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by lisa neff
Staff writer

Petitions, protests and 
pledges forced the Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure to apol-
ogize and retreat on its con-
troversial  decision to defund 
cancer prevention programs 
at Planned Parenthood clin-
ics.

But a week after the furor 
reached its peak, doubts 
lingered as to whether the 
nation’s leading breast-can-
cer charity could fully recov-
er from the fallout.

Debate over whether 
right-wing politics played a 
role in Komen’s initial deci-
sion continued, as did scru-
tiny of other Komen poli-
cies, such as its position on 
stem-cell research.  Attention 
focused on the political 
interest and associations of 

Komen leaders, including 
Karen Handel, who resigned 
as  VP of public policy on 
Feb. 7.

The Komen-Planned 
Parenthood partnership 
began in 2005, with Komen 
money paying for some 
breast exams and mam-
mogram referrals for low-
income women at Planned 
Parenthood.

On Jan. 31, Komen said 
it was eliminating grants for 
Planned Parenthood because 
of a policy adopted in late 
2011 that prohibits Komen 
from funding groups under 
government investigation.

“We regret that these new 
policies have impacted some 
longstanding grantees, such 
as Planned Parenthood, but 
want to be absolutely clear 
that our grant-making deci-
sions are not about politics,” 
the foundation stated.

But while at least three 
Komen grant recipients, 
including Penn State, are under 
investigation, only one Komen 
partner, Planned Parenthood, 
was cut. Last September, 
Planned Parenthood came 
under a congressional review 
by U.S. Rep. Cliff Stearns, R-Fla., 
an abortion-rights foe who 
was responding to the right-
wing claim that the health ser-
vice used federal funding to 
subsidize abortions, a charge 
the national offi ce and its affi li-
ates say is false.

Stephanie M. Wilson 
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Out dance music artist 
Chris Willis talks about 
his debut album.
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goP’s voter suppression 
campaign ready for polls

by lisa neff
Staff writer

The fi rst year Ruthelle Frank voted, 
“Kiss Me, Kate” premiered in the theater, 
moviegoers buzzed about Technicolor 
and Harry S. Truman defeated Thomas 
E. Dewey in what is hailed as the great-
est election upset of all time.

The 84-year-old resident of Brokaw, 
Wis., has voted in every election since 
1948. And Frank intends to vote this 
year – provided she can get into a 

polling booth.
Frank is one of the plaintiffs in the 

federal suit fi led by the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Wisconsin against 
the state’s new voter photo ID law.

Frank is an eligible registered voter 
in the state, but she has no photo ID 
and lacks the certifi ed copy of her birth 
certifi cate that’s needed to obtain one.

Some might wonder why a woman 
who has lived in the same place for 
more than eight decades and has 

served on the village board since 1996 
lacks a state photo ID.

The answer is: It’s complicated.
And complications, along with dis-

crimination and disenfranchisement, 
are what civil rights advocates have 
tried to eliminate from the voting 
system for years – since long before 
the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965.

The 2008 election, with the highest 
turnout in a presidential election in 
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BLOCKING THE VOTE:

VERdicT:
loVE RulES

A P  P H OTO / T H E  S AC R A M E N TO  B E E , R E N E E  C . B Y E R

Partners Ellen Pontac (left) and Shelly bailes (right), who have been married since June 
2008, hug Tina Reynolds (center) as they watch the ruling of Proposition 8 at a restau-
rant in Sacramento, calif., on feb. 7. a federal appeals court ruled california’s same-
sex marriage ban unconstitutional, upholding a federal judge’s decision. Story on page 9



REadY foR ‘i do’
U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, 

longtime congressman and 
gay rights icon, plans to 
marry partner Jim Ready in 
Massachusetts. The two have 
been partners since 2007. 
Frank decided not to seek 
re-election this year, meaning 
his service in Congress ends in 
January 2013 and his time with 
Ready increases. “Look, I have 
a partner now, Jim Ready; I 
have an emotional attachment. 
I’m in love for the first time in 
my life,” the 71-year-old Frank 
said recently on the “Charlie 
Rose” show.

i do, iT doES
A Seattle community activist 

protesting gentrifi cation married 
an old warehouse being leveled 
to make way for luxury apart-
ment buildings. Inviting witnesses 
to the Jan. 29 ceremony, Babylonia 
Aivaz said, “Yes, I’m in love with a 
107-year-old building! Yes, ITS A 
GAY MARRIAGE! How is that 
possible? Well there must obvi-
ously be a deeper story.” About 
50 wedding witnesses turned 

out, as well as some gay 
rights advocates who 
complained Aivaz’s 
mock wedding 
mocked gay marriage.

nixon’S choicE
Actress Cynthia Nixon caused 

a stir in gay circles when she told 
The New York Times Magazine 
that, for her, being gay is a con-
scious choice. Nixon was in a 
15-year relationship with a man 
and is now engaged to a woman 
with whom she’s been involved 
for eight years. “I understand that 
for many people it’s not, but for 
me it’s a choice, and you don’t 
get to defi ne my gayness for me,” 
Nixon told the magazine. Gay 
rights advocates complained that 
the remark was fl ippant and irre-
sponsible and Nixon later clari-
fi ed her position: She’s bisexual, 
and that isn’t by choice. She’s in 
a lesbian relationship, and that is 
by choice.

luSTY kaTE
A tell-all memoir by a bisexual 

man who ran a prostitution ring 
in Hollywood from the 1940s 

until the advent of AIDS 
details the sexual proclivi-

ties of some of fi lmdom’s 
greatest legends. Among other 

tidbits, former Marine Scotty 
Bowers, now 88, recalls fi xing 
up Katherine Hepburn with 
more than 150 women for trysts. 
Bowers told The New York Times 
that he decided to talk now 
because, “I’m not getting any 
younger and all of my famous 
tricks are dead by now. The truth 
can’t hurt them anymore.”

duEling diVaS
Reigniting a longstanding cat 

fi ght, Sir Elton John offered this 
piece of advice to Madonna on 
“Good Morning America” prior 
to her halftime show at the 
Super Bowl: “Make sure you lip-
synch good,” he advised. John 
was heard during the event’s 
broadcast as a pitchman in a 
Pepsi commercial. Would he ever 
appear as halftime entertain-
ment? “No,” John said. “I’ve never 
seen a decent one. Never ever.”

JET-SET WEdding
Gay activists in Russia are 

organizing a boycott of Aerofl ot 
over reports that the nation’s 
leading airline forced a gay fl ight 
attendant to marry a woman in 
order to keep his job. Gay fl ight 
attendant Maxim Kupreev, 25, 
claims the airline demanded that 
he enter into heterosexual mar-
riage with his former high school 
girlfriend after he tried last year 
to create an LGBT group within 
the company.

look ThE PaRT
Mickey Rourke is working 

overtime to prepare himself 
for his upcoming biopic about 
out gay rugby star Gareth 
Thomas. Rourke reportedly had 
surgery on his eyes to look 
more like Thomas and has hired 
the personal trainer who got 
Ralph Fiennes buffed to play 
Coriolanus. Rourke also physi-
cally transformed himself for his 
Oscar-nominated role in “The 
Wrestler.”

hE SaYS,
ShE ouSTS

Tennessee Sen. Stacey 
Campfi eld, promoting a bill that 

would ban discussion of homo-
sexuality in public schools, says 
the “facts are out there” to 
support his on-radio claim that 
AIDS originated from a gay air-
line attendant having sex with a 
monkey and that “it is virtually 
... impossible to contract AIDS 
through heterosexual sex.” And 
a Knoxville restaurant owner 
says she was justifi ed in telling 
Campfi eld he was no longer wel-
come at the Bistro at the Bijou’s 
popular Sunday brunch. “It’s just 
my way of standing up to a bully,” 
said owner Martha Boggs.

Tax maTTERS
GOP presidential candidate 

Mitt Romney gives more to 
the Mormon Church than he 
pays in taxes. According to 
recently released tax returns, 
Mitt and Ann Romney have 
given more than $4 million 
to the Church of Jesus Christ 
of the Latter Day Saints since 
2010. During the same period, 
they paid $3 million to the IRS. 
The Mormon Church is one 
of the nation’s leading anti-gay 
activist groups.
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REGIONAL GAZE Got news? Tell us 
managingeditor@wisconsingazette.com.

by louis Weisberg
Staff writer

Fighting to keep its doors 
open in the face of a budget 
defi cit, the Milwaukee LGBT 
Community Center held a 
public meeting on Jan. 26 
to re-engage with supporters 
and spur them into action.

More than 150 people 
jammed the center’s commu-
nity room to hear about the 
fi nancial situation, express 
their support for the center’s 
mission and air grievances, 
mostly about former execu-
tive director Maggi Cage. 

Interim executive direc-

tor Sheldon Walker, who 
led the meeting, began by 
apologizing for the period 
under Cage’s leadership, dur-
ing which the center became 
estranged from its constitu-
ents. The former board co-
chair, Walker tried through-
out the 90-minute meeting 
to steer the dialogue toward 
the future.

“We, too have strong feel-
ings, and what we’re doing is 
channeling those feelings into 
positive solutions,” Walker 
said, speaking on behalf of 
the board. “We owe a sincere 
apology (for) the problems 

that have occurred under 
our watch. We are really very 
focused at this time on cor-
recting those wrongs.”

Walker disseminated sta-
tistics from the center’s 2011 
unaudited income statement 
showing that the organiza-
tion lost $243,734 last year. 
The center needs $110,000 
immediately to take care of 
accounts payable and a bank 
loan, as well as an additional 
$100,000 to restore operat-
ing cash levels.

Expenses at the center last 
year totaled $992,724, while 
revenue was $748,990. About 
70 percent of revenue came 
from contracted services 
and program-specifi c grants, 
which cannot be used to pay 
for such overheard costs as 
rent and salaries unrelated to 
the programs.

Individual gifts to the cen-
ter during 2011 amounted 
to $18,067, workplace giving 
was $31,969 and member-
ship dues brought in $5,775.

Due to the center’s dire 
fi nancial situation, recently 
announced merger talks with 
Diverse & Resilient have 
been suspended. “The nego-
tiations committee from the 
two agencies agrees that the 
center must fi rst address its 
current fi nancial crisis,” said a 
statement released just days 
after the community meeting.

Many of the supporters 
who attended the center’s 
January community meeting 
spoke passionately about its 
mission and its critical role 
in the community. They also 

reached into their pockets to 
contribute about $1,000 to 
the center, Walker said.

The tone of the meet-
ing was respectful but some-
times emotional. Supporters 
voiced some tough criticisms 
and opinions. Several called 
on the remaining four board 
members to resign, complain-
ing that they’d failed in their 
oversight duties.

“The board really forgot 
that the board is the boss of 
the executive director,” said 
Denise Cawley.

Walker said he and the 
board were unaware of the 
extent to which Cage had 
alienated the center’s mem-
bers and offended other 
LGBT groups.

“It’s unbelievable that you 
didn’t know what was hap-
pening here for the past 
year,” responded Chuck 
Grosz, offi ce and event coor-
dinator for the Cream City 
Foundation. He pressed for 
an accounting of the com-
pensation deal that Cage 
received on her departure 
– information Walker said he 
could not provide due to 
privacy laws surrounding per-
sonnel matters.

Attendees voiced strong 
support for changing the 
organization’s bylaws to 
allow members to elect the 
board. That was how the cen-
ter operated before Cage 
pushed through a change to 
permit only existing board 
members to elect new mem-
bers.

Several supporters com-

plained that the action had 
muted public input and iso-
lated the board from its 
membership.

Speakers also complained 
that the center had evolved 
under Cage’s direction into 
essentially a social services 
provider rather than a com-
munity gathering place. The 
idea was fl oated of a survey 
to determine what sort of 
programming the community 
wants at the center. 

The center’s downtown 
location also drew criticism 
– for its cost as well as for 
inadequate parking. The cen-
ter moved into its current 
space at 252 E. Highland Ave. 
a little over a year ago, sign-
ing a 10-year lease for the 
expansive, loft-like space.

According to the state-
ment provided at the meet-
ing, that space cost the group 
$170,208 last year for rent 
and parking.

Jamie Woods said the 
parking situation is particu-
larly burdensome for trans-
gender people, who fear 
being harassed on the street 
when they have to park sev-
eral blocks away and walk 
through the busy surround-

ing neighborhood.
Walker said the board is 

in the process of negotiat-
ing lower rent payments to 
reduce costs. The center 
received nearly $31,000 last 
year in rental income, and 
the space is suffi cient to add 
additional tenants. 

Despite all the concerns 
raised during the meeting, 
the prevailing sentiment was 
that the center is worth sav-
ing – and that the community 
is up to the task. 

“This is the beginning of a 
grassroots movement again 
to rebirth the center,” said 
former executive director 
Neil Albrecht. “I see so many 
familiar faces of the people 
who were there in the early 
days. … It’s diffi cult for me to 
fathom how we got here … 
but the past is the past.”

“This feels like a fam-
ily reunion to me,” said Jane 
Ottow. We are a strong com-
munity, we’re a very loving 
community and we’re a very 
forgiving community. We’ve 
been through worse things 
than this and we can over-
come. We need to fi nd our 
strength again. … The healing 
will occur.”

center asks public for second chance 
by lisa neff
Staff writer

Listen up about listening in: The 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
Libraries archives department 
invites researchers to listen in to 
a history of the local transgender 
community.

The department, which collects 
materials documenting LGBT life 
and culture, has completed a histo-
ry project focusing on Milwaukee’s 
transgender community from the 
1960s to today.

The Milwaukee Transgender 
Oral History Project consists of 
eight oral histories, preserving 
the recollections of social activ-
ists, community leaders, health care 
workers, service providers and 
drag queens.

Dr. Brice Smith, author of “Yours 
in Liberation: Lou Sullivan and the 
Construction of FTM Identity,” 
conducted the interviews with 
Jay Botsford, Josie Carter and 
Jaime Gays, Loree Cook-Daniels, 
Gretchen Fincke, Meredith Leischer, 
Jolie McKenna and Michael Munson. 

“I sought out individuals who 
have played a signifi cant role in 
making the community what it is 
today,” said Smith, who conducted 
the interviews mostly in homes 
and used a digital recorder.

A press release from the archives 
said the interviewees “self-identify 
across a broad spectrum of gender 
identities, and some resist identifi -
cation entirely.”

In the interviews, they cover a 

range of topics – drag pageants 
before and after Stonewall, com-
munity activism, building organiza-
tions and dealing with access to 
medical services, transitioning and 
marginalization within mainstream 
and LGBT culture.

The history, open for review in 
the archives department at UWM 
Libraries, includes about 10 hours 
of audio and more than 200 pages 
of transcriptions, said department 
head Michael Doylen.

“I cannot emphasize enough 
the signifi cance of this project in 
strengthening the LGBT History 
Collection,” Doylen said of the new 
addition. “Our goal is to develop a 
collection that is genuinely inclusive 
and representative of the diversity 
of the Milwaukee LGBT commu-
nity. Transgender people were not 
previously well documented in the 
historical record, and this collec-
tion helps to address that.”

The UWM collection is the larg-
est bank of LGBT primary sources 

in the state, containing personal 
papers of history-makers at the 
national and local level, includ-
ing Eldon Murray and Miriam 
Ben-Shalom. The collection also 
includes the archives of community 
groups such as Brady East STD 
Clinic, Cream City Foundation, Gay 
Peoples Union and the Lesbian 
Alliance of Metro Milwaukee. 
Community newspapers, such as 
Wisconsin Light, InStep, Queer 
Life and Wisconsin Gazette, are 
archived in the collection.

UWM associate professor Cary 
Gabriel Costello, who coordinates 
the LGBT Studies program, called 
Smith’s interviews a vital addition 
to the collection: “The individuals 
interviewed present a picture of 
the rich and multifaceted history 
of transgender life in Milwaukee 
during the past half century.”

The project was funded through 
gifts from Joseph R. Pabst, the 
Johnson and Pabst LGBT Humanity 
Fund of the Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation and the Eldon E. Murray 
Foundation Fund.

Pabst, a major supporter of the 
LGBT collection, listened to the 
interviews several weeks ago, and 
said he hopes they “promote not 
only tolerance, but compassion.”

“Hearing the powerful voices 
of these remarkable people at 
the forefront of the transgender 
community was astounding and 
touching,” Pabst said. “Their stories 
reveal the transgender experience 
with such depth and grace.”

uWm completes transgender histories project
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on ThE WEb
A guide to the Milwaukee Transgender Oral History Project col-

lection is at http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/wiarchives.uw-mil-
uwmmss0302. Plans are under way to place interview excerpts online.
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P H OTO : D E N I S E  C AW L E Y

former executive director neil albrecht 
addresses the center’s Jan. 26 meeting.

Right: The cover of a pre-
Stonewall pamphlet that 
is part of the lgbT his-
tory collection of the uWm 
library archives.
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by louis Weisberg
Staff writer

Carolina Stark’s life would 
make a good story for a feature 
fi lm. It would be a feel-good 
movie, the kind that makes you 
proud to be an American.

