of it.”

In the Hawaiian language, “aloha” is not 
just a greeting or a word to convey love. 
It has other meanings, including compas-
sion, mercy and grace.

Janet Mock, a Native Hawaiian, panned 

the title on her show So Popular!, airing 
on MSNBC’s online live-streaming video 
service Shift.

“‘Aloha’ actually comes from two 
Hawaiian words. ‘Alo’ — which means the 
front of a person, the part of our bodies 
that we share and take in people. And 
‘ha,’ which is our breath. …When we are 
in each other’s presence with the front of 
our bodies, we are exchanging the breath 
of life.”

The trailer is an example of “typical 
Hollywood,” where “Hawaii is the verdant 
background for white fantasies,” said Ty 
Kawika Tengan, chair of the ethnic studies 
department at the University of Hawaii’s 
Manoa campus.

“(Aloha) has been so appropriated in 
so many different ways — made into a 
commodity, made into a slogan,” he says. 
“It gets so divorced from important indig-
enous Hawaiian context. …It’s romanti-
cized, literally, into a romantic comedy.”

During filming in 2013, the movie was 
untitled. State Film Commissioner Donne 
Dawson said if she had known the title, 
she would have advised against it.

“I certainly would have seen it as an 
opportunity to counsel them … and then 
allow them to figure it out for them-
selves,” she says.

The Hawaii Film Office is a state agency 
that promotes the industry and adminis-
ters permits and tax credits. The office 
balances those duties with protecting 
resources and communities, said Dawson, 
who is Native Hawaiian.

“We’ve had a century of misrepresen-
tation, of misunderstanding, of miscom-
munication of who we are,” she said of 
Hawaii’s role in the movies that dates to 
1913. “We have fallen prey to the stereo-
typical ideas … that people have about 
Hawaii. It’s not based in truth and it’s not 
authentic.”

In 1931, another movie titled Aloha told 
of “a half-caste island girl” who “refuses 
to follow tradition and marry a fellow 
islander, instead falling in love with a 
white man and heir to an American for-
tune,” according to IMDb.com. There also 
was Aloha Summer in 1988 and Aloha, 
Bobby and Rose in 1975.

The title alone would not have been a 
basis for denying permits. “It’s not my job 
to basically tell people what they can do 
with regard to the creative,” Dawson says. 
“I can tell them what to do and not do 
when it comes to filming on public land.”

For example, the producers wanted to 
film in Waianae, home to a high concen-
tration of Native Hawaiians, for scenes 
set in Afghanistan. Dawson counseled 
producers that Waianae residents might 
have negative feelings about filming on 
homestead lands.

They chose another location.
Native Hawaiians make up about 21 

percent of the state’s population, accord-
ing to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs.

Hawaii residents, including Native 
Hawaiians, worked behind and in front 
of the camera on the movie, said Brenda 
Ching, executive director of the Hawaii 
local of the Screen Actors Guild-Amer-
ican Federation of Television and Radio 
Artists.

And the title doesn’t bother all Native 
Hawaiians.

“If you look at what ‘aloha’ means, how 
can it be bad no matter how it’s used?” 
says TV and radio personality Kimo Kaho-
ano. “I think Hawaii is the best place in the 
world. And the reason is aloha.”

Aloha’s title and predominantly white cast 
have raised concerns of whitewashing 
among native hawaiians.
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TOP CASH FOR CARS, any car/
truck, running or Not. call for 
iNstaNt offer: 1-800-454-6951 

SuPeR GROOmeRS wAnTed at 
community Bark looking for expe-
rienced groomers at busy com-
munity Bark Bayside — gentle with 
pups/people.  call 414-614-2275 
to join milwaukee’s winner of Best 
Pet grooming for 5 years.

mASTeRwORk mASSAGe 
relaxation, deep tissue, energy, 
spiritual healing. over 9 years pro-
fessional experience. $65/60min. 
and $85/90min. Joseph 414-839-
6682  in calls only.  milwaukee-
based. milwaukeemassagehealer.
blogspot.com  you’ve never felt so 
good!  Peace

VIAGRA 100mG, CIALIS 20mG. 
40 tabs +10 free, $99 includes 
free shiPPiNg. 1-888-836-0780 
or metro-meds.net

AuTO-InSuRAnCe-HeLP-LIne. 
helping you find a car insurance 
Payment you can afford. toll free 
1-800-231-3603  
auto-insurance-helpline.org 

AIRbORne HeATInG & COOLInG 
No mark up on appliances, parts 
or material for service or instal-
lations.  Beats all competitors’ 
pricing.  customer satisfaction 
guaranteed free estimates 414-
439-6540 

mAn CAVe STARTeR kIT 
one Bar with two matching bar 
stools.  leather padding.  two 
aquariums, 55 gal and 30 gal 
completely equipped with decora-
tions and fish.  more miscellaneous 
tables and bookshelves available, 
call for inquiry 414-217-0766.    