Stark’s father, a small-town 
Wisconsinite, met her mother 
while serving in the Armed 
Forces in Colombia. She was 
born at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center near Washington, 
D.C., on the Fourth of July.

The new family settled in 
the tiny rural community of 
Oostburg but traveled frequently 
to Bogota to spend time with 
Stark’s mother’s family, allowing 
her to grow up not only bilingual 
but also multicultural.

Although she started school in 
a two-room schoolhouse, Stark 
went on to become the fi rst 
person in her family to com-
plete college. After graduating 
magna cum laude from St. Louis 
University with a BA in criminal 
justice, she earned a JD from 
the University of Wisconsin Law 
School in 2002.

At 34, Stark is now an 
administrative law judge for 
the Department of Workforce 
Development. She hopes her 
next professional move, with the 
help of county voters, will be 
to the Milwaukee Circuit Court 
bench.

On Feb. 21, Stark’s name will 
appear on the ballot as a can-
didate for circuit court judge, 
along with Scott Walker appoin-
tee Nelson Phillips III and 
Christopher Lipscomb, a three-
time candidate. The top two vote 
getters will proceed to the April 
3 election.

Although Wisconsin Supreme 
Court Judge David Prosser won 
his retention campaign after 
promising to rubber-stamp Gov. 
Scott Walker’s legislative agenda, 
judicial candidates are prohibited 
by law from partisan politicking. 
Stark takes the ban to heart, 
refusing to address specifi c issues 

that might arise in a legal case. 
But Stark acknowledges that she 
supports full LGBT equality.

“I think all citizens deserve full 
equality,” she said, adding that all 
Americans deserve equal access 
to education, health care, hous-
ing, transportation and other 
essential services provided by 
government. 

Stark attributes her commit-
ment to social justice to her 
unique upbringing. As the only 
woman in the race, the only 
bilingual candidate and the only 
candidate who resides in the city 

of Milwaukee, she believes she 
has a fresh perspective to bring 
to the bench – an underrepre-
sented perspective but one that 
refl ects a large portion of the 
county’s population.

Stark said that while she can’t 
answer specifi c questions about 
her views, her actions should 
provide voters with a guide to 
her philosophical mindset. “Draw 
your conclusions from what I do, 
not from what I say,” she said.

Stark’s actions have included 
working as a defense attorney 
for immigrants and serving on 
the Milwaukee Fire and Police 
Commission. (Editor’s disclosure: 
WiG CEO Leonard Sobczak 
chaired the commission for the 
fi rst six months Stark served.) 
She also serves regularly as a 
poll watcher and as a community 
volunteer.

Stark and her husband Michael 
Stark, also an administrative law 

judge, live in the city’s historic 
Concordia neighborhood, one of 
urban Milwaukee’s few racially 
diverse areas. They are heavily 
involved in the local neighbor-
hood association.

The couple owns one car 
that both use, not only because 
they’re avid environmentalists 
but also because they believe 
it’s important for them as judges 
to have the experience of using 
public transportation.

“Riding the bus reminds you 
that it’s harder when you have to 
depend on public transportation 
to get to work or school or the 
grocery store,” she said. “It gives 
you a different perspective.”

Stark said her background and 
her Fourth of July birth date 
have inspired many of her life 
choices. Because of her unique 
story, she’s always been drawn 
to a career “participating in the 
institutions of our democracy,” 
she said.

Stark’s belief in the democratic 
process is so strong that she 
decided to run for circuit court 
judge even after being told the 
race would cost her at least 
$100,000 – far more than she 
and her husband can afford. 

“I thought, ‘Where can my 
experience and skills serve the 
public?’ I think this is a good fi t 
with my previous experience,” 
she said. “I like working with 
people, and to work in the circuit 
courts you have to be able to 
work with people. I have a lot of 
experience in the circuit courts 
working as a defense attorney.”

Whatever the outcome of the 
race, Stark’s story is undoubt-
edly one of the most compelling 
behind the names appearing on 
the Feb. 21 ballot.

“I feel very fortunate,” Stark 
said. “I feel like I’m living the 
American dream.”

by louis Weisberg
Staff writer

In late January, Jason Burns 
did something that few 
Floridians do mid-winter. He 
climbed into his car in Ft. 
Lauderdale and headed north 
for his new job in Milwaukee 
as executive director of 
Equality Wisconsin. 

As the palm trees receded 
from his rear view mirror, 
Burns thought about the 
chilly weather and warm 
people ahead in his future. 

“There’s just something 
about people from the 
Midwest and their values and 
the things they hold impor-
tant,” Burns said. “We had a 
going-away dinner with some 
friends from Ft. Lauderdale. 
People kept telling me, ‘By 
March, you’re going to have 
more friends than you know 
what to do with. People in 
the Midwest are so genuine.’”

Not that Burns, 28, is a 
stranger to Midwesterners. 
He grew up in Ludington, 
Mich., which is where the 
Manitowoc ferry lands on 
the other side of the lake. His 
partner is a native of Ohio.

Burns is not a stranger 

either to the sort of politi-
cal activity he’ll handle in his 
new job. He got involved in 
his fi rst campaign at age 16 
and, more recently, worked 
on a successful effort to 
elect Broward County’s 
fi rst out gay commissioner. 
He’s worked as both a paid 
and volunteer consultant 
on numerous political cam-
paigns.

Before beginning his 
new position at Equality 
Wisconsin on Feb. 1, Burns’ 
most recent job was at 
The Pride Center of Fort 
Lauderdale, one of the 
nation’s largest LGBT com-
munity centers. He served 
as the organization’s devel-
opment director and major 
gifts offi cer.

He also has a strong 
record of local activism, hav-
ing served on the board of 
directors for The Dolphin 
Democrats, as a member of 
the Broward County School 
Board’s diversity commit-
tee, and as the co-chair of 
Oakland Park Main Street’s 
events committee.

Burns said he and his part-
ner have been looking for the 

past two years for a way to 
return to the Midwest – to 
live closer to their roots and 
their families. 

Equality Wisconsin found 
Burns through a nation-
wide search. The process 
began more than a year ago. 
The  organization’s board 
obtained a grant to hire a 
consultant who helped to 
identify strategies and fund-
ing sources to hire a full-time 
director, said board co-chair 
Ray Vahey.

The board reviewed about 
35 resumes before conduct-
ing a dozen phone inter-
views, followed by fi ve live 
interviews, according to 
Vahey.

“Jason is a very bright 
young man with a lot of 
energy and experience in 
raising money and also politi-
cal campaigning,” Vahey said. 
“Those were two things 
important to us.”

For his part, Burns said 
he was excited by EW’s 
goal of getting more LGBT 
Milwaukeeans and their allies, 
including younger people, 
engaged in the community. 

“A poll found that only 

one of 10 people identi-
fi ed as LGBT or queer was 
involved with an LGBT char-
ity or political organization,” 
Burns said. “That speaks to 
the shame or stigma that’s 
occurred all their lives. You 
have to fi nd ways to empow-
er them.”

At The Pride Center, 
Burns developed a group 
called “varsity club,” which 
engaged people under 35 
through a program that com-
bined socializing and com-
munity service activities. En 
route to Milwaukee, Burns 
met with Equality Florida to 
advise that group on creating 
a similar program, he said.

“It was a way of making 
(younger people) stakehold-
ers in the organization, of let-
ting them know their voices 
are valued and they don’t 
have to give thousands of 
dollars to have their voices 
heard,” Burns said.

Burns said he was inspired 
by EW’s Voices of Faith proj-
ect, which involves local 
congregations and faith com-
munities in the struggle for 
LGBT equality. Overcoming 
religious-based stigma is an 

essential part of the move-
ment, he said.

Burns said EW’s long-term 
goal is the same as that of 

every other LGBT organi-
zation – “to get to a point 
where an organization like 
this isn’t needed any more.”
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Jason burns is the new executive director of 
Equality Wisconsin.
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P H OTO : C O U RT E S Y

carolina Stark and her husband michael Stark cel-
ebrated their 10th wedding anniversary with a trip to 
Peru in September 2010. This picture of the couple 
was taken during the three days they spent with an 
indigenous Quechua family on a fl oating reed island in 
lake Titicaca. 

on ThE
fEb. 21 balloT

Administrative law judge 
Carolina Stark is running for 
Milwaukee County Circuit 
Court judge in Branch 17. 
She faces incumbent Nelson 
Phillips III, a recent Scott 
Walker appointee, and 
Christopher Lipscomb, a 
three-time judicial candi-
date. 

EndoRSEd bY
Stark has received the endorsements of AFSCME Milwaukee 

District Council 48, AFSCME local 82, SEIU Wisconsin State 
Council, Milwaukee Alds. Bob Bauman and Nik Kovac, Oak 
Creek Mayor Al Foekler, Wisconsin State Rep. Sandy Pasch and 
Milwaukee County Supervisor Peggy Romo West.

don’T miSS Wig’S TaxES & financES iSSuE fEb. 23
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cEnTER holdS 
ValEnTinE’S 
dancE

The Milwaukee LGBT 
Community Center cel-
ebrates Valentine’s Day with 
the Queer Prom. The dance 
takes place on Feb. 14 at the 
Wherehouse, 818 S. Water 
St., Milwaukee.

Tickets cost $20 per indi-
vidual, $30 per couple. The 
benefi t evening includes live 
music, food, mingling, dancing 
and glamour, according to the 
center. 

For more information, go 
to mkelgbt.org or call 414-
271-2656.

PlaYhouSE 
cElEbRaTES 
maRRiagE 
EQualiTY

The UUCW Playhouse 
presents “The Size of the 
Dream: Celebrating the 
Promise of Marriage Equality” 
on Valentine’s weekend.

The premiere of the cho-
ral theater production, spon-
sored by Equality Wisconsin, 
includes a 7:30 p.m. show 
on Feb. 10, 4:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. performances on 
Feb. 11 and 3 p.m. and 6 
p.m. performances on Feb. 
12.  All performances are 

at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 13001 W. North Ave. 
in Brookfi eld.

The production is 
described as “a poignant and 
powerful story of seven citi-
zens, who boldly raise their 
voices in support of marriage 
equality, as an amendment 
to ban same-sex marriage 
comes up on the state ballot.”

For more information, 
e-mail playhouse@uucw.org.

RighT-Wing 
gRouPS dEfEnd 
ShaWano 
STudEnT

The right-wing Liberty 
Counsel and the American 
College of Pediatricians are 
calling on the superintendent 
of the Shawano school dis-
trict to apologize to a high 
school student who was rep-
rimanded for advocating the 
execution of gays in a student 
newspaper.

The Shawano Community 
High School published a 
point-counterpoint feature in 
which two students argued 
the merits of gays adopting 
and parenting children. One 

student, Brandon Wegner, 
quoted biblical passages call-
ing for the execution of gays 
as he made his argument 
against gay parents. 

Students complained 
about the column, as did Nick 
Uttecht, a gay father with 
children attending Shawano 
schools. The school district’s 
superintendent apologized 
publicly, and offi cials removed 
the column from remaining 
copies of the paper.

But the controversy 
remains, with the school 
board expected to take up 
the issue this month.

In late January, the 
Christian-right Liberty 
Counsel raised the threat of 
legal action if the district did 
not apologize to the student 
journalist.

Also, the socially conser-
vative ACP defended the 
anti-gay student’s argument: 
“There is no clear evidence 
that children reared in same-
sex-led households fare as 
well as those reared by their 
biological heterosexual par-
ents. ... It appears that this 
is the point that this student 

was trying to make.”
Repeated studies, however, 

have shown that kids raised 
by same-sex parents do fare 
as well – and in some instanc-
es, better.

Uttecht, who plans to 
address the school board, 
said his family continues to 
maintain that publication of 
the column was wrong and 
the student and faculty advi-
sor deserve punishment.

REPoRT allEgES 
uW official 
gRabbEd 
STudEnT’S 
cRoTch

A University of Wisconsin 
student alleged that an ath-
letic department official 
grabbed his crotch at an 
alcohol-fueled party during 
the football team’s trip to the 
Rose Bowl, according to an 
independent report released 
by the school on Jan. 24.

The John Doe student 
claimed former senior asso-
ciate athletic director John 
Chadima put his hand down 
the student’s pants at the 
end of a party in Chadima’s 

suite at a Los Angeles hotel 
on Dec. 31. 

Chadima was put on 
administrative leave on Jan. 
6 and resigned the same day. 
He issued an apology for a 
“lapse in judgment.”

“I make no excuses and 
have come to the realiza-
tion that over the past few 
months, alcohol had con-
trolled and consumed my 
life,” Chadima also said. “I 
am taking steps to correct 
that problem in my life at this 
time. I will take full responsi-
bility for my lack of judgment 
and actions that evening.”

gaRdEn 
iniTiaTiVE SEEkS 
To gRoW gaY 
mEmbERShiP

Wisconsin’s Victory 
Garden Initiative, seeking 
potential leaders in the sus-
tainable food movement, is 
reaching out to LGBT people 
who might be interested in 
the training program.

The training begins on 
Feb. 24 and includes a week-
end retreat this month, fol-
lowed by Saturday classes. 

By December, participants 
should be ready to be certi-
fi ed as food leaders who can 
promote sustainable garden-
ing and permaculture tech-
niques in their communities.

For more information, go 
to www.victorygardeninitia-
tive.org.

aRcW offERS 
fREE STd
TESTing aT
nEW locaTion

The AIDS Resource 
Center of Wisconsin’s pre-
vention department, 3716 
W. Wisconsin Ave., is now 
offering free testing for HIV, 
gonorrhea, chlamydia, syphi-
lis and hepatitis C. Testing 
is available by appointment 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Mon. through Wed. and 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Thurs. 

LifePoint Needle Exchange, 
Many Men, Many Voices inter-
vention and safer sex sup-
plies are also offered at the 
new location. 

To schedule an appoint-
ment for HIV/STD/Hep C 
testing, call 414-225-1608.

– Lisa Neff
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5NATIONAL GAZE
by lisa neff
Staff writer

Ted Olson’s legal team 
would later provide a detailed 
analysis of the federal appeals 
court ruling striking down 
Proposition 8. But at the 
press conference immediately 
following the Feb. 7 release 
of the opinion, the attorney 
sounded more like a coach 
relishing an underdog’s victory.

“This is a huge day,” Olson 
told reporters assembled in 
Los Angeles and viewing on a 
live feed on the Web.

He couldn’t say that 
enough. “Huge.” “Huge.”

Olson stood at a podium in 
downtown LA with the plaintiffs 
in Perry v. Brown who want to 
marry and their families.

Behind them stood a 
row of eight American fl ags. 
Nearby was a stack of paper, 
copies of the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals’ opinion. 
The “Decision on Merits” 
contained 133 pages of legal 
review, analysis and fi ndings 
in favor of the quest for mar-
riage equality. The document 
was celebrated coast to coast, 
from the Golden State to the 
Garden State, on Feb. 7.

The appeals court panel, 
in a 2-1 ruling, affi rmed a 
district court judge’s August 
2010 fi nding that Proposition 
8 is unconstitutional.

Prop 8 was approved by 
a narrow majority vote in 
November 2008 and amend-
ed the California Constitution 
to defi ne marriage as the 
union of a man and a woman, 
ending new same-sex mar-
riages in the state.

In May 2009, Olson and 
Boies, working with the 
American Foundation for 
Equal Rights and representing 
two couples – Kris Perry and 
Sandy Stier and Paul Katami 
and Jeff zarrillo – sued to 
overturn Prop 8.

After a 12-day trial, U.S. 
District Court Judge Vaughn 
R. Walker struck down the 
measure. He wrote, “Because 
California has no inter-
est in discriminating against 
gay men and lesbians, and 
because Proposition 8 pre-
vents California from fulfi lling 
its constitutional obligation 
to provide marriages on an 
equal basis, the court con-
cludes that Proposition 8 is 
unconstitutional.”

Proposition 8 proponents 
appealed, defending the mea-
sure in court because the 
governor and secretary of 
state refused to mount a 
legal defense of a measure 
they said is unconstitutional.

Fast-tracking of the case 
led to the release of the rul-
ing on Feb. 7.

Judge Stephen Reinhardt, 
author of the opinion, wrote, 
“Proposition 8 serves no 
purpose, and has no effect, 
other than to lessen the sta-
tus and human dignity of gays 
and lesbians in California, 
and to offi cially reclassify 
their relationships and fami-
lies as inferior to those of 
opposite-sex couples. The 
Constitution simply does not 
allow for laws of this sort.”

The court concluded that 
Prop 8 violates the Equal 
Protection Clause of the 

14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution.

“Proposition 8 operates 
with no apparent purpose 
but to impose on gays and 
lesbians, through the public 
law, a majority’s private dis-
approval of them and their 
relationships, by taking away 
from them the offi cial des-
ignation of ‘marriage,’ with 
its offi cially recognized sta-
tus. Proposition 8 therefore 
violates the Equal Protection 
Clause,” Reinhardt wrote.

The term marriage, the 
court also said, carries 
“extraordinary signifi cance.”

Olson said the court’s 
“momentous decision” is a 
reminder “that it is time that 
we, as Americans, treat all of 
our fellow citizens with fair-
ness and decency.”

At the press conference 
in Los Angeles and later in 
San Francisco, the plaintiffs 
and their families savored the 
victory and recommitted to 
the equality campaign, which 
likely will go all the way to 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

“We can see over the 
dark wall of discrimination,” 
Perry said. 

She added, “It has been 
a long road. Sandy and I 
are anxious to get married 
before our young children 
graduate from high school 
next year.”

Son Spencer Perry, 17, said, 
“When Prop 8 doesn’t allow 
parents like mine to marry, 
it says that our family, that 
my brothers, that my moth-
ers, shouldn’t belong, that we 
don’t get to be the same as 

my friends’ families.”
Celebrations of the 

court’s ruling took place in 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Sacramento, Fresno, Concord, 
Rancho Cucamonga, Santa 
Ana, San Diego, Santa Barbara 
and other California cities, as 
well as in New York City at 
the Stonewall Inn.

“With today’s ruling we 
are a giant step closer to 
the day when the promise 
of our Constitution squares 
with the lived reality of LGBT 
people,” said Kate Kendall 
of the National Center 
for Lesbian Rights in San 
Francisco.

At least one step remains, 
and maybe two steps.

ProtectMarr iage .com, 
which is defending Prop 8 
in the legal battle with help 
from Christian groups such 
as the Alliance Defense Fund, 
immediately announced its 
intent to appeal. But it was 
uncertain whether the appeal 
would be for a review by the 
full Ninth Circuit or directly 
to the U.S. Supreme Court.

ProtectMarriage has 15 
days from Feb. 7 to ask the 
appeals court to reconsid-
er and 90 days from the 
decision date to fi le for a 
Supreme Court review.

At the National 
Organization for Marriage, 
which helped fund the Prop 8 
ballot campaign, Brian Brown 
called the appeals court deci-
sion sweeping, wrong-headed 
and predictable. “As predict-
able,” he said, “as the outcome 
of a Harlem Globetrotters 
exhibition game.”

But Brown said he’s opti-
mistic the right will win at 
the Supreme Court level.

“We have every confi -
dence,” he said.

In the meantime, the court 
likely will maintain a stay, block-
ing any same-sex marriages 
from taking place in California.

appeals court strikes down Prop 8
Got news? Tell us 

managingeditor@wisconsingazette.com.

foR ThE REcoRd…
“As sweeping and wrong-headed as this decision is, it nonetheless was as predictable 

as the outcome of a Harlem Globetrotters exhibition game.”
– Brian Brown of the National Organization for Marriage.

“This is a huge victory in the battle for marriage equality, but this fi ght is far from over. 
The federal government still refuses to recognize our families.”

– Rea Carey of the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force in Washington, D.C.

“We are not surprised that this Hollywood-orchestrated attack on marriage – tried in 
San Francisco – turned out this way. But we are confi dent that the expressed will of the 
American people in favor of marriage will be upheld at the Supreme Court.”

– Brian Raum of the Alliance Defense Fund.

“This is not the end of the road, for this case or for the larger struggle for marriage 
equality. We must all continue our work – in courthouses and statehouses, in church pews 
and living rooms – until equality is reality for LGBT people and our families everywhere.”

– Joe Solmonese of the D.C.-based Human Rights Campaign.

“This ruling substitutes judicial tyranny for the will of the people, who in the majority 
of states have amended their constitutions, as California did, to preserve marriage as the 
union of one man and one woman.”

– Tony Perkins of the Family Research Council, which has been designated a hate group by 
the Southern Poverty Law Center.

“This is an enormous step toward marriage equality, not only for California, but for 
all Americans.”

– Kevin Cathcart of Lambda Legal based in New York.
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by lisa neff
Staff writer

Washington Sen. Ed 
Murray is planning this year 
to send invites to his wed-
ding – even to those who 
didn’t vote for the marriage 
equality bill that passed in his 
chamber on Feb. 1.

Murray, who is openly gay, 
sponsored a bill to legalize 
same-sex marriage that the 
state’s Senate passed on a 28-21 
vote after a lengthy debate.

The measure faces likely 
success in the House, which 
was expected to vote as 
WiG went to press on Feb. 
8. Democratic Gov. Chris 
Gregoire pledged repeatedly 
in January to sign the bill into 
law if it reaches her desk.

With Gregoire’s signature, 
Washington would become 
the seventh state in the 
nation to legalize same-sex 
marriage. Same-sex couples 
can marry in Connecticut, 
Iowa, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New York, 
Vermont and the District of 
Columbia.

Washington same-sex 
couples, including Murray and 
his longtime partner Michael 
Shiosaki, could marry as early 
as June.

However, opponents, 
who have funding commit-
ments from the National 
Organization for Marriage, 
have pledged a ballot mea-
sure to block the marriages. 
If they fi le at least 120,577 
valid signatures by June 6, the 
issue would be put on the 
November ballot and same-
sex weddings likely would be 
delayed.

The Senate vote followed 
a debate that was broadcast 
to a state audience via cable 
and a world audience on the 
Web. Senators considered 

about a dozen amendments, 
including several changes 
intended to protect religious 
freedoms that were adopted 
and one rejected proposal 
that would have allowed 
wedding professionals to 
refuse gay customers.

The 28-21 vote went large-
ly along party lines, with the 
majority of Democrats vot-
ing in favor. Democrats Tim 
Shelton, Paull Shin and Jim 
Hargrove voted against the bill.

Four Republicans – Joe 
Fain, Andy Hill, Steve Litzow 
and Cheryl Pfl ug – voted for 
the measure despite NOM’s 
offer of up to $250,000 for 
primary candidates who 
decide to challenge them.

Murray, on the historic 
evening, urged a spirit of tol-
erance as struggle over the 
issue continues.

Those who vote against 
same-sex marriage are not 
bigots, the senator said, and 
those who vote for same-
sex marriage “are not, and 
we should not be accused 
of, undermining family life or 
religious freedom.”

The morning after the vote 
in Washington State, a New 
Jersey Assembly committee 
held a hearing on the Garden 
State’s marriage equality bill.

Republican Gov. Chris 
Christie has said he would 
veto such a bill because 
voters and not lawmakers 

should decide the issue. After 
enduring a week of criticism 
for calling for a popular vote 
on civil rights, Christie said 
he believed the majority of 
voters would back same-sex 
marriage.

Maryland lawmakers also 
are dealing with a marriage 
equality bill. Democratic Gov. 
Martin O’Malley testifi ed on 
behalf of legislation before 
the Maryland Senate Judiciary 
Committee on Jan. 31. 

“It’s not right, and it is 
not just, that the children 
of gay couples should have 
lesser protections than the 
children of other families in 
our state,” the governor said.

Meanwhile, in Maine, activ-

ists announced plans to ask 
general election voters to 
legalize gay marriage through 
an initiative. Petitions were 
delivered to the secretary of 
state’s offi ce on Jan. 26.

Voters in North Carolina, 

Minnesota and possibly New 
Mexico will vote this year on 
constitutional amendments 
to ban same-sex marriages.

Follow the news at
www.wisconsingazette.com.

Washington moves closer to marriage equality
by lisa neff
Staff writer

Activist Joe Knudson looks 
at the calendar for April and 
sees “a perfect trifecta” for 
protesters.

A three-day weekend 
that month includes the 
Day of Silence on April 20, 
the Worldwide LGBT Civil 
Rights Marches on April 21 
and Earth Day actions on 
April 22.

The most established of 
the three campaigns, Earth 
Day marks its 42nd anni-
versary this year. The Earth 
Day Network is hoping to 
mobilize a billion people for 
“a billion acts of green” that 
Saturday and throughout the 
weekend.

The Day of Silence, spon-
sored by the Gay, Lesbian & 
Straight Education Network, 
dates to 1996. The national 
day of action involves stu-
dents and educators taking 
a vow of silence to illus-
trate the effect of anti-LGBT 
bullying and harassment in 
schools. Adult allies in the 
campaign participate in after-
school forums on bullying, 
safe schools and coming out, 

as well as write letters to 
former school principals and 
teachers about their experi-
ence as students.

Still coming together are 
plans for the fi rst Worldwide 
LGBT Civil Rights Marches.

Knudson is chair and 
spokesperson for the inter-
national organizing commit-
tee. Other organizers include 
Jonathan Wolfman, James 
Vivian, Arturo Schultz, Marc 
Holcomb, Jesse D. Greer, 
Spencer Aiello and Isidro 
Gonzales.

Their statement of intent 
reads, “This is grassroots 
organizing of hungry, aggres-
sive and eager LGBT and 
LGBT-friendly activists, advo-
cates and all other allies 
worldwide, working at plan-
ning and organizing vari-
ous marches, after parties, 
watch parties, etc., … with 
the trust and hope that … 
human rights organizations 
worldwide will put all egos 
aside and come together in 
unity for this historic event.”

The committee is encour-
aging people to organize at 
the local, grassroots level to 
build an international effort 

– a model that was hugely 
successful for clean energy, 
no-drilling protesters who 
carried out the 2011 and 
2010 Hands Across the Sand 

demonstrations.
Much of the organizing 

is taking place on Facebook 
in the Let’s Reach 1 Million 
People Campaign group.

Already, plans for marches 
are being made in Dayton, 
Ohio; Washington, D.C.; 
Cincinnati; Chicago; Atlanta; 
New York City; Albany, N.Y.; 

Oklahoma City; Portland, 
Ore.; and Hampton, Va. 
Outside the United States, 
march sites include Pakistan 
and the Philippines.

“The window of oppor-
tunity worldwide is about 
as far open as it will ever be 
… with the earlier speech 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, in 
addition to actions at the 
United Nations,” Knudson 
said. “The LGBT communi-
ties worldwide must con-
tinue this drive and build on 
this momentum in advancing 
our chances for basic human 
rights worldwide.”

LGBT march organizers 
are not working directly with 
the Earth Day Network, but 
Knudson said activists recog-
nize a synergy. March orga-
nizers observed that it is the 
42nd anniversary of Earth 
Day, but also 42 years since 
the fi rst gay Pride parade 
took place.

activists organizing for massive april actions
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P H OTO : C O U RT E S Y

a crowd in the gallery applauds the announcement that the Washington Senate passed a marriage equality bill.

fREEdom To maRRY daY
Valentine’s Day brings dining and diamonds, romancing 

and roses.
National Freedom to Marry Day, celebrated on Feb. 

12, brings demands and debates, protests and petitions.
In some locations, such as Chicago, protests for mar-

riage equality will take place.
But a focus this year for Freedom to Marry is on citi-

zens lobbying local, state and federal lawmakers to join 
the Freedom to Marry campaign. For details, go to www.
freedomtomarry.org.

P H OTO : C O U RT E S Y 

activists are organizing on facebook – the let’s Reach 1 million People 
page – for Worldwide lgbT civil Rights marches on april 21.
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nYc’S infiniTE 
foREST 

The AIDS Memorial Park 
Coalition recently named 
“Infi nite Forest,” with its 
evocative groves of trees and 
mirrored glass surfaces, as the 
winner of a design competi-
tion for a proposed park in 
New York City’s West Village. 
The competition challenged 
architects and designers to 
combine a public park with a 
place of commemoration and 
memorial. Pending New York 
City Council approval, the 
coalition aims for completion 
of a memorial park by World 
AIDS Day 2014. However, the 
private owner of the space 
has raised concerns about 
potential construction delays 
and favors its own park plan.

foRmER STudEnT 
WinS School 
SETTlEmEnT

A former student who 
endured severe harassment 
in junior high and high school 
recently won a major settle-
ment from the Aberdeen, 
Wash., School District.

The ACLU represented 
Russell Dickerson III in the 
lawsuit against school district 
offi cials who knew the student 
was being harassed but did not 
take steps to end the torment.

Under terms of the settle-
ment, Dickerson will receive 
$100,000 from the district. 

Dickerson, now 20, said, “I 
learned from my parents that 
you should never give up. You 
should fi ght for your rights – 
you don’t just walk away.”

WhiTE houSE 
To hold lgbT 
confEREncES

The White House’s public 
engagement offi ce and other 
federal agencies will hold a 
series of conferences around 
the country this year to focus 
on LGBT issues.

The inaugural event, 
the White House LGBT 
Conference on Health, will 
be held in Philadelphia on 
Feb. 16, and will feature 
remarks by Health Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius.

Future conferences will 
be held in other locations 
throughout the country and 
focus on topics such as hous-
ing and homelessness, safe 
schools and communities and 
HIV/AIDS prevention.

nEW houSing 
REgS bEcomE 
official

U.S. Housing Secretary Shaun 
Donovan announced new anti-
discrimination regulations dur-
ing an address at the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force’s 
Creating Change conference.

Thousands of activists 
attended the annual event in 
Baltimore.

On Jan. 28, Donovan deliv-
ered a speech in which he 
announced the implementa-
tion of draft anti-discrimina-
tion regulations announced 
a year ago.

The changes include:
• Language that ensures 

same-sex couples are recog-
nized as families covered by 
federal housing programs.

• Prohibiting owners and 
operators of assisted hous-
ing, or housing whose fi nanc-
ing is insured by HUD, from 
inquiring about sexual orien-
tation or gender identity. 

• Prohibiting consideration 
of factors other than credit-
worthiness in the awarding 
of mortgage loans insured 

by the Federal Housing 
Administration.

collEgE 
fREShmEn moRE 
libERal in 2011

First-year college students’ 
political and social views 
shifted in a more liberal 
direction in 2011, according 
to an annual survey of fresh-
men in four-year schools.

The survey is administered 
nationally by the Higher 
Education Research Institute 
at the UCLA Graduate 
School of Education and 
Information Studies.

An unprecedented 71.3 
percent of incoming college 
students indicated that same-
sex couples should have the 
right to legal marital status, 
compared with 64.9 percent 

in 2009. While support for 
same-sex marriage is highest 
among female students and 
those who identify as liberal, 
a signifi cant proportion of 
conservative students (42.8 
percent) and an increasing 
number of male students 
(64.1 percent in 2011 vs. 56.7 
percent in 2009) expressed 
support for this issue.

aRmY SoughT 
foR bREaST 
cancER 
RESEaRch

The Dr. Susan Love 
Research Foundation is 
seeking to build an Army 
of Women for breast can-
cer research. The goal is to 
recruit 1 million women of all 
ages and ethnicities.

The initiative, with funding 

from Avon and a partnership 
of the research foundation and 
the Boston University School 
of Public Health, will include 
telephone interviews with 
more than 600 lesbian and 
bisexual women who have or 
have had breast cancer.

kanSanS SEEk To 
PuRgE SodomY 
laW fRom 
STaTuTES

The Kansas Equality 
Coalition wants legislators to 
remove an unenforced and 
unconstitutional sodomy law 
from the statutes.

The law, voided by a 2003 
U.S. Supreme Court decision 
in a Texas case, makes con-
sensual same-sex sex a crime.

The group also has 
asked Republican Gov. Sam 
Brownback to seek the law’s 
repeal, but the administration 
declined.

Earlier this year, 
Brownback released a list of 
51 “out of date, unreason-
able, and burdensome” laws 
to be repealed. That list did 
not include the law against 
consensual same-sex sex.

“There is nothing more 
unreasonable than Sam 
Brownback’s preserving an 
unconstitutional law that’s 
used by government offi cials to 
harass gay and lesbian Kansans,” 
said KEC’s Thomas Witt.

kanSaS 
congRESSman 
inTRoducES 
anTi-gaY 
miliTaRY bill

U.S. Rep. Tim Huelskamp 
recently introduced the 
Military Religious Freedom 
Protection Act to ban cel-
ebrations of same-sex part-
nerships in the U.S. military.

The Kansas Republican 
said the measure would 
allow a chaplain to refuse to 
participate “in any duty, rite, 
ritual, ceremony, service or 
function that is contrary to 
their own conscience, moral 
principles or religious beliefs 
or those of their faith group.”

Additionally, the measure, 
which as of this week had 
10 co-sponsors, would make 
U.S. military facilities off-lim-
its for same-sex weddings or 
partnership ceremonies.

Responding, Joe Solmonese 
of the Human Rights Campaign, 
said, “Huelskamp and other 
right-wing Republican members 
of Congress appear to have 
missed the memo from military 
leaders who say that open ser-
vice is working just fi ne.”

– Lisa Neff
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The winning design for a proposed aidS memorial park in new York city’s West Village.
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As men and women of con-
science, our legislators must 
support Wisconsin’s Senate 
Bill 345, the Child Victims’ 
Act. The bill is currently in the 
Judiciary, Utilities, Commerce 
and Government Operations 
Committee, where it was 
referred after its first reading 
on Dec. 21, 2011. So far it 
has not been scheduled for a 
public hearing.