AVIATIOn GRAdS work with 
JetBlue, Boeing, delta and others- 
start here with hands on training 
for faa certification. financial aid 
if qualified. call aviation institute 
of maintenance 866-453-6204 

mAke A COnneCTIOn. real Peo-
ple, flirty chat. meet singles right 
now! call livelinks. try it free. 
call Now: 1-888-909-9905 18+. 

dISH TV starting at $19.99/month 
(for 12 mos.) save! regular Price 
$34.99 ask about free same 
day installation! call Now! 877-
477-9659 

dISH neTwORk - get more 
for less! starting $19.99/month 
(for 12 months.) Plus Bundle & 
save (fast internet for $15 more/
month.) call Now! 1-800-615-
4064 

CASH FOR CARS, any make or 
model! free towing. sell it today. 
instant offer: 1-800-864-5784 

CASH PAId- up to $25/Box 
for unexpired, sealed dia-
Betic test striPs. 1-dayPay-
meNt.1-800-371-1136

wAnTS TO PuRCHASe mIneR-
ALS and other oil and gas inter-
ests. send details to P.o. Box 13557 
denver, co. 80201

PRemIum eAST SIde LOCATIOn 
- 2114 e. woodstock Pl. (Between 
Prospect ave. and lake d.).  clas-
sic tudor style Building. Beautifully 
landscaped courtyard. remodeled 
kitchen and Bathroom.  Private 
entrance and incredibly spacious. 
1 Bdrms avail 7.1.  $925/mo heat 
incl. showing by appt:  414-202-
7600. eastmore.com 

dOwnTOwn 1950S ART 
deCO HIGH RISe 1029 e. knapp 
st. walking distance to lake 
& cathedral square.  1 Bdrms 
avail asaP.  $700 - $995 cable 
& internet incl. city and lake 
views.  Premium apts. include 
granite, stainless steel and Pergo 
flooring.  showings by appt:  414-
759-1154 eastmore.com 
 
 

HeART OF SHORewOOd - 4480 
N oakland ave. located across the 
street from colectivo.  Beautiful 
building with wood floors that was 
constructed in 1931 and has never 
looked better.  one bdrm avail 
June 1, $750 heat, water, internet, 
cable included.  on-site manager 
call: 608-778-6187, eastmore.com

This week, let’s try a DIY approach to astrology. Go 
to your little Google machine and print out a star 
map. Scratch out all the constellations. Then draw 
new ones spelling out letters and sentences you 

want to see. There’s your horoscope! 
Works for me every week!

classifiedsW
iG astro logic with Dr. Sterling asterix

a l l  s i g N s :
J a N .  1  –  d e c .  3 1

WANTED 
OLD  JAPANESE
MOTORCYCLES 

KAWASAKI-- Z1-900(1972-75), 
KZ900, KZ1000(1976-1982), Z1R, 
KZ1000MK2(1979,80), W1-650, 

H1-500(1969-72), H2-750(1972-1975), 
S1-250, S2-350, S3-400, KH250, 
KH400, SUZUKI--GS400, GT380, 

HONDA--CB750K(1969-1976), 
CBX1000(1979,80)

$$ CASH $$
1-800-772-1142
1-310-721-0726 

usa@classicrunners.com

real estate  
& reNtals

MiScellaneoUS

sales & 
services

aUtoMotive

health anD fitneSS

inSUrance

WanteD to BUy

eMPloyMent

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Sudoku answers on page 46.
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loriS Jean SeiBel Are his own turning 
against him?

JUlie linDBerg:  Federal investigation is 
needed. If Walker is innocent, he should be 
all for an independent investigation! If he is 
not for an investigation, then he must be hid-
ing something.

greg congDon: That looks good on a 
presidential resume.