The bill eliminates the stat-
ute of limitations on pur-
suing civil damages against 
child sex-abuse perpetra-
tors. Current Wisconsin 
law requires victims to take 
action no later than age 35. 
This bill would remove the 
age limit.

This is important because 
many, if not most, survivors 
do not deal with the issue 
until well into adulthood. 
Sex abuse in our society has 
been shrouded in secrecy 
and shame, making it very 
difficult for victims to report 
it. As children they may be 
threatened and fearful to tell 
anyone. As adults there is 
shame to contend with, along 
with society’s message to let 
go of things that happened in 

the past. 
As a survivor, I can attest 

to the difficulty of facing the 
memories. It took me years 
of self-examination – explor-
ing and battling my own guilt 
and shame – before I could 
face my ordeal. I’m in a pret-
ty good place now, but the 
shattered pieces of my inno-
cence still lie strewn about 
my psyche. 

Occasionally an emotional 
shard cuts at me. Like a sol-
dier reliving the horrors of 
war, many abuse survivors 
suffer post-traumatic stress 
syndrome. I have had horrify-
ing flashbacks.

I was in my early 50s 
before I could publicly 
acknowledge what happened 
to me. I wrote a play about 
it, and that work has helped 
numerous others confront 
their own demons. I am very 
proud of that, but it was not 
an easy thing to do.

According to the 

Government Accountability 
Board, three organizations 
have lobbied against the bill 
– the Wisconsin Catholic 
Conference, Wisconsin Civil 
Justice Council Inc., and 
the Wisconsin Insurance 
Alliance.

The Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee also spoke out 
against the bill, saying that 
it could bankrupt them. But 
that’s a moot point now, 
because the archdiocese has 
already filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection. 

The Orwellian-named 
Wisconsin Civil Justice 
Council is composed of offi-
cers, board members and 
partners representing the 
Wisconsin Manufacturers 
and Commerce, Wisconsin 
Insurance Alliance, Wisconsin 
Petroleum Marketers, 
American Petroleum 
Institute, Pharmaceutical 
Research and Manufacturers 
of America, and others asso-
ciated with big business. Their 
goal is to make it more dif-
ficult for citizens to bring 
actions against corporations. 
If their opposition to the 
Child Victims’ Act is any indi-

cation, it appears they will 
stand against any bill that 
makes it easier for regular 
folks to sue for damages.

The third group lobbying 
against the bill is also a busi-
ness group, the Wisconsin 
Insurance Alliance. When big 
players like these oppose a 
bill, the lawmakers they write 
checks to will vote accord-
ingly. That’s what happened 
two years ago when a similar 
array of moneyed interests 
lobbied against the prior bill.

In order for the bill to 
pass this time around, more 
citizens need to speak up in 
favor of it, either by attending 
the hearing – if and when one 
is scheduled – or by writing 
or calling their legislators. 

Not only will the bill allow 
survivors to sue for damages, 
but it will also let child sex 
abusers know they cannot 
escape by simply hiding long 
enough.

Callen Harty is a freelance 
writer/photographer. He is the 
co-founder of UW-Madison’s 
10% Society and of Proud 
Theater. He was the artistic 
director of Madison’s Broom 
Street Theater.

{ Editorial }

Perhaps Gov. Scott Walker’s rich out-of-state donors should read the local 
news before writing those millions of dollars worth of checks to his recall 
campaign. If it’s political favors they’re after, Walker could have a hard time 
delivering them from a prison cell.

According to recent indictments from the ongoing John Doe probe of 
Walker’s days as Milwaukee County executive, the evidence is getting closer 
to his door. Within 20 feet, in fact. 

Prosecutors have uncovered evidence that Walker’s county staff was 
hard at work on the taxpayer’s dime organizing fundraisers and conducting 
nefarious campaign activities for his 2010 gubernatorial race. To conceal those 
criminal activities, staffers utilized a clandestine network of laptops and wire-
less routers hidden in an armoire 20 feet from Walker’s office.

In 2005, two Senate Democrats and the Republican Assembly Speaker 
were sentenced to prison for similar crimes in what’s known as the “Caucus 
Scandal.” Kelly Rindfleisch, a Walker staffer recently charged with four felony 
counts, was granted immunity in that scandal but apparently learned nothing 
from the experience.

Walker denies knowledge of the illegal activities occurring on his behalf 
down the corridor from his office. But a smoking gun has already been found 
linking Walker to the crime, and prosecutors have demanded a meeting. The 
governor has hired two criminal defense attorneys.

After the story broke about staffer Darlene Wink’s illegal fundraising using 
county equipment on county time, Walker sent an e-mail to his close associ-
ate Tim Russell saying, “We cannot afford another story like this one. No one 
can give them any reason to do another story. That means no laptops, no 
websites, no time away during the work day, etc.”

In that e-mail, which prosecutors released recently, Walker was clearly 
acknowledging the illicit network of laptops and routers as well as the illegal 
campaigning. Wink has plea-bargained her way down to misdemeanor charges 
in exchange for cooperating with prosecutors,

Some years ago, Walker was apparently asked to leave Marquette University 
because of unethical acts he committed during his campaign for student body 
president. The episode left a stain on his academic record that seems to 
have prevented him from applying to another school, forcing him to embark 
on his ambitious political career without the requisite college degree. Like 
Rindfleisch, he might have learned a lesson from his experience. But he 
appears to have made no effort to reform.

If Walker hadn’t handed financial control of a veterans fundraising group 
to Russell, who’d been fired from a previous state job for misusing public 
money, his illegal shadow campaign might never have been exposed. Russell’s 
embezzlement of money from that group sparked the current probe.

In a chat session with Russell that was found by investigators, Wink asked 
how to delete and destroy documents. “How do I get rid of the PDF from my 
IM?” she inquired. “I don’t want to go to jail for this, ha ha.”

Thanks to her plea-bargaining, she probably won’t. But Walker should soon learn 
that performing illegal dirty tricks on the taxpayers’ dime is no laughing matter. 

Probe closing in 
on Walker

{ Feedback }
Taking acTion

I’ve lost count of the times 
I have trekked to Capitol 
Hill in Washington to lobby 
right-wing Republicans 
on the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act and 
now the Safe Schools 
Improvement Act. The polite, 
non-committal responses we 
always receive might discour-
age me if I didn’t have clarity 
around my mission.

Why do I keep lobbying? 
Three reasons come to mind:

1. The Bible says I should 
not only pray for my ene-
mies, but should seek to 
bless them (Matthew 5:44). It 
was my privilege to introduce 
staff members of Sens. Johnny 
Isaakson and Saxby Chambliss 
of Georgia to two beautiful 

representatives of Georgia’s 
transgender and queer com-
munities – Ja’Briel Walthour 
of Hinesville and Trey Ramsey 
of Atlanta. Ja’Briel and Trey 
blessed everyone in the 
room as they courageously 
shared their stories of being 
denied promised promotions 
because of their gender tran-
sition and of having been 
harassed in Georgia schools.

2. The young staff members 
who hear our stories (so their 
bosses won’t have to) are the 
next generation of leaders in 
their party – and they are 
different. Polls show we are 
making significant inroads into 
the hearts and minds of young 
Republicans. I know the future 
can be different for them if 
they are exposed, as I was, to 

new ideas.
3. Ja’Briel and Trey and I 

are empowered and encour-
aged for having told our sto-
ries. It feels good to have 
taken action for justice, even 
if we don’t know what the 
direct outcomes might be. 

When I was executive 
director of Georgia Equality, 
the local LGBT newspaper 
often asked me a ques-
tion: “Since the Georgia 
Legislature is stacked against 
you, and Georgia Equality has 
so little money, and people 
are hesitant to take risks 
for your cause, do you really 
think you have the resources 
you need to be successful?” 
My answer was always the 
same. “No, so we better get 
started.”

“We won!”
– CALIF. LT. GOV. GAVIN NEWSOM, 
tweeting his reaction to the Prop. 8 
ruling on Feb. 7. Newsom kicked off 
California’s gay-marriage debate in 

2004 when, as mayor of San Francisco, 
he ordered the city to issue marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples.

“If you really believe homosexuality is a sin, and 
we’re going to hell, then why the fuss? If you think 
I’m going to hell, then you’ve already won. So just 
shut the hell up and let God take care of it. … You 
leave me alone!”

– OUT COMIC WANDA SYKES offering some 
feedback for gay-obsessed GOP presidential candi-
date Rick Santorum.

“There’s no pity in it. It’s tough, and it’s honest. I 
adored the role the first time I read the script, and 
it changed very little. What was there at the begin-
ning (in the script) was there in the film. There’s a 
sweetness and a hopeful feeling about death and 
this feeling that it’s never too late for your life to be 
fulfilling and to be contributing to society.”

– ACTOR CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER on his Oscar-
nominated role as a gay man who comes out late in 
life in the film “Beginners.”

“I didn’t want his hate in my restaurant. I told 
him he wasn’t welcome here. ... I feel like he’s gone 
from being stupid to being dangerous, and I wanted 
to stand up to him.”

– MARTHA BOGGS, owner of the The Bistro at the 
Bijou restaurant in Knoxville, Tenn. Boggs refused 
service to state Sen. Stacey Campfield over his “Don’t 
Say Gay” bill and his comments on the origin of AIDS.

“Make sure you lip-synch good.”
– SIR ELTON JOHN offering advice to Madonna on 
“Good Morning America” about her halftime show at 
the Super Bowl. 

“One is a practicing polygamist, and he’s not even 
the Mormon.”

– FORMER U.S. SUPREME COURT JUSTICE 
SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR joking about GOP 
presidential candidates Newt Gingrich and Mitt 
Romney, respectively.

“She said, ‘If we just say it’s about investigations, 
we can defund Planned Parenthood and no one can 
blame us for being political.’”

– AN UNNAMED SOURCE FROM SUSAN G. 
KOMEN FOR THE CURE recounting for The 
Huffington Post the words of Karen Handel, the 
group’s right-wing president for public policy until she 
resigned Feb. 7.

“Funny that JCPenney thinks hiring an open 
homosexual spokesperson will help their busi-
ness when most of its customers are traditional 
families.”

– THE ANTI-GAY ORGANIzATION ONE MILLION 
MOMS responding to JCPenney’s deci-
sion to hire Ellen DeGeneres as 
spokesperson. 

Thirty years ago, on Feb. 
25, 1982, Republican Gov. Lee 
Dreyfus signed the first state-
wide bill in the United States 
to prohibit discrimination 
based on sexual orientation 
in employment, housing and 
public accommodations.

We Badgers take pride 
in being the “first gay rights 
state.“ The saga of how we 
won passage of the civil 
rights measure and how our 
GOP governor did not hesi-
tate to sign it is an important 
and happy history lesson.

As early as 1970, state 
Rep. Lloyd Barbee of 
Milwaukee introduced a bill 
to de-criminalize “victimless” 
crimes such as prostitution, 
marijuana and homosexual-
ity. Attacked as the “garbage” 
bill, it went nowhere.  An 
omnibus sex law reform bill 
proposed by the attorney 
general died in committee 
in 1975.

In 1977, state Rep. David 
Clarenbach sponsored a bill 
to decriminalize sexual con-
duct between consenting 
adults, which was aimed at 
overturning the state’s sod-

omy and fornication statutes. 
It hit a brick wall initially but 
gained votes in subsequent 
sessions. Support grew in 
the context of the increas-
ingly public gay activism of 
the period, including Harvey 
Milk and the first March on 
Washington for Gay Rights. 
The argument that govern-
ment had no right legislating 
what people did in the pri-
vacy of their homes gained 
traction.

Short of votes for pas-
sage of the consenting adults 
bill, Clarenbach and others 
turned their focus on a bill 
banning job and housing dis-
crimination based on sexual 
orientation. The idea was that 
a broader civil rights measure 
was likely to gain more sup-
port than a bill focused on 
sexual behavior. 

Concerted public educa-
tion and lobbying and critical 
endorsements of the legis-

lation by religious denomi-
nations (a years-long strat-
egy led by Milwaukee activist 
Leon Rouse) won the day. 
The Assembly passed the civil 
rights bill in October 1981 
and the Senate in mid-Febru-
ary 1982.

Dreyfus came under 
heavy pressure from anti-gay 
zealots and many GOP col-
leagues to veto the bill. For 
reasons of principle and to 
get on with the business of 
government, this proud son 
of a suffragette and former 
chancellor of UW-Stevens 
Point signed the bill.

“Frankly, it wasn’t a coura-
geous decision at all,” Dreyfus 
told me in an interview for 
Wisconsin IN Step in 2003. 
“It was just simply the right 
thing to do.”

Dreyfus said he told fel-
low Republicans: “You ought 
to take a firm stand that no 
government or employer or 
any individual has the right to 
ask anyone that (about their 
sexual orientation). I have 
some very strong notions 
about how far the govern-
ment ought to be intruding 

into our lives, and that’s fun-
damental Republicanism.”

I asked if he knew many 
gay people at the time he 
signed the bill, and he laughed 
in astonishment: “Of course. 
I’d been a university presi-
dent!”

Then he shared a story 
about how, at the time of 
Pearl Harbor, he hated the 
Japanese. But at the end of 
the war, when his duty in 
the Navy involved escort-
ing Japanese back to their 
homeland from China, he 
got to know some of them 
and realized, “This person’s 
like I am.”

“Once you have that expe-
rience and start brushing with 
other people, that changes all 
the rules,” Dreyfus said. “The 
less parochial you are, the 
better you have a sense of 
tolerance.” 

From his avid promotion of 
overseas exchange programs 
at the UW-Stevens Point to 
his vocal support of marriage 
equality for same sex couples 
in the years before his death, 
Gov. Dreyfus really walked 
the walk.  What a guy!
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C O R R E C T I O N
In our Jan. 26 issue, WiG stated that Fair Wisconsin’s PAC had endorsed state Rep. 

Mark Pocan, state Rep. Kelda Helen Roys and Dane County Treasurer Dave Worzala 
in the state’s 2nd Congressional District. But the PAC has endorsed only state 
Rep. Mark Pocan for the congressional seat. The story should have said that all 

three candidates received a 100 percent score on FW’s candidate questionnaire 
for the race, but only Pocan has been endorsed by the PAC.
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by Planned Parenthood Federation of America in 2010:
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by Todd ackerman
AP writer

Leading Texas veterinarians 
are mobilizing to enlist pets 
in the testing of experimental 
cancer therapies, a potential 
benefi t to not just dogs and 
cats – but also people.

The veterinarians recently 
set up a registry they hope 
will connect pet owners and 
cancer researchers and show 
that diseased pets – dogs in 
particular – are better pre-
dictors of the effi cacy of new 
cancer drugs and devices in 
people than mice, oncolo-
gists’ favorite test subject 
historically.

“Dogs may be man’s 
best friend in more ways 
than one,” said Dr. Theresa 
Fossum, a Texas A&M pro-
fessor of veterinary surgery 
and founder of the Texas 
Veterinary Cancer Registry. 
“Because they suffer from 
cancers that are nearly iden-
tical to those in humans, but 

quicker to run their course, 
they can speed up and make 
more reliable the process of 
determining whether a ther-
apy will work.”

Veterinarians are just 
starting to get the ear of 
cancer researchers, who 
don’t refl exively think of 
naturally occurring disease 
models that go home with 
their owner, Fossum said. 
The Cancer Prevention and 
Research Institute of Texas 
recently rejected a grant 
application because “housing 
the dogs would be so expen-
sive,” Fossum said. The appli-
cation will be resubmitted 
to specify that the treated 
pets would remain with their 
owners.

Texas veterinary oncolo-
gists are hoping the registry 
can help change attitudes by 
providing a database of dogs 
and cats diagnosed with can-
cer that could be candidates 
for clinical research. The reg-

istry identifi ed its fi rst patient 
in November, an 8-year-old 
Great Pyrenees with bone 
cancer.

Instead of the standard 
treatment, amputation, 
Rowdy got an experimental 
procedure: radiation inject-
ed into 22 tiny holes drilled 
directly into the bone cancer. 
Two months later, Rowdy’s 
owner reports he is run-
ning around symptom-free, 
though Fossum stresses the 
six-month check-up will be 
the big test.

The procedure’s success 
in a dog trial would bode 
well for people with the dis-
ease – particularly children. 
Osteosarcoma, Rowdy’s can-
cer, is the sixth most com-
mon form of childhood can-
cer. One in three diagnosed 
with the disease die from it.

The idea of using animals’ 
naturally developing cancers 
as models for human disease 
goes back a decade but has 

never taken off.
“It’s a great concept, but 

the problem has always 
been the lack of infrastruc-
tures pairing researchers 
and patients,” said Dr. Peggy 
Tinkey, chair of veterinary 
medicine and surgery at 
the University of Texas M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center.

That’s where the new 
cancer registry comes in. 
Owners of dogs and cats 
diagnosed with the disease 
are being asked to register 
their pet at http://texasvet-
cancerregistry.com/, already 
up and running though the 
offi cial launch isn’t scheduled 
until this spring. Registry staff 
will contact the pet’s vet 
for more information, then 
look for potential research 
matches.

There should be no short-
age of candidates. There are 
77.5 million owned dogs in 
the United States and a fourth 
will develop cancer – includ-

ing those in the bone, breast, 
pancreas, liver, prostate, lung 
and skin. Veterinarians report 
that owners increasingly 
want to treat them, at around 
$5,000, but the options can 
be limited.

The technology used in 
Rowdy’s case was pioneered 
at a Houston company, Valco 
Instruments, which makes 
very small, precise instru-
ments used in laboratories. 
After his dog was diagnosed 

with bone cancer, the com-
pany’s president developed a 
drill that can open holes the 
size of human hairs to deliver 
radioactive isotopes that pin-
point the tumor and don’t 
damage surrounding tissue.

“It sounded perfect,” said 
Rowdy’s owner, Kate Cordts, 
a librarian in San Antonio. 
“Rowdy’s such an active, happy-
go-lucky dog – I just didn’t have 
the heart for amputation.”
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For all their benefi ts, pets 
won’t ever replace lab mice 
as cancer test models. For 
one thing, mice are perfect 
specimens for engineering 
genetic impairments and 
studying precisely targeted 
genes or pathways suspected 
to be involved in a disease. 
For another, they’re better 

for establishing initial safety, 
necessary before experi-
menting in pets.

Still, Fossum thinks pets 
can play an important role. 
She notes that one reason 
it costs $1.2 billion, probably 
more, to get a new drug on 
the market is that most fail 
in clinical trials. Mice simply 
aren’t good disease predic-

tors, she said, not like dogs 
and cats, which live with peo-
ple, have intact immune sys-
tems and probably develop 
cancer for the same reasons.

The pet cancer registry is 
just the beginning. Fossum 
has plans, once she gets 
grant money, to launch pet 
registries for heart and kid-
ney disease too.
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Continued on next page

W i S con S i n ga Z E TT E . co m   |   F e b r u a r y  9 , 2 0 1 216             W i S con S i n ga Z E TT E . co m   |   F e b r u a r y  9 , 2 0 1 2 17             



Gruber Law Offices, LLC
Over 25 years experience handling 
accident and personal injury cases

“One Call .. . That’s All”
414 -276-6666 

We’ll Come to You ATTORNEY DAVID E. GRUBER

www.gruber-law.com

state Legislature lacked the 
authority to enact the photo 
ID law. They argue that the 
law creates an entire class of 
people and then denies them 
an essential right.

The Milwaukee NAACP, 
along with the immigrant 
rights group Voces de la 
Frontera, also is challenging 
the law that Hall has said “dis-
enfranchises scores of thou-
sands of qualifi ed African-
American voters. About half 
of all African-Americans in 
Milwaukee currently lack a 

driver’s license. This new law 
is tantamount to a denial of 
the right to vote for many.”

Christine Neumann-Ortiz 
of Voces de la Frontera said, 
“The Wisconsin Constitution 
guarantees all citizens and 
Wisconsin residents the right 
to vote and we intend to jeal-
ously protect that right.”

Frank’s passion for protect-
ing that right has made her an 
ACLU plaintiff at the age of 84.

She was born in her home 
in Brokaw in 1927 – just 
seven years after women 
secured voting rights – and 

her mother recorded the 
birth in the family Bible. The 
Wisconsin Register of Deeds 
has a record of the birth and 
can provide a certifi cate, but 
the record contains a mis-
spelling of her maiden name. 
Before Frank can obtain an 
ID from the DMV, she needs 
to go through the process of 
correcting her birth record, a 
$200 expense.

“I should not suddenly 
be barred from voting just 
because I don’t believe in pay-
ing for identifi cation in order 
to vote,” said Frank. “That’s 
like a poll tax and sends this 
country back decades ago 
when it comes to civil rights.”

Barbara Oden is another 
ACLU plaintiff. She’s 57, a res-
ident of Milwaukee and lacks 
the documents – a Social 
Security card and birth certif-
icate – needed to obtain the 
photo ID required to vote. 
Oden’s in something of a 
catch 22 – when she applied 
for a Social Security card, she 
was turned away because she 
lacked a photo ID.

Carl Ellis, 52, is another 
of the 17 plaintiffs in the 
Wisconsin suit. He resides 
in a homeless shelter for 
military veterans. He has a 
veterans photo ID card, but 

that isn’t acceptable under 
the new law. To obtain a 
Wisconsin ID, the home-
less veteran with no income 
needs to buy a copy of his 
birth certifi cate from the 
state of Illinois. He described 
the law as “un-American.”

Civil rights attorney 
Heather Johnson of National 
Law Center on Homelessness 
& Poverty, a partner in the 
ACLU suit, said the new law 
silences homeless people.

“With homelessness rising 
by 12 percent in Wisconsin 
since the recession began, we 
cannot allow the state to set 
this dangerous and unconscio-
nable precedent,” she said.

The Walker administra-
tion has until mid-February 
to respond to the ACLU 
complaint, and it is uncertain 
whether an injunction will be 
issued to block implementa-
tion of the law until the case 
is decided.

There also is the chance 
the U.S. Justice Department 
will intervene, as request-
ed by a coalition of 22 
Wisconsin legislators led by 
Brett Hulsey, D-Madison. 

“It is a sad day for 
Wisconsin when we have to 
ask for federal help to pro-
tect our citizens’ right to 

vote just like civil rights lead-
ers like Dr. King had to do 
in the 1960s,” Hulsey said in 
a Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
statement, adding, “Welcome 
to Gov. Walker’s Wississippi.”

In the meantime, said 
Harbaugh, “we are still hear-
ing from members of the 
public who are facing barri-
ers to obtaining a photo ID 
to vote or who are paying 
money to obtain the docu-

ments required to get an ID 
to vote. Some schools are 
creating compliant IDs, but 
other students – such as 
technical college students – 
may not have an ID to vote.”

And for the Feb. 21 prima-
ry, the ACLU of Wisconsin, 
Election Protection Coalition, 
NAACP, League of Women 
Voters and other organiza-
tions will be monitoring for 
complaints.

‘There has never been a conviction for voter fraud in Wisconsin’
60 years, suggested signifi cant 
success in that effort. A wave 
of young voters went to the 
polls and results showed the 
most racially diverse turnout 
in U.S. history.

block ThE VoTE
But with the rise of the Tea 

Party movement after that 
election, conservative state 
legislators moved to restrict 
voter access with reduced 
early voting periods, restric-
tions on registration drives 
and, most commonly, new 
requirements for photo IDs.

Fourteen states enact-
ed voter suppression bills 
after the 2010 elections. 
The American Legislative 
Exchange Council, which gets 
funding from Wisconsin’s 
political barons, the Koch 
brothers, provided templates.

“The 47-year-old Voting 
Rights Act has stood the 
test of time, but there are 
new obstacles to the bal-
lot springing up in today’s 
America,” said Democratic 
National Committee vice 
chair Donna Brazile.

“The latest vogue in anti-
suffrage legislation is mandato-

ry photo ID laws,” she added.
Defenders of the new laws, 

citing arguments largely from 
ALEC, maintain the restric-
tions are needed to combat 
voter fraud.

Detractors, noting the 
measures were pushed in 
states that were highly com-
petitive in 2008, say there 
clearly is a GOP effort to 
keep young people, minori-
ties and the poor – tradi-
tionally Democratic voters 
– from casting ballots. 

“There has never been a 
single prosecution or convic-
tion of a Wisconsin voter 
misrepresenting his or her 
identity at the polls,” said 
Milwaukee NAACP president 
James Hall. “This law is noth-
ing but vote suppression of 
minority voters.”

A study by the Brennan 
Center for Justice found that 
15 percent of low-income 
voting-age citizens, 18 per-
cent of young eligible vot-
ers and 25 percent of black 
eligible voters do not have 
current photo IDs.

Separate studies show 
transgender citizens are less 
likely than the general public 
to have current photo IDs. The 

new laws, said Rea Carey of 
the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force, have “a devastating 
effect on the ability of trans-
gender people to vote.”

She added, in her recent 
State of the Movement 
address at a major activist 
conference, “If we do not 
protect the right to vote, we 
will not win on immigration, 
we will not win on non-dis-
crimination, we will not pro-
tect affi rmative action and 
we will not win on marriage.”

dEfEnd ThE VoTE
In defense of voting rights, 

activists recently lobbied at 
capitols in Florida and Texas, 
rocked the vote at a concert 
in Arizona and marched in 
Alabama, Georgia and South 
Carolina, as they marched 50 
years ago.

“We have seen the great-
est attack on voting rights 
since segregation,” said 
NAACP president Benjamin 
Todd Jealous, who attended 
a massive Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day rally in Columbia.

U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder, the keynote speaker 
at the event, said, “The right 
to vote is not only the cor-

nerstone of our governance, 
it is the lifeblood of our 
democracy. And no force has 
proved more powerful, or 
more integral to the suc-
cess of the great American 
experiment than efforts to 
expand the franchise. Let me 
be very, very clear – the arc 
of American history has bent 
toward the inclusion, not the 
exclusion, of more of our fel-
low citizens in the electoral 
process. We must ensure that 
this continues.”

Legal challenges to the new 
voter laws are being fought 
in Alabama, Arizona, Florida, 
Georgia, Kansas, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas and Wisconsin.

“Wisconsin’s photo ID 
law is the most restrictive 
in the country,” said Stacy 
Harbaugh of the ACLU of 
Wisconsin. “In other states, 
a wider variety of identifi ca-
tion is accepted. Other states 
also accept a signed affi davit 
from voters who don’t have 
an ID. In these states, people 
who have concerns with the 
security of their ballot have 
the freedom to show their 
ID and confi rm their identity 
to the poll worker. However, 

no one is not allowed to vote 
for not having ID.”

In its 54-page Wisconsin 
complaint, the ACLU argues 
that allowing only certain 
types of photo ID imposes 
a severe burden on the right 
to vote in violation of the 
Equal Protection Clause of 
the 14th Amendment. The 
complaint also claims the 
law violates the 24th and 
14th amendments because it 
effectively imposes an uncon-
stitutional poll tax.

The law, signed by 
Republican Gov. Scott Walker 
last May, takes effect with the 
Feb. 21 primary.

ACLU of Wisconsin 
legal director Larry Dupuis 
has cautioned “countless 
Wisconsin residents” – veter-
ans, minorities, seniors, young 
people – may be turned away 
for lack of acceptable IDs. 

Concern compelled the 
League of Women Voters 
of Wisconsin Education 
Network to sue, alleging the 

SuPPRESSion from 1

P H OTO S : C O U RT E S Y  A M E R I C A N  C I V I L  L I B E RT I E S  U N I O N

aclu plaintiff Ruthelle frank.
P H OTO S : C O U RT E S Y  A M E R I C A N  C I V I L  L I B E RT I E S  U N I O N

aclu plaintiff carl Ellis.

id chEck…
IDs accepted at Wisconsin polling places:
• Wisconsin DOT-issued driver license, even if driving 

privileges are revoked or suspended.
• Wisconsin DOT-issued identifi cation card.
• Military ID card issued by a U.S. uniformed service.
• U.S. passport.
• Certifi cate of naturalization issued not earlier than 

two years before the date of an election at which it is 
presented.

• Driving receipt issued by Wisconsin DOT (valid for 
45 days).

• Identifi cation card receipt issued by Wisconsin DOT 
(valid for 45 days).

• Identifi cation card issued by a federally recognized 
Indian tribe in Wisconsin.

• Identifi cation card issued by a Wisconsin accredited 
university or college that contains date of issuance, sig-
nature of student and an expiration date no later than 
two years after date of issuance. The ID must be accom-
panied by a separate document that proves enrollment.

Source: bringit.wisconsin.gov
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of Planned Parenthood 
Advocates of Wisconsin dis-
missed the Stearns investiga-
tion as “politically motivated 
… the latest effort by some 
extreme Republican lead-
ers to undermine Planned 
Parenthood and restrict 
women’s access to essential 
preventative health care, like 
cancer screenings and con-
traceptive services.”

Wilson said Planned 
Parenthood routinely works 
with government regulators 
and independent auditors to 
ensure compliance with all 
rules and regulations regard-
ing funding.

ThE REacTion
Within 24 hours of Komen’s 

defunding announcement, the 
organization’s Facebook page 
contained more than 10,000 
comments, most of them 
from people denouncing 
Komen for putting politics 
over health care. 

“I’m seeing red, not pink 
these days. I’ve walked for 
the Cure for years, but the 
next cancer event I do will 
be the Relay for Life,” Pauline 
Herrick of Madison wrote, 
referring to the American 
Cancer Society’s signature 
event.

The fallout brought more 
than a torrent of angry words: 
Komen affi liates appealed 
to their headquarters to 
reverse the decision. A coali-
tion of 26 U.S. Senators 
urged reconsideration. The 

American Association of 
University Women called off 
its Komen for the Cure race. 
Pro-Planned Parenthood 
demonstrators gathered 
near Komen headquarters 
in Dallas on Feb. 1 and Feb. 
2, circulated online peti-
tions and rallied across the 
country to raise hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to 
help Planned Parenthood fi ll 
any funding gap. New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
offered up to $250,000 in a 
matching-grant pledge.

Komen grants – nearly 
$700,000 in 2011 – paid for 
about 4.3 percent of the 4 
million breast exams and 9 
percent of the 70,000 mam-
mogram referrals provided at 
Planned Parenthood clinics in 
the past fi ve years.

“Women are deep-
ly alarmed that the Susan 
G. Komen for the Cure 
Foundation appears to have 
succumbed to political pres-
sure from a vocal minor-
ity,” Tanya Atkinson, execu-
tive director of Planned 
Parenthood Advocates of 
Wisconsin, said the day after 
the announcement. “For 
years, opponents of wom-
en’s health have waged an 
aggressive pressure campaign 
aimed at the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation at the expense of 
women’s health and lives.”

PPAW, a health care pro-
vider to 67,250 women, is 
not a recent Komen grant 
partner, but it received fund-
ing in the past. However, 

the Wisconsin group has 
become a target of right-
wing politicking. Republican 
Gov. Scott Walker in 2011 
eliminated funding for breast 
and cervical cancer screen-
ings and birth control ser-

vices at Planned Parenthood 
and terminated a contract 
with PPAW to coordinate 
cancer screenings and refer-
rals in the Fox Valley earlier 
this year.

Atkinson said, “We will 
continue, despite these 
political attacks, to serve 
the women and families 
in Wisconsin who rely on 
Planned Parenthood of 
Wisconsin for access to 
quality affordable health care 
and accurate, non-judgmental 
information.”

Many critics of Komen 
focused last week on the 
role of anti-abortion advo-
cate Handel, who went to 
work for the charity last 
April as senior vice president 
of public policy.

In an article on The 
Atlantic website, three 
unnamed sources alleged the 
Komen board deliberately 
created the new policy to 
provide an excuse to termi-
nate the Planned Parenthood 
partnership.

Those sources also said 
the funding cut was driven by 
Handel, whose Twitter profi le 
reads, “Lifelong Conservative 

Republican formerly 
Georgia’s fi rst Republican 
Secretary of State.”

As a 2010 gubernatorial 
candidate in Georgia, she 
won the endorsement of for-
mer VP candidate Sarah Palin, 
presidential candidate and 
former Massachusetts Gov. 
Mitt Romney and Arizona 
Gov. Jan Brewer. Handel was 
one of Palin’s “Mama Grizzly” 
candidates, but she lost her 
primary runoff with Nathan 
Deal, who went on to win 
the offi ce.

Handel campaigned as 
an anti-abortion candidate, 
pledging in a Web post, “I 
do not support the mission 
of Planned Parenthood. ... In 
fact, state and federal law 
prohibits the use of taxpayer 
funds for abortions or abor-
tion-related services, and I 
strongly support those laws. 
Since grants like these are 
from the state I’ll eliminate 
them as your next governor.”

Handel, last week, was not 
accessible to the press. But the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
reported that a Tweet from 
her account said, “Just like a 
pro-abortion group to turn 

a cancer org’s decision into a 
political bomb to throw. Cry 
me a freaking river.”

Handel became an instant 
martyr on the religious 
right. Bryan Fischer of the 
American Family Association, 
a designated hate group,  
hailed her as a hero for 
“standing in the gap” against 
“the enemy.”

Critics of Komen also 
focused on CEO and founder 
Nancy G. Brinker, an ambas-
sador to Hungary and chief 
of protocol of the United 
States for George W. Bush.

Two years ago, Brinker 
received the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom from 
Democrat Barack Obama, 
but her political ties are 
clearly to the GOP. Her 
federal political contribu-
tions include Rick Santorum, 
Bill Frist, John McCain, Mel 
Martinez, Arlen Specter, Clay 
Shaw, Kay Bailey Hutchison, 
Pete Sessions, the Republican 
National Committee, 
Republican Leadership 
Council and the presidential 
exploratory committee of 
Elizabeth Dole.