Steven BaUBlit:  Hopefully the rest of the 
country will see him for the joke he is.

aMy DieBaren: Rotties and pit bulls are 
the most commonly involved in dogs biting 
humans. Breeds do have temperaments. In 

communities where breeds are known to be 
trained to fight, I think caution is warranted. 
That said, let’s do something about people 
who don’t train or control their dogs.

JENNIFER SHAW: There’s already laws on 
how many bites are allowed before they’re 
taken away or put down. It should be a case-
by-case basis. If it haps bcuz an uninvited 
person or animal was on their property it 
surely shouldn’t count. Vicious dogs do need 
stricter rules.

SUMMer: Yes all dogs are equally danger-
ous. I’ve seen more “lap dogs” attack people 
than any pit or rot. Pits get more media atten-
tion for attacks and bites because people fear 
them. I myself have been attacked by 2 dogs, 
one a Chihuahua the other a dachshund. 
Why? Because they had sh*tty owners. Do 
some damn research on the breed. I bet you 
also didn’t know that pits were once labeled 
as nanny dogs. They’re caring, protective and 

loyal. I own 3 pits and a pit mix, and none of 
them would ever dream of hurting a human 
or another dog.

catherine hoffMan: I am so glad they 
are spending time on pink clothes instead 
of how to bring family supporting jobs and a 
strong education system back to WI. Bravo.

MattheW SchnUrer: Keep in mind, peo-
ple, that the Wisconsin Legislature has a list 
of priorities, and first and foremost on that 
list is making sure that women can be fash-
ionable while hunting. Jobs, health care, the 
environment, wage gaps, and unions are all a 
distant second when compared to this most 
tantamount of human rights issues. 

Bias bites: Pit bull bans blasted as 
biased, without merit

GOP lawmakers remove  Scott 
Walker from WeDc

Wisconsin lawmakers want to let 
hunters wear pink in an effort to 
attract more women

Feedback from our
digital platforms. 

facebook.com/
wigazette

@wigazette

ON THE FARM
acroSS
1. Staples Center, e.g.
6. *Some tractors have an 

enclosed one
9. French cabaret legend 

Edith
13. Hogwarts professor and 

part werewolf
14. Female gametes
15. “A ____ ate my baby”
16. Through this and thin
17. Aquatic shocker
18. Happen
19. *Fruit trees
21. *Traditional “mower”
23. E in BCE
24. 1950s pin-up
25. Accounting degree
28. Month of Purim
30. Stream of revenue
35. *Barbecued pig or cow 

anatomy
37. Away from wind
39. Swamp plant
40. Elliptical
41. *Livestock farm
43. Pineapple producer
44. Some are cuckoo for 

these puffs
46. “Why not?”
47. Rushed
48. *Animal house
50. Juicing byproduct
52. They often pop up
53. Beer spouts
55. Lake in France
57. *Used on sheep
60. *Pullets and drakes, e.g.

64. To bake an egg in its 
shell

65. It’s sometimes high or 
low

67. Sound of pinched nose
68. One who ____ around
69. Hammurabi’s code, e.g.
70. “It’s the latest ____”
71. Edible root of taro plant
72. Wife’s title
73. Wives of one man

DoWn
1. Choir member
2. German industrial valley
3. Larger-than-life
4. A position well suited to 

person occupying it
5. Turkish capital
6. For boys and girls
7. As opposed to St. or Blvd.
8. Crafter’s wood
9. Ancient Briton
10. Give some this and they 

take a mile
11. Malaria symptom
12. Hemingway’s ___ Whom 

the Bell Tolls
15. A man who is senior 

member of group, pl.
20. Kind of police gun
22. Computer-generated 

imagery, acr.
24. Engaged couple’s 

contracts
25. The Nile is famous for 

these
26. Turning point

27. Manila hemp
29. “Oh, my!”
31. U.S. law-enforcement 

agents
32. Used to treat Parkinson’s 

disease
33. Amorously checked out
34. *Pesky farm intruders
36. Like Oscar in The Odd 

Couple
38. Very light brown
42. Conversation starter
45. Communion tables
49. *Corn piece
51. Protruding belly
54. Sacred song
56. The Nutcracker 

protagonist
57. Food fish
58. *A quadruped’s ____

quarters
59. Consequently
60. Seats for a flock
61. One of the Romanovs
62. Level to the ground
63. Original matter
64. Female
66. Hot Wheel

We posted... you commented...

Answers on page 44.
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