‘i’ve walked for the cure for years. i’m seeing red, not pink these days.’
komEn from 1

damagE 
conTRol

Komen’s fi rst effort at 
containing damages was a 
Web video featuring Brinker 
titled “Setting the Record 
Straight.”

Brinker said the new grant 
policy was mischaracterized 
and that Komen was seek-
ing to streamline its grant 
program, seeking to directly 
fund centers that provide 
mammograms rather than 
referrals.

Komen would never bow 
to political pressure, Brinker 
vowed.

But Komen could not sup-
press the protests.

Pledges continued to 
Planned Parenthood – the 
organization raised a report-
ed $3 million in three days 
last week. Activists were 
organizing demonstrations 
and the social media missiles 
continued.

Early Feb. 3, the Komen 
board issued a statement: 
“We want to apologize to 
the American public for 
recent decisions that cast 
doubt upon our commit-
ment to our mission of saving 
women’s lives. The events of 
this week have been deeply 
unsettling for our support-

ers, partners and friends, and 
all of us at Susan G. Komen.”

Komen clarifi ed that grants 
can be withheld from organi-
zations under investigation, 
but such investigations “must 
be criminal and conclusive in 
nature and not political.”

Planned Parenthood and 
its supporters cheered the 
news.

Abortion foes said Komen 
caved. Evangelist Bill Keller 
warned of “the wrath and 
punishment of God unleashed 
on this wicked nation at any 
moment.”

And Handel resigned. She 
wrote to Brinker on Feb. 7, 
“I am deeply disappointed 
by the gross mischaracter-
izations of the strategy, its 

rationale, and my involve-
ment in it. I openly acknowl-
edge my role in the matter 
and continue to believe our 
decision was the best one 
for Komen’s future and the 
women we serve. However, 
the decision to update our 
granting model was made 
before I joined Komen, and 
the controversy related to 
Planned Parenthood has long 
been a concern to the orga-
nization. Neither the decision 
nor the changes themselves 
were based on anyone’s 
political beliefs or ideology.”

fuTuRE funding
Yet questions about 

Komen continue: How 
secure is Planned Parent-

hood funding? And did 
Komen, despite deni-
als, initially attempt to 
appease its anti-choice 
executive and the right?

Close readers of Komen’s 
Feb. 3 statement say the 
organization’s plan for 
Planned Parenthood is an 
open question.

And another Komen pol-
icy statement in line with 
anti-abortion organizations 
suggests a right tilt and poli-
tics trumping breast-cancer 
research.

In a decision last 
November that received far 
less attention, the organiza-
tion issued a position on 
stem cell research: “Susan 
G. Komen for the Cure has 
never funded human embry-
onic stem cell research nor 
does Komen currently fund 
H-ESCR. Komen supports 
research on the isolation, 
derivation, production and 
testing of stem cells that are 
capable of producing all or 
almost all of the cell types 
of the developing body and 
may result in improved 
understanding of or treat-
ments for breast cancer, but 
are derived without creating 
a human embryo or destroy-
ing a human embryo.”

S C R E E N  S H OT  F RO M  W W 5 . KO M E N . O R G

Susan g. komen for the cure cEo and founder nancy g. brinker offers 
some “straight talk” about the Planned Parenthood funding decision in a 
video on the organization’s website.

P H OTO : C O U RT E S Y

Planned Parenthood supporters gather for a lobby day in Tallahassee, fla. in addition to the fi ght 
over the Susan g. komen grant funding, the organization and its supporters have battled at federal 
and state levels against funding cuts. 

P H OTO : C O U RT E S Y

Susan g. komen for the cure’s now ex-vice pres-
ident karen handel, an anti-choice opponent 
who ran for governor in georgia in 2010. amid 
the furor over komen’s decision to cease fund-
ing for cancer screenings at Planned Parenthood, 
handel tweeted, “Just like a pro-abortion group 
to turn a cancer org’s decision into a political 
bomb to throw. cry me a freaking river.”

Komen clarifi ed that 
grants can be withheld 
from organizations under 
investigation, but such 
investigations “must be 
criminal and conclusive in 
nature and not political.”

Continued on next page

W i S con S i n ga Z E TT E . co m   |   F e b r u a r y  9 , 2 0 1 220             W i S con S i n ga Z E TT E . co m   |   F e b r u a r y  9 , 2 0 1 2 21             



by gregg Shapiro
Staff writer

Chris Willis, an out electronic music 
artist with roots in the gospel music 
scene, fi rst came to prominence on 
the dance charts as the voice of David 
Guetta hits such as “Getting’ Over,” 
“Love Is Gone,” “Love Don’t Let Me 
Go” and “Stay,” among others. With 
his solo debut “Premium/Songs from 
the Love Ship, Volume 1,” Willis comes 
to the fore. Primarily a dance disc, the 
album also shows Willis has the ability 
to branch out in pop and rock direc-
tions without losing credibility. I spoke 
with Chris earlier this year.

Gregg Shapiro: how did you 
come up with the title of 
your new full-length disc 
“Premium/Songs from the 
love Ship, Volume 1”?

Chris Willis: If you remember 
Alanis Morissette’s “Jagged Little Pill,” 
that’s a line she took from one of 
her songs. I wanted to fi nd a catchy 
phrase like that to attach to my title. 
“Premium” comes from the line in my 
song “Louder” that says “take another 
sip of the premium,” which, in my 
mind, infuses something really refi ned, 
top-of-the-line and something supe-
rior, elegant. “The Love Ship” typifi es 
a reference to the Titanic. As morbid 
as that might sound; it wasn’t my 
intention to be morbid. You fi nd buried 
treasure in a ship, under water, classic, 
incredible, beautiful music that might 
never have seen the light of day if not 
for putting them on this collection. 
That convoluted explanation is where 
“Premium/Songs from the Love Ship,” 
volumes one, two and three have 
come from.

including the four remixes, 
a majority of the tracks are in 
the dance music genre, simi-
lar to your early work with 
david guetta. What role has 
the grammy-winning produc-
er and dJ played in your music 
career? 

David Guetta, I love so much. He 
played an enormous role in the infl u-
ence not only of the work I do now, 
but the work I plan to release in the 
future. Until meeting David, I was 
heavily involved in gospel music. I 
had recorded several albums and had 
backed up just about every artist that 
came out of Nashville. At the time that 
I met David, I was in the process of 
shifting and going in a new direction 
in my career. Needless to say, meeting 
David was a major change, a major 
revival of just about everything that 

Chris Willis is about, plus more. Before 
that I was mostly known in America. 
And it shined an incredible light on my 
vocal ability, melody writing and song-
writing ability such as never before. To 
this day, I still continue to participate 
in and am involved in the electronic 
music genre and have witnessed an 
incredible evolution for other artists 
– Usher, Nicki Minaj, Kelly Rowland 
– and it continues to be a part of my 
musical and creative evolution.

“faded” is what i would 
describe as a hardcore break-up 
song. have you ever had a rela-
tionship that drove you to such 
extremes or was it based on 
what you’d heard from others?

This song was really fun to write. It 
was written with Kimberly Cole and 
Jean-Yves (Ducornet), a writing team 
in L.A. We stumbled across the con-
cept for “Faded” and built the story 
around it. I’m in the clubs so much and 
so much of what we do in electronic 
music is designed for the party, the 
after-party. The lifestyle of clubbers 
and commitment to the club scene is 
rife with break-up, make-up and love 
stories. This is just an homage to that 
sort of story. I hope that I never have 
to feel that feeling of drinking my pain 
away. I think I’ve come close a time or 
two. I hope this song will connect with 
the fans and listeners. 

of all the songs to cover, 
why did you choose to record a 
version of “Stand by me”?

Nicola Fasano invented this concept 
and they had this reinvented track of 
“Stand By Me.” I happily collaborated 
with them on the song. It’s always been 
one of my favorites. I grew up on music 
from ’50s, ’60s and ’70s. To include this 
updated, new-and-improved “Stand By 
Me” was a wink to my parents and 
their peers and all the music lovers 
who love classic music. 

i think your pop side comes 
to the surface on “be There.” 
What was the inspiration for 
that song?

Thank you. My inspiration for that 
song was Fergie’s “Big Girls Don’t 
Cry.” I was lucky enough to see her 
perform in Atlanta. The contrast 
between everything she’d been doing 
with the Black Eyed Peas, and then 
she came out with this mellow pop 
ballad. I wanted a moment like that. I 
wrote this song, pitching it to another 
artist. But my management thought it 
was a good song for me and we kept 
it (laughs). 

WiGOUT!
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by michael muckian
Contributing writer

Milwaukee’s Florentine 
Opera wants to capitalize on 
love, specifi cally the kind asso-
ciated with St. Valentine’s Day. 
With the production “Isn’t it 
Romantic?,” Florentine direc-
tor William Florescu hopes to 
seize the Feb. 14 holiday by 
its chocolates with the fi rst 
of what he hopes becomes an 
annual musical ode to romance.

The production is billed as 
a celebration of love songs 
“from Vienna to Broadway.” It’s 
designed as a light  Valentine 
confection that shines the 
spotlight on the company’s 
studio artists in the intimate 
confi nes of Marcus Center for 
the Performing Arts’ Vogel Hall 
on Feb. 10-12.

“One could argue that most 
operas have love as part of 
their theme,” says Florescu, 
who is directing the perfor-
mance. “We want to take hold 

of this holiday in the same 
way that ‘Nutcracker’ and 
‘Christmas Carol’ have taken 
hold of Christmas.”

The performances feature 
the works of everyone from 
Franz Lehar, famed for his 
early 20th-century operettas, 
to the great songwriting teams 
of Broadway. Love is the cen-
tral theme of the evening, of 
course, but other consider-
ations went into choosing the 
material, Florescu says.

“We certainly considered 
the specifi c voices in our pro-
gram, as well as making sure 
to give the audience a wide 
stylistic and thematic palette,” 
he says. “But at the end of the 
day I chose the music that I 
love, and I hope the audience 
will love it, too.”

Lehar’s “The Merry Widow 
Waltz” was a logical choice, 
Florescu says. But so were 
Rogers & Hammerstein’s “If I 
Loved You” from “Carousel,” 

Lerner & Loewe’s “If Ever I 
Would Leave You” from 
“Camelot” and, of course, 
Rodgers & Hart’s “My Funny 
Valentine” from “Babes in 
Toyland.”

“We certainly have included 
songs strong in the ‘ahh’ factor, 
but I think the real gems may be 
“I’ll See You Again” from Noël 
Coward’s “Bittersweet” and 
“Meine Lippen” from Lehar’s 
‘Giuditta,’” he says. “I think the 
audience will love those.”

Some of the singers are 
familiar to Florentine Opera 
fans. Soprano Erica Schuller, 
mezzo-soprano Kristen 
DiNinno, tenor Matthew 
Richardson and bass-baritone 
Dan Richardson sing in vari-
ous combinations, accompa-
nied by pianist Eileen Huston. 
Schuller and Richardson are 
both in their second sea-
sons of the Florentine Opera 
Studio Artists program, while 
Richardson is in his fi rst season. 

DiNinno was most recently a 
Gerdine Young Artist with The 
Opera Theater of St. Louis. 

The Florentine, which had 
success in November with 
“Golden Days,’ a similar musi-
cal revue, would like to make 
the Valentine’s Day program 
an annual event. Florescu says 
there are many more songs to 
explore in the future, including 
many in the Great American 
Songbook.

“There is such a wide vari-
ety of available material, that 
in certain years we may have 
a different focus,” he says. 
“There are composers fea-
tured this year like Jerome 
Kern, who fi ts both the musi-
cal theater and songbook tag, 
but we really wanted a pro-
gram that satisfi ed the audi-
ence whether they are deeply 
steeped in this repertoire or 
are just fi rst-timers.”

A dash of chocolate 
wouldn’t hurt either.

by michael muckian
Contributing writer

In addition to being one of 
the most infl uential writers 
in history, Jane Austen was an 
accomplished pianist, albeit at 
an amateur level. She is said 
to have practiced her piano-
forte every day, usually an hour 
before her household awoke 
for breakfast. She hoped no one 
would hear her then.

Two performers from the 
Peninsula Music Festival cham-
ber music series are taking 
some of Austen’s musical favor-
ites to prime time this month. 
“The Music of Jane Austen,” 
presented at 7 p.m. on Feb. 17, 
introduces Door County listen-
ers to the music most beloved 
by the famous author. The pre-
sentation also features anec-
dotes about the more tuneful 
side of Austen’s life.

PMF associate conductor 
Stephen Alltop and soprano/
violinist Josefi en Stoppelenburg 
are presenting the concert 
at Ephraim Moravian Church, 
located in the Door County 
community of the same name. 
The concert was timed to help 
celebrate the 200th anniversary 
in 2011 of the publication of 

“Sense and Sensibility.”
“The Jane Austen Society of 

America contacted me to ask if 
I would do a musical presenta-
tion for their annual meeting 
this past June,” says Alltop, who 
has worked with the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra and 
serves on the conducting facul-
ty at Northwestern University. 
“I had previously done concerts 
based on Shakespeare, but after 
some research I found there 
was a great deal of material 
from which to formulate a Jane 
Austen program.”

What Alltop uncovered were 
some obvious and not-so-obvi-
ous choices for a woman who 
had grown up in the 18th cen-
tury. Given her amateur sta-
tus, it’s not surprising that the 
compositions occupied various 
levels of diffi culty but tended to 
the simpler, more colorful side.

“Jane Austen had studied 
piano during the 1790s, so 
most of the music she played 
comes from that time and a bit 
before,” says the Netherlands-
born Stoppelenburg. “Some of 
the names that appear most 
often in her six bound volumes 
of music are Schobart, Storace 
and Pleyel, names not really 

known today.”
One of Austen’s great favor-

ites was Charles Dibdin, a highly 
prolifi c composer often referred 
to as “the British Schubert,” 
according to Alltop. “Jane had 
two brothers in the navy and 
Dibdin wrote many a song 
based on the lives of sailors and 
those they left behind,” he says.

George Frideric Handel also 
was on Austen’s playlist, while 
Carl Maria von Weber and 
Ludwig van Beethoven were not, 
an oversight Alltop attributes to 
the lack of circulation of the two 
composers’ music among ama-
teur musicians at the time.

Music by Ignaz Pleyel appears 
on the Feb. 17 program, along 
with that of Muzio Clementi. 
Historical narrative is inter-
spersed with the music in an 
attempt to aid audience under-
standing and create a more 
festive mood. This is espe-
cially true when Alltop per-
forms František Kotzwara’s 
“The Battle of Prague” while 
Stoppelenburg narrates.

“‘The Battle of Prague’ is a 
musical depiction of 18th century 
warfare,” Alltop says. “It’s complete 
with horses galloping, cannons 
booming, bullets fl ying and cries of 

the wounded. It is not profound in 
the least and is loads of fun.”

“Prague” was a number 
Austen played at family gath-
erings, which were not that 
often according to history. Even 
though much of the music the 
author loved does not require 
virtuosic skills, the evening 
should be enlightening for 
Austen fans of all musical tastes.

In addition to the concert, 
Alltop and Stoppelenburg will 
stop by Gibraltar High School 
in nearby Fish Creek to meet 
with English students studying 
Jane Austen. Each student will 
be given a copy of “Sense and 
Sensibility” as a gift from PMF.

Preceding the Jane Austen-
inspired event will be another 
chamber concert Feb. 11 at 
the Peninsula School of Art in 
Fish Creek. A trio consisting 
of Thomas Kluge on viola, Amy 
Thieman on fl ute, and Katie 
Wychulis on harp will perform 
Arnold Bax’s “Elegaic Trio,” 
Harald Genzmer’s “Trio” and 
Claude Debussy’s “Sonata.” The 
trio performs at 3 p.m.

For more information on 
both concerts, contact the 
Peninsula Music Festival at 920-
854-4060.

florentine goes romantic
for Valentine’s day

Peninsula music festival presents 
music from Jane austen’s playlist
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Opinions differ, but actor 
Edmund Gwenn is generally 
attributed with the epithet, 
“Dying is easy; comedy is hard.” 

Gay Canadian playwright 
Morris Panych brings the two 
absolutes together in “Vigil,” 
his darkly lit, yet deeply touch-
ing, comedy being produced by 
Milwaukee’s Next Act Theatre 
through Feb. 26.

The premise is as simple as 
the narrative is deep. The elderly 
Grace (Milwaukee actor Ruth 
Schudson) is dying. She sum-
mons nephew Kemp (Chicago 
actor Mark Ulrich), her closest 
living relative, to her bedside to 
keep vigil during her fi nal days. 

It is the fi rst time the pair 
have seen each other in 30 
years, owing to a perceived 
slight Kemp suffered years ago 
at his elderly aunt’s hand. The 
pair have little time to do a lot 
of catching up, not all of which 
is pleasant.

But things don’t quite work 
out that way.

“This is a comedy, but it’s 
very dark,” says director Mary 
MacDonald Kerr, who directed 
this season’s “Going to St. Ives” 

for Next Act. “It’s also hysteri-
cally funny, and I have two glori-
ous actors who make it so.”

The idea for the play grew 
from an actual experience that 
Panych and his partner Ken 
MacDonald had when visiting 
MacDonald’s mother in a hos-
pital, Kerr says. A woman in 
the next bed was dying. At one 
point a nurse came in to tell her 
that the nephew she requested 
a visit from refused to come.

“There was a pause and the 
nurse said, ‘Shall I wipe away 
that tear for you, dear?’” Kerr 
says. “It’s heartbreaking to think 
this woman was dying and had 
only a nephew to share it with, 
but it was from this kernel that 
Panych got the idea for his play.”

As expected, given that “Vigil” 
is a comedy, the two characters 
are as different as day and night. 
Grace has less than a dozen lines 
in the entire play, which puts 
the onus for communication on 
Kemp, a person not used to talk-
ing. Now, fi nally given the chance 
to speak, Kemp fi nds he has no 
self-edit button, Kerr says.

“Kemp is a social misfi t who 
struggles with his sexual iden-
tity, and this apparently is the 
fi rst time anyone has bothered 
to listen to him,” Kerr says. “It’s 
almost a coming-of-age oppor-
tunity for the character and he 
takes advantage of it.”

Ulrich, who plays the charac-
ter, agrees. “Kemp drops every-
thing to come and be with an 
aunt he hasn’t seen in 30 years, 
but his bedside manner has an 
expiration date and she doesn’t 
hold up her end of the bargain,” 
the actor says. 

The pair spend more time 
together than either of them 
fi rst anticipated, and a relation-
ship develops. Kemp’s unruly, 
self-centered insensitivity begins 
to soften and change, the actor 
says.

“Kemp does all the talking, 
of course, so the change is self-
granted,” Ulrich says. “After the 
experience does change him, 
and I like to think it’s been a 
positive change.”

The arguments, inappropriate 
comments and gallows humor 
that mark the play is not out of 
line with what happens in real-
life situations, says Kerr, who 
underwent something similar in 
her own life. 

“Some years back, my brother, 
sister and I sat with our father 
for fi ve days as he died, and we 
found ourselves fatigued, emo-
tional and facing absurd situa-
tions that bring out all sorts of 
behavior, including humor,” Kerr 
says. “As a society, we do a great 
job preparing people to bring a 
life into the world, but a really 
lousy job preparing anyone in 
helping usher a life out.”

With very few lines,  Schudson 
would seem to have the more 
diffi cult role. But for the vet-
eran Milwaukee performer, 
last seen in the title role of 
Chamber Theater’s production 
of “Driving Miss Daisy,” it posed 
no challenge whatsoever.

“My favorite thing about act-
ing is listening and reacting, and 
I get to do that a lot here,” 
Schudson says. “(Ulrich’s) char-
acter is so wordy and off-the-
wall that one becomes fasci-
nated with what he has to say.”

Despite her relative silence, 
Grace is always the one in con-
trol, Kerr says. Like Kemp, Grace 
also evolves with the lengthen-
ing relationship. Both characters 
walk away better people than 
when they started.

“I hope the audience doesn’t 
let the darkness scare them,” 
Kerr says. “The play is also very 
moving and people will feel great 
when they leave the theater.”
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Ruth Schudson and mark ulrich
in next act Theater’s “Vigil.”
P H OTO : N E X T  AC T  T H E AT E R

on STagE
Next Act Theater’s pro-

duction of Morris Panych’s 
“Vigil” runs through Feb. 
26 at Next Act’s new facil-
ity at 255 S. Water St. For 
tickets and info, go to www.
nextact.org.
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Theater

‘Vigil’ is a deathbed comedy
about transformation
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liTERaRY 
dElighTS

• Eleanor Brown’s mar-
velous novel, “The 
Weird Sisters” (Berkley, 
2011/2012), about the three 
Andreas sisters, their ill 
mother and Shakespeare-
quoting professor father, was 
one of 2011’s more auspi-
cious debuts. It’s now avail-
able in a paperback edition. 

• “coral glynn” (Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, 2012, 
$25) is Peter Cameron’s fi rst 
novel since his acclaimed 
Y/A novel “Someday This 
Pain Will Be Useful to You.”
Set in 1950s England, it exam-
ines how victims of circum-
stance learn to love one 
another. 

• In the Y/A novel “The 
miseducation of 
cameron Post” (Harper 
Collins, 2012, $17.99), Emily M. 
Danforth recounts the experi-
ence of a young lesbian dealing 
with being queer while staying 
with her ultra-religious aunt 
following the death of her 
parents in a car accident. 

• Novelist Alvin Orloff 
explores the mid-1970s with 
teenager Leonard shedding 
his “good kid” image and 
joining the Burnouts, a gang 
of misfi ts, as he embarks on 
his personal journey of self-
discovery in “Why aren’t 
You Smiling?” (Manic D 
Press, 2011,$14.95).

• A software engineer-
turned-writer, lesbian novel-
ist Ellen Ullman sets “by 
blood” (Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux, 2012, $27) in 
the gritty, early ’70s of San 
Francisco. The plot involves 
thin walls, eavesdropping, a 
patient, her therapist and a 
quest for identity.

• Teenage criminals Sarah, 
Jenna, Lauren and Cassie 
are sent to an experimental 
juvenile detention center on 
a farm to create something 
tangible. As three of the girls 
try to heal their wounds, 
one sets out to destroy 
everything they work for in 
“getting Somewhere”
(Penguin Young Readers, 
2012, $ 17.99) by Beth Neff. 

• “monstress” (Ecco, 
2012, $13.99) is award-win-
ning, queer Filipino writer 
Lysley Tenorio’s debut story 

collection. Included among 
the eight pieces is the 
National Magazine Award-
nominated titular story.

• Controversial and pro-
lifi c queer writer Dennis 
Cooper returns with “The 
marbled Swarm”
(Harper Collins, 2011, 
$14.99), in which a young 
cannibal (yes, you read that 
right), tells the story of him 
and his late father. 

• High school sweethearts 
Nate and Adam survived 
the strains of homophobic 
brutality. But as college life 
begins in different cities, their 
love is put to the test when 
new people enter their lives, 
forcing them to recognize 
what they really want in J.H. 
Trumble’s novel, “don’t 
let me go” (Kensington 
Books, 2012, $15).

• The adult-oriented 
parody “if You give a 
kid a cookie, Will he 
Shut the fuck up?” (St. 
Martin’s Griffi n, 2011, $14.99) 
is Marcy Roznick’s honest 
tale of a parent seeking to 
fi nd peace with his noisy kids. 

• The 11 entwined short 
stories in “Wounds”
(Manic D Press, 2011, $14.95) 
by Justin Chin explore intense 
emotions, as well as the char-
acters that inhibit them. 

• “Sweep-you-off-your-
feet” stories by Steve Berman, 
Simon Sheppard, Rob Rosen 
and 10 other gay writers 
are included in “best gay 
Romance 2012” (Cleis 
Press, 2012, $14.95), edited 
by Richard LaBonte.

• Out writer R. zamora 
Linmark is having quite a year 
in terms of publishing. He fol-
lows up his Coffee House Press 
novel “Leche” with his third 
poetry collection “drive-by 
Vigils” (Hanging Loose Press, 

2011, $18).
• The murder of music 

critic Dwayne Robinson is 
dismissed by the NYPD as 
a gang initiation. But his old 
friend D Hunter suspects 
there’s more to it in “The 
Plot against hip hop”
by Nelson George (Akashic 
Books, 2011, $15.95). The 
novel’s story parallels the 
history of hip hop and its 
culture. 

• Edited by Joyce Carol 
Oates, “new Jersey 
noir” (Akashic Books, 
2011, $15.95) is dedicated 
to the Garden State and 
features a collaboration by 
out writers Edmund White 
and Michael Carroll, as well 
as contributions by Alicia 
Ostriker, Jonathan Safran 
Foer, C.K. Williams, Gerald 
Stern, Robert Pinsky and 
Oates herself, to name a few. 

• In the novel “Janet 
Planet” (Mayapple Press, 
2011, $16.95), poet Eleanor 
Lerman rewrites the life of 
writer Carlos Castaneda, 
“godfather of the new age,” 
for the Woodstock genera-
tion.

 • “boundaries”
(Akashic Books, 2011, 
$22.95), by award-winning 
writer Elizabeth Nunez, tells 
the story of a Caribbean 
husband and wife clinging 
to their Victorian notions of 
privacy while their daugh-
ter Anna yearns to assimi-
late into her new country. 
The resulting tension reveals 
the gap between her and 
American-born citizens. 

non-ficTion
• Published posthumous-

ly, “The Weather in 
Proust” (Duke University 
Press, 2012, $23.95) by gay 
studies pioneer and liter-

ary theorist Eve Kosofsky 
Sedgwick, is a collection of 
pieces from her fi nal years, 
before she died of breast 
cancer in 2009. It’s edited by 
her friend and literary execu-
tor Jonathan Goldberg. 

• As a devoted father, 
husband and professor 
at the Orthodox Jewish 
Yeshiva University, Joy 
Ladin shares her transitions 
from a man to a woman in 
“Through the door of 
life: a Jewish Journey 
between genders” (The 
University of Wisconsin 
Press,2012,$26.95). 

• Particularly timely in light 
of the recent changes regard-

ing gays in the military, “out 
of Step” by retired jour-
nalist J. Lee Watton (A&M 
Books, 2011, $17) takes read-
ers back 45 years to the 
Offi ce of Naval Intelligence’s 
gay witch hunt to tell the 
true story of what happened 
during the summer of 1965.

• The updated and expand-
ed edition of John-Manuel 
Andriote’s acclaimed, Lambda 
Literary Award-winning 1999 
book “Victory deferred: 
how aidS changed 
gay life in america”
(jmandriote.com, 2011), 
includes a revised preface. 
It also includes an entirely 
new chapter, “The Plague 

Continues,” inspired by the 
author’s own HIV diagnosis 
in 2005.

• Described as “the defi ni-
tive collection of writing” by 
a “pioneering theorist and 
activist in feminist, lesbian 
and gay, queer, and sexual-
ity studies,” the substantial 
“deviations: a gayle 
Rubin Reader” (Duke 
University Press, 2012, 
$23.95) compiles some of 
Gayle S. Rubins’ “most infl u-
ential essays.”

• Including more than a 
dozen pages of color pho-
tos, “it’s not Really 
about the hair” (!t 
Books, 2011/2012, $14.99) by 
Tabatha Coffey with Richard 
Buskin is the memoir by the 
out lesbian host of “Tabatha’s 
Salon Takeover.” It’s now in a 
paperback edition. 

• “The good, the bad 
and the god-awful: 
21st century movie 
Reviews” (Thomas Dunne 
Books/ St. Martin’s Griffi n, 
2011, $21.99) by Kurt Loder, 
of Rolling Stone and MTV 
fame, contains more than 200 
movie reviews. 

• “Sacred monsters” 
(Magnus Books, 2011) 
is a collection of Edmund 
White’s most recent writ-
ings on artists and authors, 
including Allen Ginsberg, 
Truman Capote and Vladimir 
Nabokov to name a few.

• In case you missed it 
the first time around, 
“Prides crossing: 
The unbridled life 
and impatient Times 
of Eleonora Sears” 
(Commonwealth Editions, 
2009, $27.95), about sports-
woman and lesbian Eleo 
Sears (1881-1968) is a must-
read in advance of this June’s 
40th anniversary of Title IX.

GREGG SHAPIRO

Books
This year’s chapter on winter reading
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author Eleanor brown appears at barnes & 
noble in mayfair mall in Wauwatosa on feb. 29.

A growing group of 
professionals and small 
business owners oering 
networking opportunities, professional development, 
and philanthropic support of the LGBT community.

www.QShareBusiness.com   | 414.225.0244

fe sional de elopme

Join Today!

Milwaukee’s LGBT Professional Network
www.QShareBusiness.com

QShare

3425 N. Holton Street • Milwaukee

414-964-7170 
email: dwntwnab@sbcglobal.net

www.downtownautobody.net
Monday-Friday • OPEN 8:30AM - 5PM

FREE Top Off of Fluids • FREE Tire Check • FREE Detailing with service over $250

• Professional &  
Honest

• Repair & Painting
• Over 30 Years  

in Business
• Free Estimates
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The Paladin Group
Donald Paynter, First Vice President – Investments
Susan Davis, Wealth Strategy Associate
411 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1700, Milwaukee, WI 53202
414-289-3846 800-333-6004
donald.paynter@ubs.com susan.m.davis@ubs.com

SPECIALIZING IN
Group Health Insurance and  

Benefit Plans, Individual Health Plans,  
Dental, Life & Disability  

Domestic Partnership Benefits 

Serving Milwaukee and the  
LGBT Community for over 20 years 

Call or email for a 
Customized Quote

John M. Tomlinson 
Mid-State Insurance 

(414) 254-9964 
(262) 241-0550 

JohnT@midstateis.com 
WIHealthInsure.com

state
insurance and
investment services

mid

T H E  C I T Y  I S  C A L L I N G…
Urban living at its finest… the city offers many eclectic and diverse neighborhoods.  
Come to the city and escape to a whole new world. Contact me today and

proceed with confidence! 

shorewest.com

Jim Schleif, Associate Vice President 
414/961-8314, ext. 128
jschleif@shorewest.com • jimschleif.shorewest.com

Jim Schleif, Jim Schleif, Jim Schleif, 
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EHO

Melthouse Bistro features hand-crafted 
grilled cheese sandwiches made with 
the finest Wisconsin cheeses and fresh-
baked artisan breads. Our gourmet 
flavors combinations are a culinary 
adventure, bringing warmth, comfort 
and absolute bliss together, that will 
bring you back again.

1857 E. Kenilworth Place, Milwaukee, WI 53202
414.271.MELT (6358)  WWW.MELTHOUSEBISTRO.COM

Tuesday, February 21 • 6 to 8 p.m.  
Melthouse Bistro • 1857 East Kenilworth Place, Milwaukee 

For more information call (414) 225-0244

Melty 
Mixer!

QShare A Professional Networking Event!
Check out the East Side’s new gourmet 

grilled cheese restaurant while networking 
with other LGBT professionals and business 

owners. Samples of sandwiches and 
appetizers will be provided; beer and wine 

will be available by cash bar. Bring your 
business cards and appetite for cheese!

BROADWAY THEATRE CENTER | 158 N. BROADWAY | MILWAUKEE
414.291.7800   milwaukeechambertheatre.com

Jumping back and forth between the 1930s and the present, this new play 
explores a mystery surrounding renowned photographer Walker Evans.

Josh Aaron McCabe & Molly Rhode (Photo Nick Berard)

by Gwendolyn Rice

WORLD PREMIERE! 
Feb. 16 - March 11
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‘abducTion’
The once-promising fi lm-

maker John Singleton has 
been on a steady decline 
since his breakthrough 
directorial debut “Boyz n 
the Hood.” His latest work, 
the Taylor Lautner vehicle 
“Abduction,” does nothing 
to slow his downhill slide.

A few days ago Nathan 
(Lautner) was just another 
hard-partying, high school 
wrestler in a form-fi tting 
singlet. That was before he 
discovered a picture of him-
self from his childhood on 
a missing children’s website 
while doing research for a 
sociology project with class-
mate (and potential love 
interest) Karen (Lily Collins).

Nathan is in the pro-
cess of confronting Mara 
(Maria Bello) and Kevin 
(Jason Isaacs), the people he 
believed to be his parents, 
when his home is invaded 
by Eastern European villains. 
Not only are these bad guys 
with accents after Nathan, 
but so is a team of CIA 
agents, led by Burton (Alfred 
Molina).

While helping him escape 
the clutches of evil, Nathan’s 
therapist Dr. Bennett reveals 
that not only is she his shrink 
but also one of his “keep-
ers.” Everyone, it seems, is 
trying to protect Nathan 
from the ruthless Kozlow 
(Michael Nyqvist). Kozlow is 
trying to get his hands on 
an encrypted list of people 
who have stolen or traded 
valuable intel, which just so 
happens to be in the hands 
of Nathan’s birth father, 
rogue agent Martin (Dermot 
Mulroney).

This convoluted script 
might have worked better 
with a more capable director, 
not to mention a better cast 
of actors. Lautner, often in 
tight-fi tting T-shirts (but rare-
ly out of one) is easily one of 
the worst actors of his (or 
any) generation. Everyone 
else is completely miscast, 
including Sigourney Weaver. 
She delivers her lines as if 
she has just learned to speak 
again following a traumatic 
head injury.

If Lautner ever appears in 
a movie titled “Abdominals,” 
watch it. But be sure to avoid 
“Abduction.”

DVD special features 
include a gag reel, stunts and 
“making of” featurettes and 
more. 

‘diRTY giRl’
The well-intentioned, if 

fl awed, “Dirty Girl,” from out 
writer/director Abe Sylvia, 
unfolds as if the world’s big-

gest John Waters fan wanted 
to write and direct an amal-
gam of “Thelma and Louise” 
and “Easy A” – and failed. 

In the “man’s world” of 

1987 Norman, Okla., high 
school hussy Danielle (Juno 
Temple) sets out to prove 
that girls have more power, 
especially dirty girls. But her 
less-than-acceptable behavior 
regularly gets her sent to the 
principal’s offi ce. Exasperated 
by her unwillingness to con-
form to Oklahoma standards, 
the principal puts her in the 
“challenger” special-ed pro-
gram.

There she meets gay, over-
weight, Melissa Manchester-
obsessed, hoodie-wearing 
Clarke (Jeremy Dozier), who 
is doing his best to be invis-
ible and avoid being sent to 
military school by his red-
neck father Joseph (Dwight 
Yoakam) and mousy mother 
Peggy (Mary Steenburgen). 
Paired up for a lesson in 
parenting, involving a sack 
of fl our, Danielle and Clarke 
form an unlikely bond. 
Danielle, anxious to escape 
her own unpleasant home 
situation with single mom 
Sue-Ann (Milla Jovovich) and 
her Mormon boyfriend Ray 
(William H. Macy), goes on 
the lam with Clarke. Heading 
to Fresno to fi nd Danielle’s 
absent birth father, the teen 
transients encounter hot 
stripper Joel (Marquette grad 

Nicholas D’Agosto), who 
helps Clarke out with his vir-
ginity (for a price), and more 
than a few bumps in the road.

Promising but disappoint-
ing, “Dirty Girl” is too much 
(trash) talk and not enough 
action. This kind of thing has 
been done before and done 
better.

DVD special features 
include deleted and extended 
scenes, as well as commen-
tary by writer/director Sylvia.

oThER TEEn
RElEaSES

Other teen tales on Blu-
ray include “dead Poets 
Society,” from that late 
’80s/early ’90s period where 
Robin Williams (as private 
school teacher John Keating) 
was making an effort to be 
taken seriously as a dramatic 
actor; and “The art of 
getting by,” starring 
Freddie Highmore as unmo-
tivated and depressed high 
school senior George.

GREGG SHAPIRO
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ThE liTTlE 
WilliES 

The Little Willies’ second 
album “For The Good Times” 
features Richard Julian (who 
does a mean Lyle Lovett), Jim 
Campilongo, Lee Alexander 
and Dan Rieser. Not quite 
insurgent, it casts a respectful 
net over a set of comfy, twangy 
tunes. Ralph Stanley’s “I 
Worship You,” Loretta Lynn’s 
“Fist City,” Willie Nelson’s 
“Permanently Lonely,” Johnny 
Cash’s “Wide Open Road,” 
Kris Kristofferson’s “For 
The Good Times” and Dolly 
Parton’s “Jolene” all sparkle 
anew on this disc. The Little 
Willies’ rendition of “Foul 
Owl on the Prowl” (from the 
movie “In The Heat of the 
Night”) is a fl ight of delight. 

mounT moRiah 
Mount Moriah, a duo con-

sisting of out lesbian Heather 
McEntire and Jenks Miller, 
makes a stunning impres-
sion on the new self-titled 
CD/DVD. Backed by a stel-
lar cast of hipster musicians, 
the pair creates boot-gazing 
glory on tracks such as “Only 
Way Out” and “Plane.” On 
the other hand, you may fi nd 
yourself wiping away eyes on 
“Old Gowns” and “Honey, 
We Don’t Need That Much.” 
The DVD consists of must-see 
videos for “The Letting Go,” 
“Lament” and “Old Gowns.” 

ElViS PRESlEY 
The double-disc, 40th-

anniversary edition of Elvis 
Presley’s “Elvis Country,” 

aka “I’m 10,000 Years Old,” 
includes 1971’s “Love Letters 
from Elvis,” as well as six bonus 
tracks. Looking south, Elvis 
covers country as only he can, 
remaking the Anne Murray 
hit “Snowbird,” repossessing 
Jerry Lee Lewis’ “Whole Lot-
ta Shakin’ Goin’ On,” having 
the time of his life with Willie 
Nelson’s “Funny How Time 
Slips Away” and breaking our 
hearts on “There Goes My 
Everything.” With Presley in 
fi ne form, “Elvis Country” is 
a place worth visiting and set-
ting a spell.

mY moRning 
JackET 

Like it or not, My Morning 
Jacket is the face of 21st-
century Southern rock. But 
that doesn’t mean Charlie 
Daniels Band 2.0 (or 2.1). 
Instead, on “Circuital,” MMJ 
embraces its Southern soul 
and gently steers it toward 
the future on cuts such as the 
title track, “Victory Dance,” 
“Outta My System” and “You 
Wanna Freak Out.” The real 
pleasure of “Circuital,” how-
ever, occurs on spectrum 
stretchers such as “The Day 
Is Coming” and “Holdin’ on 
to Black Metal,” indicating 
that these jacket pockets 
contain surprises. 

JodY millER 
Jody Miller is perhaps best 

known for the novelty hit 
answer song “Queen of the 
House” (the video on You 
Tube is priceless). A campy 
response to Roger Miller’s 
“King of the Road,” it was 
clearly a song of its day – 
1965. Miller released a series 
of country albums during the 
early to mid-1970s on which 
she performed Nashville-

style versions of hits by oth-
ers (“He’s So Fine,” “Baby, I’m 
Yours,” “Natural Woman”) as 
well as songs by Billy Sherrill 
and other country songwrit-
ers of the day. The album 
“Complete Epic Hits” com-
piles 25 of Miller’s hits from 
the period on a single disc. 

ThE loW anThEm 
The Low Anthem, My 

Morning Jacket’s Yankee 
country cousins, puts their 
fondness for unusual and vin-
tage instrumentation to good 
use on “Smart Flesh.” The 
numbered fi rst edition of the 
Rhode Island-based band’s 
album featured a bonus CD 
containing “three passable 
strays that missed the cut.” 
Closer in spirit to the insur-
gent country scene, “Smart 
Flesh” is simply stunning 
from start to fi nish, especially 
such songs as “Apothecary 
Love,” “Love and Altar,” 
“Ghost Woman Blues,” the 
9/11 heartbreaker “Boeing 
737,” and the exceptional 
“Hey, All You Hippies!.” The 
Low Anthem hits the heights 
on “Smart Flesh.”

Jim WhiTE 
Jim White stirs in a folksy 

fl avor to the 11 alt-country 
songs on “Where It Hits 
You.” Beginning with the 
acoustic fl air of “Chase The 
Dark Away,” White bright-
ens “Sunday’s Refrain” with 
brass, brings a banjo to “The 
Way of Alone” and turns 
on the waterworks for the 
tragic tale of “My Brother’s 
Keeper.” But when he cuts 
loose on more experimental 
songs such as “What Rocks 
Will Never Know” and 
“Here We Go!,” he knows 
exactly where to hit us.

GREGG SHAPIRO
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ASK ABOUT OUR LAPTOP 
TRADE-IN/TRADE-UP SPECIAL!

  24  HOUR TURNAROUND AVAILABLE  – (414) 431-0025

• Virus Removal
• Speed Up Your System
• Power Supply Problems
• Data Backup
• Laptop Damage Repair
• Custom System Builds
• Authorized Manhattan Reseller
• New & Used Laptops/Desktops

1625 E. Irving St. (behind Comet Cafe)
11 a.m. – 9 p.m. Mon. thru Fri. • Noon – 6 p.m. Sat. & Sun.

www.202pcrepair.com
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Explore over 200 modern 
drawings, paintings, and objects 
by the most important American 
and European self-taught artists. 

Exhibition generously supported by The 
Anthony Petullo Foundation, Leslie Hindman 
Auctioneers, the Einhorn Family Foundation, 
and Donald and Donna Baumgartner.

James Lloyd, Among the Grasses (Susanna York), n.d. (detail). The Anthony Petullo Collection. Photo by John R. Glembin.

OPENS FEB 10, 2012 Let our instructors lead you step-by-step 
until you’ve completed a beautiful painting! 

Bring your snacks and treats along & 
enjoy beer, wine, cocktails & non-alcoholic 
beverages available for purchase on site.

Looking for a new type of date night? 
Come enjoy a bottle of champagne or 

Bucket of Beer as part of your couples 
package. Go home with a pair of paintings 

made to complement each other!

Join us for a fun 
evening out & head home 

with a masterpiece!

W249N5267 Executive Drive, Suite 102
Corner of Hwy 164 (Hwy J) & Lisbon Rd (Hwy K)
Sussex, WI 53089 • (262) 246-9400

For more details visit us online

or find us on facebook

www.sipsnstrokesstudios.com

a very special
Valentine’s 
Day Menu
at centrocafe 

see website for details

808 E Center St. 
Riverwest      

414-455-3751
centrocaferiverwest.com 

1/2 off selected 

bottles of wine 
Mondays & Tuesdays 

3468 N. Oakland Ave., Milwaukee
Just 2 blocks from UWM & close to downtown

Public parking lot on the corner of Edgewood & Oakland

(414) 963-9623
www.atouchofsicily.com

Like us 
on Facebook 

to receive specials!

Check out our new lunch menu!
Chef Peter offers burgers, sandwiches, salads & more!

Valentine’s Day Menu
“Dinner for Two”
Choice of Appetizer, Two Entrees, 

Two Desserts & a Bottle of Wine – $100
February 10 – 14

Celebrating 15 Years
in Business!

Happy Hour – 3 to 6 p.m.
Drink Specials & Half-Price Appetizers

FEB.  16,  THURSDAY
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre presents “A Thousand 

Words” through March 11 in the Studio Theatre at Broadway 
Theatre Center, 158 N. Broadway. Call 414-291-7800.

Learn more about relationships when Milwaukee stage 
veteran Laurie Birmingham stars in the Marcus Center for the 
Performing Arts’ engagement of “Miss Abigail’s Guide To 
Dating, Mating, & Marriage” in Vogel Hall, through Feb. 19. 
Call 414-273-2787.

FEB.  11,  SATURDAY
Beer And A Movie! 

presents the “Grease” Sing-
Along at 6:30 p.m. at Turner 
Hall Ballroom, 103 N. Fourth. 
Call 414-286-3663.

Brewcity Bruisers roller 
derby begins at 7 p.m. at The 
U.S. Cellular Arena, 400 W. 
Kilbourn.

Steely Dan tribute band 
Steely Dane plays “Make 
Tonight a Wonderful 
Thing,” a Valentine’s Day-
themed show for lovers at 8 p.m. at the Barrymore Theatre, 
2090 Atwood in Madison. Call 608-241-2345.

As part of its annual chamber music series, Peninsula 
Music Festival presents a concert featuring three famous 
trios: “Elegiac Trio” by Arnold Bax; Harald Genzmer’s “Trio”; and 
“Sonata” by Debussy, at 3 p.m. at the Peninsula School of Art, 
3900 County F in Fish Creek. Go to musicfestival.com or call 
920-854-4060.

Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, 19805 W. Capitol 
Dr. in Brookfi eld, presents dance troupe Ailey II at 8 p.m. Call 
262-781-9520.

FEB.  12,  SUNDAY
The Peking Acrobats perform spellbinding acrobatic stunts 

at 3 p.m. at Overture Center for the Arts, 201 State in Madison. 
Call 608-258-4141.

FEB.  9,  THURSDAY
The Milwaukee Rep’s lauded production of “To Kill 

a Mockingbird” has been extended through March 11 
at the Powerhouse Theater, 108 E. Wells St. Go to www.
milwaukeerep.com or call 414-224-9490.

The Milwaukee premiere of Jonathan Larson’s “tick, tick... 
Boom!” runs through Feb. 11 at Soulstice Theatre, 3770 S. 
Pennsylvania, Suite 2, in St. Francis. Call 414-481-2800.

Off The Wall Theatre, 127 E. Wells, presents Wendy 
Wasserstein’s “The Sisters Rosensweig” through Feb. 12. 
Call 414-327-3552.

Skylight Opera Theatre presents “Gershwin & Friends,” 
starring Cynthia Cobb, Parrish Collier and Paul Helmm, through 
Feb. 12 in the Cabot Theatre at Broadway Theatre Center, 158 
N. Broadway. Call 414-291-7800.

Fox Cities Performing Arts Center, 400 W. College Ave. in 
Appleton, presents “Million Dollar Quartet” through Feb. 12. 
Call 920-730-3760.
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FEB.  15,  WEDNESDAY
Gabriel Prokofi ev, London-based composer, producer, 

and founder of the NONCLASSICAL record label, returns to 
Milwaukee at 8:45 p.m. at The MOCT, 240 E. Pittsburgh.

FEB.  14,  TUESDAY
Karl Denson’s Tiny Universe performs the Rolling Stones 

album “Sticky Fingers” in its entirety at 7 p.m. at the Majestic, 
115 King in Madison. Call 608-251-2582.

FEB.  21,  TUESDAY
Boldt Arts Alive! Series presents “Doubt: A Parable” at 

the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center, 400 W. College Ave. in 
Appleton. Call 920-730-3760.

FEB.  17,  FRIDAY
Barrymore Theatre, 2090 Atwood in Madison, hosts “An 

Evening Of Progressive Comedy” to benefi t The Progressive 
Magazine (www.progressive.org), featuring lesbian comic Kate 
Clinton with special guest Michael Feldman, at 7:30 p.m. Call 
608-241-2345.

South Milwaukee Performing Arts Center, 901 15th in South 
Milwaukee, presents its fi fth annual Mystery Dinner Theatre 
Fundraiser “And the Killer Is…” featuring a three-course 
meal catered by Skyline Catering and a humorous awards 
show/murder mystery featuring local actors, February 24-26. 
Call 414-766-5049 or go to www.southmilwaukeepac.org.

FEB.  18,  SATURDAY
Alverno Presents brings “Sexy Results: Cedar Block’s 

Dig for the Higgs and How the Quest was Won,” a mash-
up of rock, spoken word, artist installations and video at 8 p.m. 
to Turner Hall Ballroom, 103 N. Fourth. Call 414-286-3663.

FEB.  19,  SUNDAY
At 3 p.m. in the UWM Recital Hall, 2400 E. Kenwood Blvd., 

Vocal Tapestry performs the vocal music of cultures around the 
world, including selections from the Caribbean accompanied by steel 
drums; from the Balkans with accordion; and from Irish, Samoan, 
South African, Japanese and Yiddish traditions. Call 414-229-4308.

FEB.  10,  FRIDAY
Milwaukee Gay Arts Center, 703 S. Second, hosts the 

fundraiser “25 Years of Pride” from 6-10 p.m. A digital, 
interactive multimedia presentation features several large 
format HD screens with images from 25 years of PrideFest 
Milwaukee. The event includes an open wine bar presented by 
Barefoot Wines and craft beers by a local Milwaukee brewery, 
as well as DJ John Murges. Visit www.25.pridefest.com for 
more info.

Known for their exquisite harmonies and catchy tunes, queer 
band Girlyman performs at 7 p.m. at High Noon Saloon, 701A 
E. Washington in Madison. Call 608-268-1122.

Written and directed by Kristen L. Weber, “The Size of the 
Dream: Celebrating the Promise of Marriage Equality” 
combines musical theater and a choral performance with 
images and video. The performance runs tonight at 7:30 p.m., 
tomorrow night at 4:30 and 7:30 p.m., and Feb. 12 at 3 and 6 
p.m. at Unitarian Universalist Church West Playhouse, 13001 
W. North in Brookfi eld. Tickets are $10 and available online at 
brownpapertickets.com.

Florentine Opera Company performs “Isn’t It Romantic?: 
Love Songs from Vienna to Broadway” through Feb. 12 at 
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts, at the corner of Water 
and State. Call 414-273-2787.

Next Act Theatre, 255 S. Water, presents the Milwaukee 
premiere of the dark comedy “Vigil” by Morris Panych, through 
Feb. 26. Call 414-278-0765 or visit www.nextact.org.

In Tandem Theatre hosts its annual fundraiser “Giggles For 
Grown Ups,” a night of comedy and improvisation, beginning 
with a 7 p.m. pre-show reception with live music followed by 
an 8 p.m. show featuring Angelo Farina, Tim Higgins, Dylan 
Bolin, Bo Johnson and Anthony Wood, at the Tenth Street 
Theatre, 628 N. 10th. Go to intandemtheatre.org. 

“To kill a mockingbird” through 
march 11 at the milwaukee Rep

“grease”

The Peking acrobats on feb. 12
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Milwaukee Apartment Homes Located on the East Side, 
Downtown, Shorewood and Whitefish Bay

3287 N. Oakland Ave. | Milwaukee, WI 53211 | 414-961-1822

More Value. 

More Service. 

More Options.

eastmore.com

More Possibilities
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